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California Farm Bureau President Praises Nomination of Elaine Trevino
California Farm Bureau President Jamie Johansson today applauded President Joe Biden’s decision 
to nominate Elaine Trevino as his top agricultural trade negotiator.

Trevino, who is from California’s Central Valley, is president of the Almond Alliance of California. She 
previously worked on international trade programs as deputy secretary of the California Department 
of Food and Agriculture under former governors Gray Davis and Arnold Schwarzenegger.

Johansson is urging her swift confi rmation by the U.S. Senate.

“California’s farmers and ranchers are extremely pleased with Elaine Trevino’s appointment as chief 
agricultural trade negotiator for the United States Trade Representative,” Johansson said. “She 
brings a real-life understanding of California farm communities and served in key leadership posi-
tions for both Democratic and Republican administrations. Her experience in the top agricultural 
production and export state in the nation gives her deep knowledge of how our nation should best 
navigate trade issues for the benefi t of farm producers across America.”.

Inside this Issue...
Owner Applied Number .............3
RSO AG Team: Pallet Thefts .....3
USDA Pandemic Assistance ......4
"Barn at Night" Children's Book 5
Pest Alerts .....................................6
2021 CA Citrus Conference ........6
SAVE THE DATE ~ RCFB
104th Annual Dinner Meeting  ..8
Calendar .....................................8

The Riverside County Farm Bureau has secured 
additional stock of  disposable masks, please 
contact our office for availability and to arrange 
pick-up.
                
                        Call our Office (951) 684-6732

COVID-19 Vaccine Information
Riverside County

Riverside University Health System is now vaccinating all individuals 12 or 
older.  A minor consent form is required for those that are 12 to 17 years old 
and is available online.  For more information, please visit
https://www.rivcoph.org/COVID-19-Vaccine
Additional Information:
•    Email your questions about Riverside County vaccinations to
      rivco.vaccines@ruhealth.org.
•    For information on Riverside County’s COVID-19 Response, visit    
     www.rivcoph.org/coronavirus.
•    Please visit the CDC Essential Worker COVID-19 Vaccine Toolkit to
     help educate your workers about important prevention tools and why
     vaccines are important. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
     ncov/vaccines/toolkits/essential-workers.html
•    Follow Riverside University Health System – Public Health on Social
     Media for the latest updates 
 Facebook:
           www.facebook.com/countyriversidedepartmentofpublichealth
 Twitter: https://twitter.com/RivCoDoc
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Notes from the Riverside County Sheriff 's Agriculture Team (AG Team)
The Sheriff ’s Ag Team is getting busier and busier serving our agriculture partners and we are 
happy to be in this role. One service that seems to be gaining popularity is the Owner Applied 
Number (OAN) stamping. 

The OAN is a unique number used to protect and identify equipment, tools, vehicles and other 
valuable items from a ranch, farm, dairy, winery or any other agriculture related business. It 
is a 10-digit number that represents an individual agriculture business.  Each business will be 
assigned their own unique OAN that can be imprinted on their equipment. 

An OAN follows a standard confi guration.
A typical OAN would look like: CA0331234A. 
OAN Part: Relevance:
CA   Represents the OAN was originated in California
033  Indicates the OAN is from a Riverside County facility.
1234  Unique number assigned to the individual ag business. 
A  Alphabetical designator as part of the unique confi guration for each ag business. 

The Ag Team is happy to facilitate getting your OAN assigned to you and we are currently able to stamp it on a wide range 
of metal items. The OAN is commonly applied to tractors, trailers, motorized vehicles, tools & equipment and just about any 
other item you want marked with your OAN. 

Having your own OAN makes it much easier for any stolen equipment to be quickly identifi ed as yours, and eventually returned 
to you.  Anyone interested in obtaining an OAN and marking some equipment with it should contact the Ag Team and we will 
be happy to make it happen. You can reach me on my desk phone, (951) 696-3184, or by email at repps@riversidesheriff .org.

