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Congratulations Celeste Alonzo
50th Class Selected for California Agricultural Leadership Program

Twenty-four individuals have been selected for Class 50 of the California Agricultural Leadership Program, an 
advanced leadership development experience for emerging agricultural leaders. The new fellows will be inau-
gurated into the program on Oct. 10 at the Clovis Veterans Memorial District. The program, which inaugurated 
its fi rst class in 1970, will celebrate its 50th anniversary in Monterey in October 2020.

Through dynamic seminars during an intensive 17-month program, fellows will study leadership theory, effec-
tive communication, motivation, critical and strategic thinking, change management, emotional intelligence 
and complex social and cultural issues. Seminars are delivered by four partner universities: Cal Poly Pomona, 
Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, Fresno State and UC Davis. Fellows will participate in 55 seminar days, including 
an eight-day national travel seminar and a 15-day international travel seminar.

“After an application and alumni-assisted interview process that witnessed a record number of applicants, we 
are very pleased to announce the 24 individuals making up Class 50,” said Barry Bedwell, president of the 
California Agricultural Leadership Foundation (CALF). “This distinguished group, made up of 12 women and 
12 men, will begin their 17-month formal leadership program shortly, but more importantly, this is the start of 
a lifelong leadership process that will not only make them better leaders but benefi t California agriculture as 
well.”

CALF invests approximately $55,000 per fellow to participate in the program, which is underwritten by indi-
vidual and industry donations. Ag Leadership is considered to be one of the premier leadership programs in the 
United States. Since it was fi rst delivered in 1970, more than 1,300 men and women have participated in the 
program and have become infl uential leaders and active volunteers in the agriculture industry and other areas.

Class 50 Fellows: Celeste Alonzo, Junior Enterprises LLC, Coachella; Leeann Bettencourt, Bo-
nipak Produce, Santa Maria; Tyler Blackney, Wine Institute, Sacramento; Adrian Calixtro, Wonderful Orchards, 
Selma; Yezmin Carrasco Valle, Reiter Affi liated Companies, Oxnard; Mitch Coit, Marv Coit Inc., Firebaugh; 
Kris Costa, California Milk Advisory Board, Turlock; Natasha Crivelli, Chris and Natasha Crivelli Farms, Dos 
Palos; Rocco Cunningham, R.O. Shelling & Barlas Feeds, Petaluma; Brian Gill, Gill Cattle/Nielsen Insur-
ance, Exeter; Erin Gorter, Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, Templeton; Megan Grima, Stephens Ranch Inc., Yuba 
City; Ted Kingsley, Vann Bros., Williams; Lindsey Liebig, Sacramento County Farm Bureau, Galt; Holly Little, 
Acadian Seaplants, Walnut Grove; Julian Lopez, Imperial County, Imperial; Megan Marques, California Farm 
Bureau Federation, San Luis Obispo; Jonathan Merrill, Merrill Farms LLC, Salinas; Michael Newton, Newton 
Farms, Stratford; Erin O’Donnell, The Sun Valley Rice Company, LLC, Arbuckle; Brian O’Neill, Huron Orchard 
Services, Fresno; Matt Peyret, First Northern Bank, Woodland; Priscilla Rodriguez, Western Ag Processors 
Association, Fresno; Trevor Tagg, West-Gro Farms Inc., El Centro.

AGRICULTURAL THEFT AND SEARCH WARRANT SERVICE
Courtesy of Deputy Phil Lorton, Riverside County Sheriff  Dept. Agricultural Liaison

On September 18, 2019, deputies from the Riverside County Sheriff ’s Department, Thermal Station 
Southern Coachella Valley Community Services District, served a search warrant in the unincorpo-
rated area of Mecca.  This operation was initiated by an agricultural theft that occurred on June 28, 
2019.  The thefts totaled $1,500 in Brown Turkey Figs and $450 in plastic crates unique to the ranch 
they were stolen from.    Thermal Station Agricultural Liaison deputy assumed the investigation and 
identifi ed the suspect as Edgar Cazares Castillo, 24 of Mecca.  Deputies then wrote a search warrant 
for his residence.  Castillo was taken into custody at the Thermal Station.  Castillo was charged with 
Grand theft and Agricultural Grand theft.  Castillo was booked at Indio Jail.

