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FARM BUREAU AT WORK
State Legislative and Government Affairs Updates

AGRICULTURAL EMPLOYMENT
SB 399 (Wahab, D-Hayward) - signed legislation that could impact California agricultural employers as 
the ongoing jockeying between employers and unions unfolds in the aftermath of 2022’s card-check legisla-
tion. SB 399 restricts employers’ ability to communicate with employees about virtually any political issue 
if the employee and employer are at odds over the underlying issue. Proponents claimed its restrictions on 
speech are meant primarily to restrain employers from engaging “captive audience” meetings to discourage 
employees from supporting union representation. The exact reach of SB 399 remains to be seen, as there 
are ongoing concerns about the degree to which it infringes on employers’ First Amendment rights. SB 399 
is likely to attract a challenge on those constitutional grounds, as has similar Minnesota legislation signed by 
Vice Presidential candidate Tim Walz. Farm Bureau had sought a veto of SB 399. 
SB 1299 (Cortese, D-San Jose) – Governor Newsom vetoed SB1299 which would have created a rebuttable 
presumption of work-relatedness in the event of a farm employee’s episode of heat illness if the injured em-
ployee worked during a week or pay period in which weather conditions triggered implementation of Cal/OSHA 
Heat Illness Prevention standard. Cortese’s rationale for the bill was that Cal/OSHA enforcement has proved 
ineffective at preventing episodes of heat illness among farm employees, despite the agency’s heavy emphasis 
on enforcement. Governor Newsom’s state reasons for vetoing SB 1299 including Cal/OSHA’s creation of a 
new enforcement task force focusing on heat illness, his concern that SB 1299 was simply the wrong tool to 
address the matter, and that the Workers Compensation Appeals Board (WCAB) has not particular expertise 
in determining employer compliance with Cal/OSHA regulations. FELS’ parent organization, California Farm 
Bureau, had encouraged Governor Newsom to veto
SB 1299. AB 2240 (Arambula, D-Fresno) – The Governor signed AB 2240 requiring state-operated and 
supported migrant farmworker housing centers to remain open year-round. Previously, qualified migrant 
farmworkers could occupy slots in migrant farmworker housing centers for up to six months, extendable to 
up to nine months. Arambula and the bill’s proponents contended the time limitation disrupted the education of 
migrant farmworker’s children when they were required to move in the middle of the academic year; existing 
policy required migrant farmworkers to move at least 50 miles away to be eligible for housing the following 
year. Some farmworker advocates expressed concern that AB 2240 would shift financial resources away from 
migrant farmworker housing programs, that year-round occupants would preclude housing workers needed 
for limited seasons, and that some centers lack heat for occupancy during winter months.
SB 1105 (Padilla, D-El Centro) – Newsom also signed SB 1105 specifying that agricultural employees can use 
state-mandated Paid Sick Leave to avoid excessive smoke, heat or flooding. Employees, including agricultural 
employees, can already use state-mandated PSL virtually without restriction and without any obligation to 
prove actual illness of themselves or others they provide care for, meaning SB 1105 makes virtually no change 
to existing law. Staff Contact: Bryan Little; blittle@cfbf.com
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Riverside County Sheriff 's Rural Crime 
Team emphasizes the importance of 
marking agricultural equipment with an 
Owner Applied Number (OAN) to aid in the 
recovery of stolen property due to rising 
thefts.

• OAN Details:
• Unique 10-digit number assigned to each agricultural 
business.
• Helps identify and protect valuable items like machinery 
and tools.

•  Support:
• Backed by organizations such as the California Rural 
Crime Prevention Task Force and California Highway 
Patrol.

• Prevention:
• Visible markings deter thieves, as identifi able items 
are less likely to be stolen.

