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NEW DATES ADDED!
FREE REMOTE DELIVERY 

Produce Safety Training

Food Safety Training Partnership is pleased to offer FREE Produce Safety Training (required by the Produce 
Safety Rule) offered through Web-based live remote delivery by Produce Safety Alliance-approved instructors 
from the Food Safety Training Partnership's Safe Food Alliance!

April 13, 2021
Two Half Day Sessions Apr 13-14 from 10am-3:30pm (PST)

April 21, 2021
Two Half Day Sessions Apr 21-22 from 10am-3:30pm (PST)

May 11, 2021
Two Half Day Sessions May 11-12 from 10am-3:30pm (PST)

May 26, 2021
Two Half Day Sessions May 26-27 from 10am-3:30pm (PST)

June 8, 2021
Two Half Day Sessions June 8-9 from 10am-3:30pm (PST)

June 23, 2021
Two Half Day Sessions June 23-24 from 10am-3:30pm (PST)

Register Today!
Register at Food Safety Training Partnership; visit http://foodsafetytrainingpartnership.org 

For more information or call 916-561-5672.

Space is limited!
A high-speed internet connection and 
confi rmed attendance for the full course 
will be required.

COVID-19 Vaccine Information
Riverside County continues to release appointments for the COV-
ID-19 vaccines as they become available. The demand for the CO-
VID-19 vaccine throughout our community continues to exceed the 
limited supply available. Community members are encouraged to 
check Riverside County’s Vaccine Dashboard on a regular basis to 
make sure they are informed of new vaccine clinics as appointments 
become available.

•    Visit Riverside County’s new Vaccine Dashboard, at
     https://www.rivcoph.org/COVID-19-Vaccine
•    Email your questions about Riverside County vaccinations to
      rivco.vaccines@ruhealth.org.
•    For information on Riverside County’s COVID-19 Response, visit    
     www.rivcoph.org/coronavirus.
•    Please visit the CDC Essential Worker COVID-19 Vaccine Toolkit to
     help educate your workers about important prevention tools and why
     vaccines are important. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
     ncov/vaccines/toolkits/essential-workers.html
•    Follow Riverside University Health System – Public Health on Social
     Media for the latest updates 
 Facebook:
           www.facebook.com/countyriversidedepartmentofpublichealth
 Twitter: https://twitter.com/RivCoDoc
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Drought-tolerant plants can save water, but beware of those that are toxic
By Jeannette E. Warnert, Author - Communications Specialist, Agriculture and Natural Resources, UC Kearney Research and Extension Center

UC Master Gardener Francie Murphy was pruning the succulents in her San Diego front yard when an unfortunate accident catalyzed her commitment to com-
municating the dangers of toxic plants. She trimmed a stem on her drought-tolerant pencil milk bush and milky sap spurted into one eye, causing stinging pain.

"I tried to wipe it out, and in doing so got in both eyes. I was blinded. The pain was unbelievable," she said.

A nearby friend rushed her to the emergency room where the doctor diagnosed chemical burns to her corneas and washed her eyes with two liters of saline water 
each. Murphy removed the plant from her garden, but saw it growing throughout her community.

"I knew we had to do something," she said.

Drought-tolerant plants like cacti, yucca, agaves and aloes have adaptations to protect themselves from wildlife in search of the moisture within their leaves and 
stems. They have spikes or spines to ward off people and animals. Other plants don’t have outward signs of danger. Fire sticks, also known as sticks on fi re 
and pencil cactus and by its scientifi c name Euphorbia tirucalli, is a very popular succulent in frost-free areas. Its vertical growth habit and showy soft green to 
reddish-gold stems make it a striking landscape specimen. A native of southern Africa, the smooth, coral-like stems look deceptively harmless. The sap is toxic.

"Fire sticks should be planted far from walkways, in the back of the landscape, where you can see them, but not touch them," said UC Cooperative Extension 
natural resources advisor Chris McDonald. "When trimming the plant, wear long pants, long sleeves and eye protection. If the plant is tall, consider protecting 
your face."

After Murphy shared her story about these plants with other Master Gardeners, UCCE San Diego gathered a team and worked with colleagues to secure funding 
from the County of San Diego to develop a website and handouts to inform the community about readily available yet toxic drought-tolerant plants being planted 
into California landscapes.

