
SEPTEMBER 2020 RIVERSIDE COUNTY AGRICULTURE  -  1

Our 74th Year of Publication: Volume LXXIV, Number 9, September 2020.Our 74th Year of Publication: Volume LXXIV, Number 9, September 2020.

Riverside CountyRiverside County  AGRICULTUREAGRICULTURE
The offi  cial publication of Riverside County Farm Bureau, Inc.The offi  cial publication of Riverside County Farm Bureau, Inc.
 A private, nonprofi t organization serving farmers throughout Riverside County since 1917 A private, nonprofi t organization serving farmers throughout Riverside County since 1917

Photo provided by RCFB Executive Director Rachael Johnson.Photo provided by RCFB Executive Director Rachael Johnson.



2 - SEPTEMBER 2020 RIVERSIDE COUNTY AGRICULTURE 

(USPS 466-900)  Published  monthly by Riverside County Farm Bureau, 
Inc., a  non-profi t  organization  serving farmers and ranchers at  21160  
Box Springs  Road, #102, Moreno Valley, California 92557, Telephone 
951/684-6732. Subscriptions: $1 per year of membership dues.  Periodicals 
postage  paid at Riverside, California 92507, under act of March 3, 1887.  
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to  RIVERSIDE  COUNTY FARM 
BUREAU, 21160 Box Springs Rd., #102, Moreno Valley, CA 92557. For 
advertising information,Telephone (951)684-6732 ~ Printed by Layton 
Printing, La Verne, California.

Riverside County Farm Bureau assumes no responsibility for statements 
by advertisers or for products advertised in “Riverside County Agriculture,” 
nor for statements or expressions of opinion other than in editorials or 
articles showing authorship by an offi cer, director or employee of Riverside 
County Farm Bureau.

Welcome New Members
We would like to "Thank You" for becoming part of  the 

Farm Bureau Family.

Executive Offi  cers
President

Richard A. Schmid, Jr.

Vice Presidents
Ellen Lloyd Trover

Andy Wilson
Paul Cramer 

Treasurer 

2012 Past President
Grant Chaffi  n

Board of Directors
Celeste Alonzo

Linden Anderson
Stephen J. Corona
Andy Domenigoni
Cindy Domenigoni

John C. Gless
Dan Hollingsworth

Joyce Jong
Lauren Oostdam

Brad Scott
Greg Young

Farm Bureau Staff 
 Executive Director

Corporate Secretary 
Rachael Johnson

Offi ce Manager
Stephanie Bell

www.fels.net

For COVID-19 Resources and Information
Please visit these websites

The Riverside County Agricultural Commissioner’s Office 
has a limited supply of  N-95 masks solely for the protection 
of  agricultural applicators and handlers that use pesticides 
labeled with N-95 requirements. Please contact their office 
at (951) 955-3045.

Inside this Issue...
   
Available Face Masks .................2
Proposition 15.............................3
Housing for the Harvest .............5
USDA Wildfi re Assistance .........5
Organic Farming Lessons
Off ered Online ..............................6
 Hand Sanitizer Donation ...........8
Calendar .....................................8

The Riverside County Farm Bureau has secured 
additional stock of  disposable masks, please 
contact our office for availability and to arrange 
pick-up.
                
                        Call our Office (951) 684-6732

SAVE UP TO $5,000 ON CAT EXCAVATORS, SKID STEERS, 
WHEEL LOADERS AND MORE.
California Farm Bureau members can save up to $5,000 on eligible Cat® 
machines. On top of that, members receive an additional $250 credit on 
work tool attachments purchased with new Cat machines. Combine these 
Farm Bureau incentives with other discounts, promotions, rebates or of-
fers that may be available from Cat or your Cat dealer. Visit member ben-
efi ts and click on to Agricultural Supplies at www.cfbf.com.  Just enter your 
member id and ZIP code, and print out your certifi cate and take it to the 
dealership prior to purchase.
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USDA Assists Farmers, Ranchers, and 
Communities Aff ected by Western Wildfi res