• Free Program:
• The Sheriff 's Rural Crime Team off ers OAN assignment 
and stamping at no cost.
• Contact Sergeant Kory Murphy at (951) 217-4560 or 
Deputy Aaron Pasch (760) 308-8465 for assistance.
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Riverside County Farm Bureau Participates in the
2024 Southern California Fair Jr. Livestock Auction

On Saturday, October 12, President Richard Schmid represented the Riverside County Farm Bureau 
as an auction buyer at the Southern California Fair’s Junior Livestock Auction, supporting our members 
who contributed to the Auction Support Fund.
With four successful bids, the purchases included a lamb, a goat, and two turkeys, one of which was 
a “Reserve Champion,” bought for $1,200.00 through the “Buy Back” program. Additionally, $550 was 
allocated for student add-ons, bringing the total investment to $1,750.00 for the students’ projects.
Annually, the Riverside County Farm Bureau participates as an auction buyer to bolster auction prices 
during the Junior Livestock Auctions at both the Riverside County Fair and National Date Festival in 

Indio in February, as well as the Southern California Fair in Perris in October. Students from 4-H, FFA, Grange, and 
Independent Exhibitors raise animals as part of their educational projects, maintaining records and gaining insights 
into the costs and challenges of food production, 
along with time management skills. During the 
fairs, they showcase and sell their market animals 
to the highest bidder at the Junior Livestock 
Auctions, allowing them to use their earnings for 
future animal projects and to save for college. 
The Riverside County Farm Bureau believes that 
successful auctions will inspire students to maintain 
their interest in agriculture and aspire to careers in 
the agricultural sector.
As in previous years, the Riverside County Farm 
Bureau relies on donations to our Auction Support 
Fund from our members to assist with purchasing 
market animals at these auctions. Without these 
generous contributions, our ability to participate 
would be signifi cantly limited.
We would like to extend our sincere gratitude for 
the generous donations and express our heartfelt 
"Thank You" to everyone for your ongoing support.
Your generosity plays a crucial role in fostering 
the next generation of agricultural leaders. By 
investing in these students, you are not only 
supporting their current projects but also helping to 
build a foundation for their future endeavors in the 
world of farming and agriculture. Your contributions 
make it possible for these young individuals to gain 
valuable experience, develop essential skills, and 
cultivate a passion for agriculture that will benefi t 
our communities for years to come.
We are incredibly proud of the students and their 
dedication to learning and growing within this vital 
industry. Their hard work and commitment are 
truly inspiring, and with your support, they are 
empowered to pursue their dreams with confi dence.
Thank you once again for your unwavering 
support and belief in the potential of these young 
agriculturists. Together, we are sowing the seeds 
for a brighter future in agriculture, ensuring that the 
industry continues to thrive and innovate.
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Celebrating Agricultural Success
Riverside County Shines in the 2023 Production Report

The agricultural community of Riverside County received well-deserved recognition 
on October 1st, as Agricultural Commissioner Delia Jimenez Cioc presented the 
2023 Riverside County Agricultural Production Report to the Board of Supervisors. 
This annual report highlights the vital contributions of local farmers and ranchers, 
off ering a comprehensive statistical overview of the county’s agricultural landscape. 
As the most reliable source of data on agricultural production, it refl ects both the 
economic value and diverse output.
Riverside County’s agriculture continues to thrive, thanks to the dedication and 
innovation of farmers, ranchers, and agricultural businesses. From diaries to 
specialty crops the variety and quality of products highlight the dynamic nature of the 

region's agriculture. During the report’s presentation, each Board Member was treated to an impressive showcase 
of products grown and packaged within the county, off ering a real example of the agricultural excellence Riverside 
County is known for.
Among the items highlighted:

• Mangos – Corona-College Heights, Orange & Lemon Association
• Honey – Marquette Apiaries
• Watermelons – Eagle Eye Farms
• Limes – Vogel Corp./Limelight Groves
• Grapefruit – Bautista Creek Ranches
• Seedless Lemons – Wonderful Citrus
• Citrus and Avocados – Garcia Farming
• Nursery Plants/Trees – Alta Nursery
• Kale and Carrots – Gaytan Farms
• Herbs – Northshore Living Herbs
• Dates – Tudor Farms
• Date Bites – Pacifi c Dates
• Wine – Mount Palomar Winery, Calloway Vineyard & Winery, Wilson Creek Winery
The display was a vivid reminder of the diversity of crops produced locally, refl ecting both the county’s agricultural 
heritage and its adaptability in the face of modern challenges.
As we refl ect on the achievements highlighted in the 2023 Agricultural Production Report, it is clear that Riverside 
County’s agricultural sector is poised for continued success. The report not only showcases the current state of 
agriculture but also points toward future opportunities for growth and innovation.  Thank you to all the farmers and 
ranchers for their hard work and dedication. 

California Farm Bureau voices support for disaster relief plan
U.S. Reps. David Valadao, Jimmy Panetta, Jim Costa, Mike Thompson, Doug LaMalfa and other members 
of the California delegation today introduced the Agriculture Disaster Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act, 
which would provide $14 billion to the U.S. Department of Agriculture in support of natural disaster assistance 
programs for losses experienced in 2023. Earlier this year, economists at the American Farm Bureau Federation 
indicated that major disasters and severe weather events led to more than $21 billion in crop losses last year 
alone.
California Farm Bureau President Shannon Douglass voiced support for the legislation, noting the challenges 
natural disasters create for farmers, ranchers and other agricultural producers.
“Californians have faced a unique and broad range of disasters across the state in recent years—including 
fl oods, drought and wildfi res. Unfortunately, only a quarter of the roughly 400 commodities 
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grown in California are covered by a direct crop insurance program, meaning thousands 
of farmers are unable to access critical risk management tools to recover from disasters,” 

Douglass said. “This has led to our reliance on resources such as the Emergency Relief Program, which 
is currently oversubscribed and underfunded. We are appreciative of the attention and leadership Rep. 
Valadao, Rep. Panetta and others have shown in addressing this shortfall by introducing this supplemental 
appropriations bill.”
Under the legislation, USDA would distribute funds to producers for losses of revenue, quality or production 
due to natural disasters. The legislation also expands eligibility for livestock producers, making additional 
disaster types, livestock relocation, feed crop losses and shelter-in-place procedures eligible for funding.
In addition to these legislative eff orts, California Farm Bureau continues to work with other industry groups to 
raise awareness of the impact of natural disasters on agricultural producers, Douglass said. Today, California 
agricultural groups sent a letter to Congressional leaders urging support for additional natural disaster funding.

.....Cඈඇඍ. ൿඋඈආ Pൺ඀ൾ 6.
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
J. Doling Law, PC – (844) 894-4440
Jenny L. Doling, Esq.
36-915 Cook Street, Suite 101
Palm Desert, CA 92211
Website: www.JDL.law
Services off ered: Represents farming and 
agriculture clients throughout CA in Chapter 12 
Debt ReorganizaƟ on and other related debt and 
tax resoluƟ on maƩ ers. (Serving all of California) FB 
Member Discount: 10% Discount on aƩ orney fees 
to all California Farm Bureau Members.

Jackson Tidus – (949) 851-7409
Michele A. Staples, Esq.
2030 Main Street, Suite 1500
Irvine, CA 92614
Website: www.jacksonƟ dus.law
Services off ered: Legal services to agricultural 
landowners including land use, water rights, real 
estate and environmental law.

ELECTRICAL

KingsWay Farm – (951) 312-8704
Terry Paine
43750 Los Caballos Road
Temecula, CA 92592
Services off ered: Boarding, Breeding, and Training. 
Specializing in 3-day EvenƟ ng.

Sparky’s Electric - (951) 279-1722
2440 Crazy Horse Lane
Norco, CA 92860
Services off ered: ResidenƟ al, Commercial, and 
Industrial Electrical needs. FB Member Discount: 
10% Discount when menƟ oned at Ɵ me of dispatch.

