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Welcome New Members

We would like to "Thank You" for becoming part of the
Farm Bureau Family.

Meet Your Board of Directors:
Rod Chamberlain

In our continuing series introducing the Riverside County Farm
Bureau's (RCFB) Board of Directors, we are delighted to feature
another director who brings a wealth of experience and passion
for agriculture. Please meet mango growers Rod Chamberlain
and his wife Deborah (Debbie) Chamberlain Wong of Wong
Farms.

A Legacy of Farming

The Wong-Chamberlain family has deep roots in agriculture,
hailing from North Shore, CA, the southernmost part of the
Coachella Valley. For three generations, they have been farming on a sandy parcel nestled
between Joshua Tree and the Salton Sea, specializing in winter tomatoes and tree-ripened
summer mangoes.

Photo by Melissa Jewell, California Bountiful.

The Mango Journey

The family's journey into mango farming began with Debbie’s father, Ed Wong. A tomato
farmer in the Coachella Valley since 1968, Ed was searching for a crop to fill the gap after
the winter tomato season ended in the spring. Inspired by the late Howard Marguleas,
a notable California produce marketer, Ed planted the first mangoes in 1997 as an
experiment. Sadly, Ed passed away in 1998 and did not live to see his trees bear fruit.
However, his legacy lives on through his family.

Continuing the Tradition

Debbie and Rod continue to operate Wong Farms, alongside two of their sons, Barrett and
Jason. Although Debbie is theoretically retired, she remains active behind the scenes. Rod,
affectionately nicknamed the “Big Mango” by Barrett and Jason for his strategic insights
into commercialization, is also "retired" but continually contributes to the farm's success.

National Contributions

Rod Chamberlain's dedication to mango farming extends beyond the family farm. He
currently serves on the National Mango Board, where he continues to share his passion
and expertise for promoting the growth and success of the mango industry.

The Riverside County Farm Bureau is proud to have Rod Chamberlain as part of its Board
of Directors, bringing invaluable knowledge and a relentless commitment to agriculture.

Riverside County Farm Bureau
Presents Our

108™ ANNUAL DINNER

Featuring
SHERIFF CHAD BIANCO
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Growing Coachella Valley

Agri-Art Contest Winners!

Each year, Growing Coachella Valley hosts an Agri-Art
contest where students showcase their creativity by
illustrating the beauty and importance of sustainable
agriculture in the Coachella Valley. From water and soil
to sun, seeds, and people.

The students of the Coachella Valley Unified School
District captured how local farmers use precious
resources to feed the nation and the world!

Riverside County Farm Bureau
Advocacy in Action

On June 17th, Riverside County Farm Bureau member
Mark Tadros hosted an east valley meeting at Aziz
Farms with Supervisor V. Manuel Perez to discuss key
rural issues facing District 4.

Also in attendance were President Ellen Way from
Riverside County Farm Bureau and Albert Keck of
Hadley Dates. The group covered a range of topics
including streamlining the permitting process, expanding
access to school nutrition programs, and continuing ag
education through student field trips and farm visits.

Mark shared how Aziz Farms is helping students connect
with the land and understand where their food comes
from—building awareness and appreciation for local
agriculture.

Conversations like these strengthen our partnerships
and our purpose—protecting and promoting the future of
agriculture in
1 ¢ '

A Message from Sergeant Kory Murphy
Riverside County Sheriff’s Rural Crime Team

Fire Season and the Importance of the AG Pass

Fire season is upon us, and it is crucial to ensure that all agricultural
producers in Riverside County are prepared. One key component
of this preparation is obtaining the AG Pass. Without this pass,
entry through fire checkpoints will not be permitted. Attempting
to bypass these checkpoints using side roads not only hinders
emergency personnel but also endangers your safety and may
result in a citation.

Current Status of the AG Pass Program

Currently, we have 14 applicants for the AG Pass program.
However, we need a minimum of 25 participants to schedule the
necessary training class. With fire season fast approaching, we are
eager to get ahead and ensure everyone who needs the AG Pass
has the opportunity to obtain it. For information and to apply online,
please visit https://www.riversidesheriff.org/798/Agricultural-Pass-
Rural-Crime-Team.

Seeking Feedback

| We are reaching out to understand the barriers preventing farms,

companies, or businesses from applying for the AG Pass. Is it the
cost, the online application process, or the course requirements?
Your feedback is invaluable in helping us address these challenges.