This investigation is on-going and anyone with any information is encouraged to contact the South-
ern Coachella Valley Community Services District at (760)863-8990.
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What is a Public Safety Power Shutoff (PSPS) event? 
Southern California Edison (SCE) has made it a priority to invest in improvements to help prevent wildfi res and act quickly when they occur to keep cus-
tomers, employees, and the public safe.

The utility is reinforcing the electrical grid with new technologies that help reduce wildfi re risks. These include installing insulated wires that lower the 
chance of faults or short circuits that can create sparks when they come into contact with birds, squirrels and other animals, vegetation or debris. SCE 
also is installing composite poles that are stronger and more resilient than wood poles. Fast-acting fuses, advanced lightning arrestors and other devices 
that can react more quickly to minimize fi re risks also are being installed.

One of the ways Southern California Edison (SCE) is reducing wildfi re risks is Public Safety Power Shutoffs (PSPS) in High Fire Threat District areas 
(https://ia.cpuc.ca.gov/fi remap/) as designated by the California Public Utilities Commission. During these events, SCE may need to proactively shut off 
power temporarily as a result of elevated weather conditions that can cause a power line to fall and spark, possibly creating a wildfi re. PSPS events are 
temporary and are meant to keep the community safe.

  SCE considers a number of factors and conditions before declaring a PSPS. These include, but are not limited to:
  • High winds (including Red Flag Warnings declared by the National Weather Service)
  • Low humidity
  • Dry vegetation that could serve as fuel
  • On-the-ground observations
  • Fire threat to electric infrastructure
  • Public safety risk

In advance of PSPS events, SCE will notify local governments, the emergency management community, and fi rst responders. They will also intend to notify 
affected customers approximately two days in advance of a potential power shutoff. This notifi cation will be via email, text or phone call. They may also 
send another notice to customers about one day before a potential power shutoff. Customers can also be kept updated regularly on www.sce.com and 
SCEs social media channels. SCE will also notify affected customers when power has been restored. SCE customers can sign up for PSPS alerts at: sce.
com/OutageAlerts. Bluetooth and 

Skimmers
Just a tip! 
When you pull 
up to the gas 
pump to fi ll up 
your vehicle, 
get out your 
cell phone 
and search 
for Bluetooth 
devices. If a 
sequence of 
letters and 
numbers show 
up DO NOT 
pay at the 
pump. One 
of the pumps 
has a credit 
card skimmer 
inside of it. 
Skimmers can 
use bluetooth 
as a method of 
getting your 
information.
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Planting alternative backyard fruit trees in Southern California can help stop citrus threat
By Jeannette E. Warnert, Communications Specialist, Agriculture and Natural Resources, UC Kearney Research and Extension Center

Southern California’s mild Mediterranean climate makes it ideal for growing fruit trees in backyards, community gardens and school gardens. The trees 
provide wholesome fruit along with shade, beauty and enrichment for families and communities.

"With fresh fruit close at hand, it’s easier to follow dietary guidelines that encourage fi lling half our plates with fruits and vegetables for good health," said 
Rachel Surls, UC Cooperative Extension sustainable food systems advisor. "Besides, gardening is a great activity. Tending fruit trees teaches natural science, 
responsibility and appreciation for fresh food. And a garden gets people outside and engaged in physical activity."

Citrus trees are favorites for Southern California backyards, but Surls and her team aim to get local gardeners thinking beyond lemons, limes, oranges and 
other citrus fruit. In the past several years, a deadly plant disease has been spreading among Southern California citrus, prompting quarantines and putting citrus 
orchards across the state at risk.

Surls and her team are working on an initiative with a corps of volunteer UC Master Gardeners in Los Angeles and surrounding counties to promote selec-
tion and planting of appropriate fruit trees. New brochures, a website, workshops and one-on-one consultations will guide Southern Californians in making tree 
decisions that are scientifi cally sound and community-focused.