Arlan Knutson Insurance – (951) 683-3730
Paula Muskey or Jennifer Bacalia
P.O. Box 64109
Irvine, CA 92602
Website: www.arlanknutsoninsurance.com
Services off ered: Home, Auto, Farm and Commercial 
Insurance needs. Serving Los Angeles County, 
Riverside County, San Bernardino County, San Diego 
County.

EQUIPMENT AUCTIONS

Rain for Rent – (760) 344-5850
Manuel Gaitan
3397 CA-86
Imperial, CA 92251
Website: www.rainforrent.com
Rain for Rent – (800) 742-7246 Toll Free
6400 Fischer Road
Riverside, CA 92507
Website: www.rainforrent.com
Services off ered: Temporary liquid handling 
soluƟ ons including pumps, tanks, fi ltraƟ on, 
irrigaƟ on, and spill containment. The IrrigaƟ on 
store carries most major brands of irrigaƟ on 
supplies and equipment.

EQUESTRIAN

INSURANCE 

Vantage AucƟ ons, Inc. – (951) 228-9040
521 Silver Street
Lake Elsinore, CA 92530
Website: www.vantageaucƟ ons.com
Services off ered: Full-Service ConstrucƟ on and  
Agricultural Equipment AucƟ on.

ATTORNEY/LEGAL SERVICES IRRIGATION SYSTEMS

PEST CONTROL & WEED ABATEMENT

AG IPM – (951) 809-1213
ConsulƟ ng and ApplicaƟ ons
Richard Zapien
17130 Van Buren Blvd., #222
Riverside, CA 92506
Website: hƩ ps://ag-ipm.com
Services off ered: Weed Abatement, Pest Control, 
Farm and Orchard Management. State Licensed 
and Bonded.

WINERIES (LOCAL)

Baily Vineyard & Winery
33440 La Serena Way, Temecula, CA 92591
Phone Number: (951) 676-9463
Website: www.bailywinery.com
Bel Vino Winery
3515 Rancho California Rd, Temecula, CA 92591
Phone Number: (951) 676-6414
Website: www.belvinowinery.com
Carter Estate Winery and Resort
34450 Rancho California Rd, Temecula, CA 92591
Phone Number: (844) 851-2138
Website: www.carterestatewinery.com
Danza del Sol Winery
39050 De Portola Rd, Temecula, CA 92592
Phone Number: (951) 302-6363
Website: www.danzadelsolwinery.com
Doff o Winery
36083 Summitville St, Temecula, CA 92592
Phone Number: (951) 676-6989
Website: www.doff owines.com
Europa Village
33475 La Serena Way, Temecula, CA 92591
Phone Number: (951) 506-1818
Website: www.europavillage.com
Falkner Winery
40620 Calle Contento, Temecula, CA 92591
Phone Number: (951) 676-8231
Website: www.falknerwinery.com