Offering Support and Assistance

To facilitate the process, | am open to organizing a meet and greet
where we can assist everyone in signing up for the program on the
spot. Please feel free to reach out to me directly with any questions
or concerns at (951) 217-4560 or kmurphy@riversidesheriff.org.

0

Thank you for your attention to this important matter.
Your cooperation is vital to ensuring the safety of our
community during fire season.

California Foundation for Ag in the Classroom
Annual Conference

September 26-28, 2025
Registration is Open: Last Day to register is September 10

The conference is designed for Pre K-12 grade educators, administrators, and volunteers to come

together to learn and share how to incorporate food and fiber into all curricular areas. From hands-on

learning and workshops to engaging guest speakers and field trips, this event is an incredible way to learn

how to bring agriculture education into the classroom.

hitps://learnaboutag.ora/programs/conference/
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C OMMERCIAL REAL 'ESTATE

AVAILABLE GREENHOUSE PROPERTIES

77.6 ACRES
78100 Harrison St, Oasis

Prime organic agricultural operation in the
Coachella Valley consists of:

8,000 sf packing building with 2
evaporative coolers with 1,800 sf walk-in
cooler (50x36)/freon cooler (38°- 40°),
three 14’ roll-up doors, and loading dock
8 greenhouses - 1.25 acre each; 21 mesh
houses; 6 tunnels

4,800 sf shop building with two 14 ft roll-
up doors and germination room

Modular office building with 3 offices;
Mobile home for caretaker unit (not
included in the sale)

Two wells, (approx. 100°) 4 pumps, filter
station, and reservoir

PRICE: $5.5 MILLION
LEASE: $20,000/ MO NNN

80 ACRES
93751 Avenue 71, Mecca

Property consists of +/- 15 acres of
green house/hoop house & 65 acres of
farmground

Existing greenhouses (in need of
improvements or redevelopment)
consists of:

6,000 SF propagation house

34,000 SF main green-house

13 walk-in green-house tunnels

Warm micro-climate proximity to Salton
Sea

In Ag Preserve, keeps property taxes
low

Property has not been maintained for
two years & is in need of repair

PRICE: $1,280,000

71.01 ACRES
Expressway 86 & Ave 84, Oasis

71 acres in warm Oasis area on two
parcels

Structured greenhouses with adaptable
irrigation system and fertigation system
Includes reverse osmosis station

Low cost abundant Coachella Valley
Water District (CYWD) irrigation water,
well, and reservoir with pump
Approximately 860 ft of frontage on
Expressway 86

In Federal Opportunity Zone, with
potential for tax benefits

Partfially in Agricultural Preserve, which
maintains low property taxes

PRICE: $4.5 MILLION

DesertPacificProperties.com
760.360.8200

SUSAN HARVEY
DRE #00957 590
susan@dppllc.com
Cell: 760.250.8992
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EMILY HARVEY
t DRE #02229612
‘ emily@dppllc.com
- Cell: 760.636.3500




Assembly Bill 226 Advances to AB 411 Advances to Support On-Farm
Strengthen CA Fair Plan Through Livestock Composting

iBank Bond Access Assembly Bill 411, authored by Assembly Member Diane Papan (D-San
Mateo), has passed out of the Senate Agriculture Committee with support
from the California Farm Bureau. The bill would allow for small-scale,
on-farm livestock composting under a framework of specific criteria and
guidelines. Staff contact: Steven Fenaroli, sfenaroli@cfbf.com

Assembly Bill 226 (Calderon) passed the Senate
Insurance Committee as an urgency measure and was
placed on the Consent Calendar. This bill is supported
by the Farm Bureau and a coalition of business groups.

It would allow the California Fair Plan to leverage the . .
state’s Infrastructure and Economic Development Bank PreV|oust Delayed Marketmg Access for

(iBank) for the issuance of bonds strengthening the plan’s Specialty Crops Funds to Recontinue
financial stability. Because it includes an urgency clause,

the bill will take effect immediately upon the governor’s .
signature rather than waiting until the standard January
effective date. Staff contact: Peter Ansel, pansel@cfbf.
com.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture is moving forward with $1.3 billion
in delayed Marketing Access for Specialty Crops payments. Originally a
$2.6 billion program, "Round 2" payments faced setbacks due to reviews
and staffing. Members still awaiting funds are encouraged to reach out if
payments remain delayed.