The handout can be downloaded from the Plant Safely website at https://ucanr.edu/sites/PlantSafely/. The materials were quickly distributed to nurseries, 
garden events and Master Gardener help booths, such as at farmers markets, home shows and fairs, and other educational events. A key feature of the website 
is a database of nearly 100 plants with photos and descriptions that explain how they are unsafe and how they can be used safely in the landscape.

 Some common yet toxic landscape plants included in the database are:
• Fire sticks (Euphorbia tirucalli) – Sap in any form, including dried sap, is irritating and can be toxic if it gets on skin or in eyes.
• Oleander (Nerium oleander) – The entire plant is toxic if ingested. The wood can be severely irritating if burned in a fi re or BBQ.
• California poppy (Eschscholzia californica) – The entire plant is toxic if ingested.
• Milkweed (Asclepias spp.) – The entire plant of many species is toxic if ingested. Milkweeds, like the California native narrow leaf milkweed (Asclepias 

fascicularis), are the only food source for monarch butterfl ies and can help restore monarch populations.
• Sago Palm (Cycas regoluta) – All parts of the plant are toxic to humans and pets, and the tips of leaves are surprisingly sharp.
• Mexican bird of paradise (Caesalpinia spp.) – Plants, seedpods, seeds and leaves contain toxins, which can cause gastrointestinal irrigation, nausea and 

vomiting.

"These potentially harmful plants are grown widely in many parts of California," McDonald said. "It’s important to promote drought-tolerant landscapes, and we 
must also do it in a way that preserves public health."
UC Agriculture and Natural Resources brings the power of UC to all 58 counties. Through research and Cooperative Extension in agriculture, natural resources, 
nutrition, economic and youth development, our mission is to improve the lives of all Californians. Learn more at ucanr.edu.

California Farm Bureau presses for Senate action on agricultural immigration bill
Now that a signifi cant agricultural immigration bill has won passage from the U.S. House of Representatives, the California Farm Bureau has called on 
the Senate to begin the process of moving the bill to President Biden’s desk.
The Farm Workforce Modernization Act of 2021 by Reps. Zoe Lofgren, D-San Jose, and Dan Newhouse, R-Wash., passed the House today with biparti-
san support. It would update agricultural visa programs and accommodate immigrant agricultural employees already in the country.
“We’re pleased to see the Farm Workforce Modernization Act advance,” California Farm Bureau President Jamie Johansson said. “We thank Reps. 
Lofgren and Newhouse for championing the bill, and the many California representatives who advocated and voted for it.”
Johansson said Farm Bureau will work with California Sens. Dianne Feinstein and Alex Padilla to seek refi nements to the bill’s guestworker provisions 
before a Senate vote.
“We know Sens. Feinstein and Padilla appreciate the importance of easing chronic employee shortages on California farms, and of providing more sta-
bility and dignity to the men and women who work in agriculture,” he said. “Farmers and farm employees are eager to see the Senate move quickly in 
addressing immigration reform for agriculture.”
Senate action would further recognize the essential work farm employees have performed during the COVID-19 pandemic, Johansson said.
“The men and women who work on farms and ranches have shown dedication to their jobs and to their communities during an extremely trying time,” he 
said. “Everyone in the country has benefi ted from that dedication. Farmers and farm employees need a legislative solution that will help assure farms and 
ranches retain the fl exibility to respond to changing demands for safe, healthy food and farm products.”
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New, Cross-sector Work Group will Speed California’s Shift to Safer Pest Management
The California Department of Pesticide Regulation and California Department of Food and Agriculture launch a broad new work group 
to accelerate the systemwide adoption of safer, sustainable pest control practices.
The 25-member Sustainable Pest Management Work Group includes farmers, community members, university researchers and 
representatives from commodity groups and the pesticide industry. They are charged with identifying pathways to minimize the use 
of toxic pesticides and expand the use of integrated pest management practices; better protect public and environmental health; and 
engage, educate and promote collaboration to achieve these goals. 
 “Transitioning away from toxic pesticides requires us to speed up the development of effective alternatives,” said CalEPA Secretary 
Jared Blumenfeld. “By giving our farmers a suite of integrated pest management tools, we can better protect farmworkers and some 
of California’s most vulnerable communities. This dynamic task force will give us the roadmap to achieve this bold vision.”
“California agriculture is recognized not only for its quality and quantity, but also for the sustainable, innovative, forward-thinking way it 
is grown,” said CDFA Secretary Karen Ross. “Our farmers have been leaders in adopting integrated pest management and partnering 
with universities and technical assistance providers to meet our high standards for food, environmental and worker safety. This work 
group represents a broad array of perspectives to inform 
the next decade of research and development invest-
ment and new partnerships to continue the production 
of nutritious, delicious food and high quality agricultural 
products with the least impact to our surrounding com-
munities.” 
Funded in last year’s budget, the group’s work will build 
upon the recommendations of the Alternatives to Chlor-
pyrifos Work Group whose 2020 report identifi ed alterna-
tives to the hazardous insecticide and outlined actions to 
further support agriculture and the health of local com-
munities, farmworkers and the environment. A new status 
update details additional actions DPR has taken based 
on the 2020 report, and how DPR and CDFA are working 
together to provide additional funding to the University 
of California and California State University to expand 
integrated pest management research and education. 
California prohibited virtually all uses of chlorpyrifos as 
of Dec. 31, 2020.
The Sustainable Pest Management Work Group is part 
of the State’s larger commitment to accelerating the tran-
sition away from hazardous pesticides. To support the 
move, Governor Newsom is proposing to fund additional 
support for the transition by replacing the current fl at-fee 
mill assessment on pesticide sales with a new risk-based 
tiered mill assessment, where higher toxicity pesticides 
are assessed a higher fee. 
The additional revenue will fund enhanced integrated 
pest management (IPM) programs, including funding 
for UC Cooperative Extension and CSU Agricultural 
Research Institute to develop alternatives to toxic pes-
ticides and support grower adoption of IPM; strengthen 
enforcement and air monitoring; and increase community 
engagement, particularly in disadvantaged communities.
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  April 14, 2021 ~ 5:30 PM, Riverside County Farm Bureau 
Board of Directors meeting will be held by a Zoom Conference.  
If you are interested in participating, please call our offi  ce at 
(951) 684-6732.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