Foot Path Winery
36650 Glen Oaks Rd, Temecula, CA 92592
Phone Number: (951) 265-9951
Website: www.footpathwinery.com
Gershon Bachus Vintners
ChrisƟ na Falik
37750 De Portola Road, Temecula, CA 92592
Phone Number: (877) 458-8428
Website: www.gershonbachus.com
Leoness Cellars
38311 De Portola Rd, Temecula, CA 92592
Phone Number: (951) 302-7601
Website: www.leonesscellars.com
Mount Palomar Winery
33820 Rancho California Rd, Temecula, CA 92591
Phone Number: (951) 676-5047
Website: www.mountpalomarwinery.com
Oak Mountain Winery
36522 Va Verde, Temecula, CA 92592
Phone Number: (951) 699-9102
Website: www.oakmountainwinery.com
Palumbo Family Vineyard
40150 Barksdale Cir, Temecula, CA 92592
Phone Number: (951) 676-7900
Website: www.palumbofamilyvineyards.com
Peltzer Winery
40275 Calle Contento, Temecula, CA 92591
Phone Number: (951) 888-2008
Website: www.peltzerwinery.com
Ponte Winery
35053 Rancho California Rd, Temecula, CA 92591
Phone Number: (877) 314-9463
Website: www.pontewinery.com
South Coast Winery Resort & Spa
34843 Rancho California Rd, Temecula, CA 92591
Phone Number: (951) 566-4622
Website: www.southcoastwinery.com
Thornton Winery
32575 Rancho California Rd, Temecula, CA 92591
Phone Number: (951) 699-0099
Website: www.thorntonwine.com
Wiens Family Cellars
35055 Via Del Ponte, Temecula, CA 92592
Phone Number: (951) 694-9892
Website: www.wienscellars.com
Wilson Creek Winery
35960 Rancho California Rd, Temecula, CA 92591
Phone Number: (951) 699-9463
Website: www.wilsoncreekwinery.com
Temecula Valley Winegrowers AssociaƟ on
P.O. Box 1601
Temecula, CA 92593
Phone Number: (800) 801-9463
Website: www.temeculawines.org
(Business Members of Riverside County 
Farm Bureau receive one listing free in 
the category of their choice. If you would 
like to be listed or rates for non-members, 
please call RCFB at (951) 684-6732.)
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 There will be no Regular Board of Directors meeting in 
November or December 2024. The next Board meeting will 
be held on Wednesday, January 8,2025. More details will be 
announced at a later date.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Food and Farm News
Courtesy of CFBF

‘Brutal’ wine market leaves farms in peril
A downturn in wine sales worldwide has shaken California’s 
winegrape sector. After years of growth, U.S. sales have 
declined for three straight years. The shrinking market has 
left wineries oversupplied and California’s vineyard acreage 
out of step with demand. This year, many growers could see 
their entire crop rot on the vines. “It’s leaving some guys in 
some very precarious positions,” said Jeff  Bitter, president 
of Allied Grape Growers, a grower-owned marketing group 
that sells winegrapes for 400 growers across California. 

State water board increases rates for 2024-25
To meet budgetary shortfalls for water rights and water 
quality programs that require participation by farmers 
and ranchers, the California State Water Resources 
Control Board has approved rate increases, including for 
groundwater recharge projects. The higher fees come as 
California water users and local agencies work to balance 
critically overdrafted aquifers under the state’s Sustainable 
Groundwater Management Act. “Farm Bureau is concerned 

that if the fees are too high, this will be a disincentive 
to doing the exact sort of recharge that the temporary 
180-day and fi ve-year, high-fl ow diversion permits 
were intended to do,” said Alexandra Biering, senior 
policy advocate for the California Farm Bureau. 
 
Certifi ers among those aff ected by new organic 
rules 
New federal rules meant to prevent organic fraud 
have been praised by organic farmers for helping to 
protect the integrity of the national organic label. But 
the rules have also brought unintended consequences 
as smaller operations struggle to keep up with the new 
requirements. Those struggling include government 
agencies that inspect and certify farms to ensure 
they comply with standards of the National Organic 
Program.

RCFB Nominating Committee 
In accordance with the Bylaws of the Riverside County Farm 
Bureau, election of Offi  cers and Directors will be held by 
the Agricultural (Voting) members at the Annual Meeting on 
Sunday, November 10, 2024 at Desert Falls Country Club in 
Palm Desert, California.

The Nominating Committee recommends the following 
Board of Directors for election for the 2024/2025 membership 
year. 

 President
 Ellen Way

Directors
Dalton Abrams ~ Linden Anderson ~ Grant Chaffi  n

Rod Chamberlain ~ Stephen J. Corona ~ Andy Domenigoni
Cindy Domenigoni ~ Dan Hollingsworth ~ Marlene Pongs 

Ellen Trover ~ Richard A. Schmid, Jr. ~ Brad Scott
Richard Zapien

Vice President
Andy Wilson

Vice President
Paul Cramer

Vice President
Celeste Alonzo

“Farm Bureau Working for You”