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced 
the availability of assistance for residents and agricultural 
producers affected by recent wildfi res. The USDA has 
multiple agencies that provide fi nancial and/or technical 
assistance to help farmers, ranchers and rural landown-
ers recover from natural disasters. Please visit the USDA 
Disaster Resource Center at https://www.usda.gov/
topics/disaster. 
Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool (USDA)

The USDA’s Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool provides 
an overview of USDA disaster assistance programs that 
might be available to California farmers and ranchers 
depending on loss/damage, location, timing and impact. 
Local program availability and individual eligibility will be 
determined by the USDA servicing offi ce. Learn about 
USDA disaster assistance programs that might be right 
for you by completing fi ve simple steps at https://www.
farmers.gov/recover or for more information about 
disaster programs in your area, contact your local USDA 
service center at https://www.farmers.gov/contact.

Riverside County Farmworker Housing and Wage Assistance Program Launched
A new program to protect essential farmworkers and food processing workers across Riverside County started taking applications 
on Wednesday, Sept. 16, 2020.
 
The Riverside County Housing for the Harvest program provides temporary housing options, including hotel and motel rooms, for 
COVID-19 positive or exposed agricultural workers if they are unable to self-isolate at home.
 
Riverside County is partnering with the TODEC Legal Center on this comprehensive program that also includes meals, transporta-
tion, wellness checks and a $2,000 stipend to cover lost work.
 
Farmworkers seeking assistance through this program can call TODEC Legal Center at 888 863 3291. The application will be done 
over the phone, and the hotline will be open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. Assistance will be provided in English, Spanish 
and Purépecha.
 
“I am proud we have established this county program with the TODEC Legal Center to help the farmworker community and work-
ers involved in food production across our county,” said Supervisor V. Manuel Perez. “This will really help farmworkers protect their 
family members, and have the support to cover lost work. What a great day, on this Mexican Independence Day, September 16, a 
day of celebration, to have this program up and running 
for our community.”
 
“I am very excited that our county family is partnering 
with the California Department of Food and Agriculture 
in recognizing our agricultural essential workers during 
these unprecedented times,” stated Riverside County 
Agricultural Commissioner Ruben Arroyo.
 
“We are proud to be part of this eff ort that recognizes 
and values our county’s most vulnerable essential work-
ers, by bringing long overdue relief to our county’s pride, 
our farmworkers,” said Luz Gallegos, Community Pro-
grams Director for TODEC Legal Center.



6 - SEPTEMBER 2020 RIVERSIDE COUNTY AGRICULTURE 

YEAH YEAH Agency Launches Farm-focused Marketing Service
Dedicated to Helping Ag Businesses Find Success on the Web and Social Media

The YEAH YEAH Agency, a new California-based marketing fi rm serving clients nationwide, is launching a unique, af-
fordable service dedicated to helping farmers grow their business online. Whether it’s updating an outdated website or 
managing social media to interact with customers and clients, YEAH YEAH’s approach will result in more revenue and 
greater reach for farm businesses who want to be more eff ective online.

“As the Yellow Pages and classifi eds era fades into the past, nearly all of our day-to-day business has moved to the 
web,” said YEAH YEAH founder Josh Rolph, former head of California Farm Bureau’s federal advocacy. “My company 
helps local farmers on a budget to modernize their website and social media communications to leverage the great busi-
ness potential that exists for them online.”

The new service for farmers begins with an audit and recommendations report of the farm’s existing online presence and 
the option to allow YEAH YEAH to improve their social media by managing their posts and engagement with customers. 
Details can be found at https://yeahyeah.agency/ag.

“As tough a time as it is right now for ag, there are ways to improve business online,” said Josh. “The one key secret 
to online success boils down to this: don’t be boring! We capture what makes your farm unique and communicate that 
uniqueness to your customers, partners, and future business prospects.”

YEAH YEAH creates original content farms can use online to stand out from the crowd. YEAH YEAH knows which social 
media platforms to use and when to strike when the opportunity is hottest. “Timing is everything,” Josh emphasized, “and 
using the right words and media on the right social platform can make a big impact. That’s what we do best.”