Pallet Thefts
In our effort to maintain a positive and productive relationship with our 
ag partners, the Sheriff’s Ag Team would like to take a moment to pass 
along some information about a pattern of pallet thefts we are investi-
gating. 
The Ag Team has been looking into several incidents of pallet thefts 
that were occurring in the Temecula and Lake Elsinore area. Our ef-
forts identifi ed 4 suspects and we were able to recover over 100 stolen 
pallets. Our investigation determined a few individuals made a habit 
of going around to various locations and taking pallets in the middle of 
the night. Most of these pallets were behind a business location and 
outdoors. 
The people stealing them have been captured on several different vid-
eos taking over 100 at a time. A local avocado packing business near 
Temecula recently lost around 500 pallets based on the surveillance 
videos we watched. There were multiple suspects involved in the those 
thefts and I’m happy to say the Ag Team has arrested 2 of them.  An-
other suspect was contacted and interviewed and theft charges will be 
fi led with the District Attorney. 
If you are experiencing pallet thefts, I’d encourage you to call anyone 
from the Ag Team and we will be happy to respond and investigate 
the matter. My desk phone is (951) 696-3184. Feel free to call me and 
leave a voice mail if that’s easier and I will ensure the right team mem-
bers get the information and reach out to you. 
Thanks for all your support.
Sgt. Bob Epps, Sheriff’s Ag Team
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USDA Pandemic Assistance for Producers
USDA is dedicated to reaching a broad set of producers and agricultural businesses through our 

Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative. 

Coronavirus Food Assistance Program
On March 24, 2021 USDA announced updates to the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP) for produc-
ers of agricultural commodities marketed in 2020 who faced market disruptions due to COVID-19. USDA's Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) re-opened signup for CFAP 2 beginning on April 5, 2021. CFAP was also updated to include 
an increase in CFAP 1 payment rates for cattle, additional CFAP 2 assistance for eligible row-crop producers, and 
processing of eligible payments for CFAP Additional Assistance.

USDA announced additional CFAP 2 updates on August 24, 2021, including payments for eligible livestock and 
poultry contract producers and a fl exibility to payment calculations for sales-based commodities. A signup deadline 
of October 12, 2021 was also announced. 

Visit farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance/cfap for more information on the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program, 
including eligible commodities, producer eligibility, payment limitations and structure, and options to apply for 
CFAP 2. 
Pandemic Livestock Indemnity Program
On July 13, 2021 USDA announced the Pandemic Livestock Indemnity Program (PLIP). PLIP provides fi nancial 
assistance to support producers of eligible swine, chickens, and turkeys depopulated from March 1, 2020, through 
December 26, 2020. To be eligible, depopulation of poultry or livestock must have been due to insuffi  cient process-
ing access resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic. Livestock and poultry also must have been physically located 
in the United States or a territory of the United States at the time of depopulation.

USDA’s Farm Service Agency will accept applications July 20 through October 12, 2021. FSA extended the original 
signup deadline, which was September 17, 2021. Visit farmers.gov/plip to learn more about additional eligibility 
requirements and how to apply. 
Pandemic Assistance for Timber Harvesters and Haulers Program
On July 20, 2021 USDA announced the Pandemic Assistance for Timber Harvesters and Haulers program (PATHH). 
PATHH provides up to $200 million to support timber harvesting and timber hauling businesses that experienced a 
loss of at least 10 percent gross revenue from January 1 through December 1, 2020, compared to the same period 
in 2019. Individual loggers or truckers, or legal entities, may be eligible for up to $125,000 in fi nancial assistance 
through this program. 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency will accept applications July 22 through October 15, 2021. Visit farmers.gov/pathh 
to learn more about additional eligibility requirements and how to apply through your local USDA Service Center.  
Additional Pandemic Assistance for Producers
In March, USDA announced the Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative to support a number of new pro-
grams or to modify existing eff orts, many of which were implemented in June and July of 2021. These eff orts will 
continue to focus on fi lling gaps in previous rounds of assistance and helping beginning, socially disadvantaged, 
and small and medium sized producers that need support most. USDA will provide support for:

• Biofuel producers. USDA will allocate $700 million to support biofuel producers. 
• Dairy farmers and processors. USDA will allocate approximately $580 million through Supplemental Dairy 

Margin Coverage for small and medium farms.
• Organic producers. USDA will allocate up to $20 million in additional organic cost share assistance. These 

funds will be available to organic producers and producers who are transitioning to organic. 
• Small hog producers that use the spot market or negotiate prices. USDA has examined the diff erence 

between the negotiated prices for hogs and the fi ve-year average and documented a signifi cant drop during 
April through September of 2020 due to the pandemic. USDA has set aside up to $50 million in pandemic 
assistance funds to provide additional assistance for small hog producers that use the spot market or nego-
tiate prices. Details on the additional targeted assistance are expected to be available this summer.

For more information, please visit usda.gov and click Pandemic Assistance or visit farmers.gov.
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New Book Gives Kids Glimpse of a ‘Barn at Night’
A new children’s book is now available for families searching for 
a captivating agriculture story to share. “Barn at Night,” featuring 
lyrical poetry and glowing watercolors, is now available from Feed-
ing Minds Press, the American Farm Bureau Foundation for Agricul-
ture’s publishing venture.