USDA Announces
$16 Billion in Disaster Assistance for
Producers

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today
announced that producers who experienced eligible
crop losses due to natural disasters in 2023 and 2024
can apply for financial relief through the Supplemental
Disaster Relief Program (SDRP). USDA will begin
accepting applications on Thursday, July 10, at local
Farm Service Agency (FSA) offices. To streamline the
process, pre-filled applications are being mailed directly
to eligible producers. For additional information on
eligibility, application procedures, and program details,
please visit USDA's SDRP page www.fsa.usda.gov or
contact local FSA office at (760) 347-3675 Ext 2.

202 5| ¥r&rseate Conteren

IT°S OUR MISSION TO SERVE
THE NEXT GENERATION.

That's why American AgCredit offers
targeted loans and financing programs
to serve our nation’s young, beginning
and small-scale farmers.
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Learn more at agloan.com/ybs

eoe American

Registration Opens S'eptember 15!

%Y | AgCredit

A Part of the Farm Credit System. Q Equal Opportunity Lender.

FB California

Farm Bureau.
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Agri-Pulse announces the ‘Great Tomato Challenge’ winners

Agri-Pulse is pleased to announce that the winner of the 2025 Great Tomato Challenge was California
Assembly Speaker Robert Rivas. Taking second place was Sen. Rosilicie Ochoa Bogh and third place
went to Sen. Monique Limon.

“We were pleased to once again offer a fun competition that educates participants about the challenges of
growing delicious tomatoes in the Golden State while also helping those most in need of fresh, local food,”
said Agri-Pulse Founder and Publisher Sara Wyant. “Thanks to Senator Melissa Hurtado’s leadership in
helping us organize the contest, our judges and our generous sponsors.”

The first and second place winners will receive $1000 and $500 donations, respectively, Asripuse Founder Sara Wyant and Steci

Rosenberger with Bayer CropScience Vegetable

to the food banks of their choice. Speaker Rivas selected Second Harvest in Santa S et S0 ceck o bk
1 iforni rt
Cruz County and Sen. Ochoa Bogh selected Table of Plenty. Rivas for inting the Great Tt Chalknge

Staci Rosenberger with Bayer !
in 2025.

g;?tl))sj?;nsces\elzgte::b:oiﬁie;: The competition was open to all members of the California Senate and
e T e g Assemblymembers and their staff members. The winning tomato plants all had unique growing
cfgy:'r::}"se Fonder Saz @xperiences, depending on each contestant. For example, the winning tomato was fertilized

with composted chicken manure and produced over
30 tomatoes during the competition. Bayer Seminis®
brand Early Girl variety tomato plants, donated by
Bonnie Plants, were distributed to legislators on April 7

and photos of the plants were collected June 3.

The second place winner transplanted into a planter
using soil designed to boost tomato growth, where it
could get full sun during the day but shade in the hot
Sacramento afternoons. Also, Team |
Ochao Bogh’s Legislative Director
Tanya Vandrick noted that “| talked
to her a lot.” It was Vandrick’s first
attempt at growing tomatoes.

The Great Tomato Challenge was §
made possible by a collaboration
between Agri-Pu|se and several Caifomia Senate Ay Committee Chair
. . Melissa Hurtado helped ~ Agri-Pulse
sponsors who are involved With st plantsto Caiforia egisiators
growing and processing fresh fruits
and vegetables, including Vegetables by Bayer,
Bonnie Plants, California Women for Agriculture,
DiMare Fresh, and Morning Star. Judges for this year’s
competition included California Department of Food
. . and Agriculture Secretary Karen Ross, Jenny Maloney,
with Reliable Global-Americas Strategic Accounts Manager at

Ground Mount Solar Solutions. Bayer CropScience and Chad Jorgensen, product
development breeder, Americas Fresh Market Open

Greatly Reduce Your Operating Field Tomato, Bayer CropScience.
Expenses with N E

B California
_,.7—-' Farm Bureau

# ENTER YOUR PHOTO!
Andrew Keepper af Open now through September 22

760'807'1 082 ’ > A ' Subenit phatas of frash food,
akeepper@baker-electric.com ¥ . { R

harvests, life, wark, family or
any inspiring phate captured
on the fam ar ranch

Budding Artiats
Entar up to five high-resalution L o
phatas for the general
contest and ona phata for
the Peopie's Choics categony
at cfbf m/phot st

Tat place 5250
2ndl place 5100

Baker-Electric.com
1298 Pacific Oaks Place, Escondido, CA 92029
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These days, with economic and political events

CALIFORNIA dominating the news in the United States

AGRICULTURAL and abroad, weather fluctuations are not the

MEDIATION only challenge farmers face. We are in an

unprecedented time of shifting circumstances.