“Farm Bureau Working for You”

Food and Farm News
Courtesy of CFBF

USDA concludes investigation of ‘mystery seeds’
Packets of “mystery seeds” sent to thousands of people 
across the U.S. last year have prompted a federal agency to 
provide additional guidance for online seed sales. The U.S. 
Department of Agriculture says it found no evidence some-
one was trying to harm agriculture when they sent the seeds 
last summer. After an investigation, USDA concluded the 
seeds were likely part of an internet scam to help an online 
seller’s search results.
Detectives analyze rural-crime trends
Agricultural crime remains a serious problem in many parts 
of California, though reported crimes declined in some rural 
counties the past year. Detectives say they’re not sure why 
the decline occurred, and farmers say they continue to be 
plagued by thefts, illegal dumping and other problems. A 
bill introduced in the state Legislature would increase fi nes 
for illegal dumping. In one county, inmate work crews that 

clear dump sites have been reduced due to pandemic 
concerns.
U.S. Capitol Christmas tree will come from North 
Coast
A tree from the North Coast of California will serve as 
the offi  cial U.S. Capitol Christmas tree. The Six Rivers 
National Forest, based in Eureka, announced it had been 
chosen to provide the tree, which will be placed on the 
west lawn of the Capitol in early December. It’s the fi rst 
time a tree from the Six Rivers forest has been selected, 
and the fi fth time a tree from California will serve as the 
Capitol Christmas tree.

SAVE UP TO $500 ON CASE IH
FARMALL & MAXXUM TRACTORS, HAY TOOLS, MORE

Farm Bureau members save $200-$500 per unit on select Case 
IH equipment. Farm Bureau individual, family or business 
members qualify for purchase or lease incentives listed below 
with discount certifi cate go to www.cfbf.com click on Member 
Benefi ts ~ Agricultural Supplies to get your certifi cate.
SAVE $200 per unit: To see a complete list go to www.cfbf.com.
Case IH Farmall C series compact tractors
Case IH Farmall® A series compact tractors
Case IH Farmall A series utility tractors

SAVE $500 per unit:
Case IH Maxxum® series tractors
Case IH Vestrum® series tractors
Case IH self-propelled windrowers
Case IH large square balers

If you have questions or need 
help obtaining the certifi cate, 
please call 800-698-FARM or 
visit your local FB offi ce.