“In ‘Barn at Night,’ readers discover the certain magic of a farm in 
the quiet predawn hours,” said Foundation for Agriculture executive 
director Daniel Meloy. “It is our hope that this book will illustrate the 
dedication of farmers and ranchers in caring for their animals, day 

in and day out, long before the rest of the world springs to life.”

This heartwarming yet true-to-life tale, written by Michelle Houts and illustrated by Jen Betton, invites readers 
along as a father and daughter go out to the 
barn on a cold winter night and are welcomed 
with an enchanting scene. The pair discover 
who is awake, who is asleep, and who is just 
making their fi rst appearance in the barn.

To complement the book, Feeding Minds 
Press has created several engaging compan-
ion resources, including an activity kit, an in-
depth video from the book’s illustrator show-
ing her creative process, and a blog post from 
the book’s author explaining her inspiration for 
the book. A full educator’s guide is available or 
a sample lesson plan can be viewed at www.
feedingmindspress.com.

“Barn at Night” is the fourth printed title from 
Feeding Minds Press, which published “Right 
This Very Minute” in January 2019, “Chuck’s 
Ice Cream Wish” in March 2020, and “My Fam-
ily’s Soybean Farm” in January 2021. Feeding 
Minds Press also off ers several free printable 
books that focus on careers in agriculture. The 
book is available for purchase directly from 
Feeding Minds Press, as well as on Amazon 
and Barnes & Noble online.

About Feeding Minds Press:

Feeding Minds Press is a project of the Ameri-
can Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture. 
The mission of the Foundation is to build aware-
ness and understanding of agriculture through 
education. The goal of Feeding Minds Press is 
to publish accurate and engaging books about 
agriculture that connect readers to where their 
food comes from and to who grows it.



6 - SEPTEMBER 2021 RIVERSIDE COUNTY AGRICULTURE 



 SEPTEMBER 2021 RIVERSIDE COUNTY AGRICULTURE  -  7



8 - SEPTEMBER 2021 RIVERSIDE COUNTY AGRICULTURE 

Riverside CountyRiverside County

AGRICULTUREAGRICULTURE
The offi  cial publication of Riverside County Farm Bureau, Inc.The offi  cial publication of Riverside County Farm Bureau, Inc.

  October 13, 2021 ~ 5:30 PM, Riverside County Farm 
Bureau Board of Directors Hybrid meeting, Russo's Italian 
Kitchen in Banning and to be held by a Zoom Conference.  
If you are interested in participating, please call our offi  ce at 
(951) 684-6732.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

“Farm Bureau Working for You”

Food and Farm News
Courtesy of CFBF

Agritourism gets a boost as visitors welcomed back to the 
country
Winery tasting rooms have reopened and pumpkin patch-
es, corn mazes and U-Pick fl ower fi elds are gearing up for 
a resurgence of tourism. The rebound follows widespread 
closures last year of many California farm festivals, tours 
and workshops. Many were conducted as virtual events or 
greatly scaled back. Now some farm open houses are sell-
ing out as people are taking drives back into farm country.

USDA allocates $700 million in pandemic relief for food, 
farm employees
The U.S. Department of Agriculture is allocating $700 
million to help farm and food employees impacted by CO-
VID-19. The money is intended to help front-line grocery 
workers, meatpacking and farm employees recover per-
sonal and family expenses resulting from the pandemic. 

Those costs may include protective equipment, de-
pendent care and expenses for quarantine or testing.

California apple harvest underway as growers look 
to expand markets
California apple growers are looking to expand busi-
ness through exports as competition from other re-
gions impacts the domestic market. The Golden State 
apple harvest, now underway, typically gives farm-
ers a three-week market jump on other regions with 
later harvest times. This year California growers are 
expected to produce 1.3 million 40-pound boxes of 
apples . That’s down just slightly from last year.

November 13, 2021
4:00 PM - 7:00 PM4:00 PM - 7:00 PM

Riverside County Farm Riverside County Farm 
Bureau cordially invites Bureau cordially invites 

you to celebrate ouryou to celebrate our

104th Annual Meeting104th Annual Meeting

Monteleone MeadowsMonteleone Meadows
35245 Briggs Road35245 Briggs Road
Murrieta, CA 92563Murrieta, CA 92563

$40.00
per person

(Children under 12 free)

$60.00
per Couple Jamie Johansson

California Farm Bureau President

Special Guest Speaker