PROGRAM Farmers and ranchers understand better than

= most how moving markets, policies, weather

We GGrow  and consumer tastes can lead to fortunes or

AW Solutions  insolvency — and anxiety. The only certainty is
uncertainty.

We at the California Agricultural Mediation Program (CALAMP) want to remind you that during times of change, we
are still here. Do you want to re-evaluate your credit? We have trained credit counselors. Having issues with your farm
loan? We provide free mediation to help resolve loan challenges. Is your neighbor complaining about your operation?
We can help guide a conversation to get you back on track. Need to talk about a plan to pass the operation to a new
generation? Let’s set up a meeting.

The point is, we want producers to know that we are still here, ready to listen, and ready to help. Agriculture will always
need to adapt to changing times. Farmers and ranchers are among the most resilient and hard-working folks in the
world. But sometimes you need more than hard work; you need the right conversations with the right people so you
can get the right information to move forward. Let us help you with a plan that makes the waves of uncertainty a little
more manageable. For moga informatign go to www.calamp.org or contact us:

Northern CA Coordinator
Jenna Muller
jennam@emcenter.org
916-330-4500 x104

Southern CA Coordinator
Mary Madison Campbell
maryc@emcenter.org
916-330-4500 x103

Director

Matt Strassberg
matts@emcenter.org
916-330-4500 x101

Learn about cost-effective irrigation
tools and management practices to
enhance water use efficiency,
sustainability and profitability in
avocado groves with UCCE
Extension professional, Dr. Ali
Montazar.

ez SATURDAY : Lntdipa
JULY 26m || [l

: 10AM - 12PM Center
TS 1385, BrandonRd, Fallbrook 1 A7\ -
OR E-MAIL: S TEMECULA-ELSINDA
agcoordinator@missionred.ort MISSION = RS
(] S - @RESDURCE@. ANZA €0 NURRIETA
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ECONOMIC
IMPACT

SURVEY

Why Your Voice Matters
Share your experience and help us capture
the real value of agriculture In Riverside
County, from nurseries and crops to
restaurants, education, water, and housing.

How Your Input Helps

Your Input will guide future funding,
planning, and policy decisions that support
farmers, workers, educators, and the entire
og economy.

o
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7% CALENDAR OF EVENTS [

¥ There will be no Board of Directors meeting in August
2025. The next Board meeting will be held on Wednesday,
September 10, 2025. More details will be announced at a
later date.

—
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Food and Farm News

Courtesy of CFBF

California Grown launches new agritourism website

Californians and visitors to the Golden State hoping to experience
a slice of farm life may find it a little easier this summer to find
the U-pick, tasting room or farm stand that most catches their
interest. That’s thanks to a new website launched this month by the
marketing organization California Grown. “California is more than
the country’s leading agricultural state—it’s a living classroom and
a place where food, family and farming intersect in powerful ways,”

FRITTS FORD
HERE FOR YOU THEN
HERE FOR YOU NOW

951/ 353-8800

WWW.FRITTSFLEET.COM
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said California Secretary of Food and Agriculture Karen
Ross. “This new website makes it easier than ever for people
to connect with the people and places who grow our food and
steward our land.”

Farm Bureau program pairs new farmers with
seasoned mentors

Beginning farmers and their more experienced peers are
forging fulfilling partnerships through a year-old mentorship
program run by the California Farm Bureau’s California
Bountiful Foundation and supported by state and federal
funding. Launched in spring 2024, the Expanding Our Roots
program aims to help newcomers navigate the complexities of
farming and ranching by giving them access to seasoned pros
who can share the knowledge they’ve gained through years of
trial and error, said Tyler Rood, senior project specialist at the
foundation and the program’s coordinator.