YEAH YEAH Agency is a full-service marketing agency dedicated to making the world less boring online. Founded at 
the start of the pandemic, YEAH YEAH helps small businesses, organizations, and agriculture to stand out from the 
competition.

Organic farming lessons off ered online
Farmers who want to learn organic production practices for California specialty crops can now get training at their convenience on their own com-
puters. The organic farming training is designed by the University of California Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education Program, Organic 
Farming Research Foundation and California Polytechnic State University in San Luis Obispo.
 

"This course includes information from the latest scientifi c research conducted by our University of California colleagues across the state, and 
boils it down into practical information for beginning or transitioning organic farmers of fruit, nuts, vegetables and other specialty crops," said Sonja 
Brodt, UC SAREP academic coordinator for agriculture and environment.

The training program contains six learning modules: soil health, weed management, irrigation and water management, insect and mite pest man-
agement, disease management, and business management and marketing.

"We were able to draw on the expertise of 22 technical advisors, the majority of them from UC Cooperative Extension, UC campuses, and Cal Poly 
San Luis Obispo, to ensure the scientifi c accuracy of the information provided," Brodt said. 

The program provides a combination of written content, videos and do-it-yourself exercises that allow students to follow along at their own pace 
and test their grasp of the knowledge. Farmers may read or view any parts of the course they choose, in any sequence. No certifi cate or credit is 
given at completion.

"While it was developed for California specialty crop farmers, the content is based on foundational principles that are relevant to all organic farmers 
and our hope is that growers across the U.S. fi nd it to be a useful resource," said Lauren Snyder, OFRF education & research program manager.
The organic farming training is free. To obtain a link to the training, submit a request at https://ofrf.org/beginning-farmer-training-program.

Funding for this online training program was made possible by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Agricultural Marketing Service through 
grant AM170100XXXXG011. Its contents are solely the responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily represent the offi cial views of the 
USDA.

UC Agriculture and Natural Resources brings the power of UC to all 58 California counties. Through research and Cooperative Extension in 
agriculture, natural resources, nutrition, economic and youth development, our mission is to improve the lives of all Californians. Learn more at 
https://ucanr.edu/
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  October 14, 2020 ~ 5:30 PM, Riverside County Farm Bureau 
Board of Directors meeting will be held by a Zoom Conference.  If 
you are interested in participating, please call our offi  ce at (951) 
684-6732.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

“Farm Bureau Working for You”

Farm Bureau coalition supports wildfi re bill
A wildfi re-mitigation bill goes before a U.S. Senate subcommittee 
Wednesday, and a coalition of Western state Farm Bureaus says 
the measure would help the region address its “catastrophic wild-
fi re crisis.” Thirteen state Farm Bureaus and the American Farm 
Bureau express support for the bill, the Emergency Wildfi re and 
Public Safety Act. It would implement projects to manage forests, 
remove hazardous fuels and accelerate post-fi re restoration and re-
forestation.

Pandemic alters demand for mushrooms
Mushroom farmers around California say they have reduced pro-
duction as the pandemic cut demand from restaurants and other 
food-service customers. Shipments had hit record highs late last 
year, before customers began cutting orders as restaurants closed 
or reduced business. Several mushroom farmers say they have cut 
volumes as much as 30% as they adjust to see-saw markets. Cali-

fornia ranks second in the nation in mushroom production.

Tomato farmers expect heat to reduce yields 
slightly
Heat waves during the growing season have reduced the 
size of the processing tomato crop, but crop estimators 
still expect the harvest to be slightly larger than last year’s. 
Farmers say they believe the heat may reduce per-acre 
crop yields, but they still anticipate a good-sized supply 
for use in tomato products. Marketers say those products 
have sold well during the pandemic, as people seek foods 
to cook at home.

Food and Farm News
Courtesy of CFBF

Hand Sanitizer Donation
 
The state of California has been off ered a donation of 
4,000 gallons of hand sanitizer, however they are in 
275 gallon totes. Would your ag operation or organiza-
tion be interested in a tote that large that can be used to 
refi ll smaller containers? If so, Please contact the Agri-
cultural Commissioner's offi  ce at (951)955-3000.