The project addresses serious concerns about the rapid spread of huanglongbing (HLB) disease, also known as citrus greening. The insect that spreads 
HLB – the Asian citrus psyllid – was introduced into California in 2008. The disease made its fi rst California appearance in a Los Angeles County backyard in 
2012. HLB, which eventually kills every tree it infects, is now spreading rapidly in urban areas of Los Angeles and Orange counties, where quarantines have been 
put in place by the California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA).

"Citrus trees are so popular in Southern California. They are part of our history and regional identity," Surls said. "Now we have the unfortunate responsibility 
of telling residents about this serious problem we are facing. In some cases, residents who live near infected trees should be proactive and remove their lemon, 
orange, mandarin and lime trees and replace them with different kinds of fruit."
New web app shows residents’ proximity to HLB disease

University of California Agriculture and Natural Resources IGIS programmers, in collaboration with UC Cooperative Extension, have created an HLB Moni-
toring Web App that allows residents to enter an address to determine how close they are to confi rmed HLB outbreaks. If they are within 2 miles of a residence 
where an HLB-infected citrus tree was found, the app recommends replacement of citrus trees with non-citrus fruit trees, such as apples, peaches, avocados or 
persimmons.  

Residents with citrus trees that are 2 to 5 miles from areas with HLB should keep a close eye on their trees, treat for Asian citrus psyllid and begin thinking 
about planting an alternative to citrus if the disease spreads to their area.

"Huanglongbing poses a serious threat to both backyard and commercial citrus in California if its spread is not halted," Surls said. "By removing trees in 
areas where HLB has been found, residents are helping reduce its ability to spread, buying time for scientists to fi nd a cure."

CDFA is testing trees throughout the state and removing HLB-infected trees. However, the fi rst visible symptoms of HLB – yellow mottled leaves – can ap-
pear months to years after infection. Even if they look perfectly healthy, citrus trees can be harboring the disease and allowing it to be spread by the tiny psyllid 
insect. 

Current hotspots shown on the HLB Monitoring Web App include Rosemead, Montebello, Pico 
Rivera, San Gabriel, Hacienda Heights and Cerritos in Los Angeles County. In Orange County, HLB 
is spreading in communities around Garden Grove, Westminster and Santa Ana.

"We know removing citrus trees is going to be really hard for people," Surls said. "But if you live 
within two miles of an infected tree, your tree is probably already infected, and HLB means your tree 
is going to die." 

To ease the transition, UC Master Gardeners are informing residents about alternatives that will 
produce fruit that’s nutritious and delicious.
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"So many types of fruit trees can be grown in Southern California," Surls said. "Honestly, we have almost unlimited options. We live in a fruit tree grower’s 
paradise. So we want to encourage local residents to think seriously about selecting non-citrus trees to replace their citrus."
The information can also inform residents who are planning a new backyard orchard.

"They should consider some of the many wonderful fruit trees we can grow here — plant a pomegranate, plant a peach, plant a persimmon — but resist the 
temptation to plant more lemons, oranges and other citrus trees," Surls said.
Making the decision to plant a certain type of tree should not be taken lightly.

"Planting a fruit tree is a big commitment. It will be part of your garden for years. Research the best options for your family and locations," Surls said. "The 
UC Master Gardeners are here to help."
       Following are good options to consider for replacing citrus trees in Southern California, although recommendations may vary based on local climate:
Apples ~ Certain apple varieties that do not need to be exposed to cold temperatures grow and produce well in Southern California. Low-chill varieties include 
Anna, Beverly Hills, Dorset Golden, Fuji and Gala. 
Figs ~ Figs grow well in full sun in Southern California. They can reach 10 to 30 feet tall, and are best for spacious areas.
Jujube ~ Jujubes are less common in Southern California, but are a valued fruit in Southeast Asian and will grow well under Southern California conditions. They 
grow about 15 feet tall. Jujubes are a good selection for inland valleys that get hot during the summer. The fruit tastes like small, crispy apples. Dried, they are 
similar to dates.
Loquat ~ A small- to medium-size tree that grows 10 to 20 feet high, loquats are easy to grow and have relatively few pests. Fresh, ripe loquats are sweet and 
aromatic. They can be used in jams, sauces and garnishes.
Persimmon ~ Persimmons ripen in autumn after the leaves have 
fallen, creating a beautiful landscape display. They are easy to grow 
in full sun and part shade. Persimmons can be eaten fresh or dried 
for a date-like fruit.
Pomegranate ~ Well-suited to Southern California’s Mediterranean 
climate, pomegranates grow to about 15 feet in height. Pomegran-
ates are pest- and disease-resistant. The fruit’s seeds, coated with 
astringent juicy fl esh, are called arils. Use arils to top salads or other 
dishes, or squeeze for juice or to make jelly.

Other fruit tree options for Southern California include mangos, 
guavas, pineapple guavas, peaches, nectarines and pears.

For more research-based information about alternative fruit 
trees, visit the UC Agriculture and Natural Resources website "Cali-
fornia Backyard Orchard" at http://homeorchard.ucanr.edu or con-
tact your local UC Master Gardener Program for additional advice.

Funding for the ‘Alternatives to Citrus Fruit in the Fight against 
Huanglongbing Disease’ project was made possible by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s (USDA) Agricultural Marketing Service through grant 
AM180100XXXXG003. Its contents are solely the responsibility of the au-
thors and do not necessarily represent the offi cial views of the USDA.
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Understanding your outbuilding 
insurance options

The following information is provided by Nationwide, the #1 farm and ranch insurer 
in the U.S.*

An important part of your farm or ranch policy is the protection it 
off ers for damage to farm or ranch buildings and structures. These 
buildings must be listed on your policy to be covered.

In addition to barns, stables, pens, confi nement buildings and 
sheds, other outbuildings include cold storage structures, rice dry-
ers, nut hullers, packing houses, prune dehydrators and potato 
storage sheds, for example.

Coverage for farm buildings includes:
•  Water pumps, motors and other outdoor equipment used for
    the operation of the building
•  Furniture, fi xtures, machinery and equipment – pertaining
   to the use of the building – located in, on or within 100 feet
   of the building

Also talk to your agent about:
•  Insuring your farm buildings for replacement cost or actual
   cash value
•  The Causes of Loss (Broad, Basic or Special) for which you
   want to insure
•  How much deductible to carry. A higher deductible may lower
   your premium, but you would have to pay more in the event
   of a loss.
•  The current values of your farm buildings

Under certain conditions, AgriChoice® may also provide coverage 
for collapse of farm buildings.

Extended coverage for new farm buildings
If you add a new barn, shelter or other confi nement building, Ag-
riChoice extends your coverage of up to $100,000 for 60 days 
(beginning when the building materials are delivered) or until your 
next renewal date. When your policy is about to renew, discuss 
the values of any new structures with your agent to be sure you’re 
properly insured.

Don’t forget the fi xtures
The AgriChoice policy provides coverage for equipment break-
down and mechanical failure of fi xtures or systems built into farm 
buildings. Be sure your agent is aware of the values of all fi xtures, 
systems and equipment associated with your barns or other struc-
tures.

Nationwide has been protecting agriculture for more than 100 
years, including commercial agribusinesses. For more informa-
tion contact your local Nationwide agent or visit nationwide.com/
business/agribusiness.

Farm and ranch products are not available in: Alaska, Florida, 
Hawaii, Louisiana, Massachusetts, New Jersey and Oklahoma.

Products underwritten by Nationwide Agribusiness Insurance 
Company, Farmland Mutual Insurance Company, Allied Property and Casualty In-
surance Company and AMCO Insurance Company. Products and discounts not 
available to all persons in all states. Nationwide, the Nationwide N and Eagle and 
Nationwide is on your side are service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Com-
pany. © 2019 Nationwide.

Nationwide Contact Information
In the event you have been impacted by an event 
in your area, contact Nationwide Insurance day or 
night to report a claim by calling 1-800-421-3535.  
We are here to help you get your home back in 
order and we work with local authorities on all 
events.  

Nationwide off ers the following tips for homeown-
ers to help protect from contractor/repair fraud:
 
§ Request an itemized written estimate for any 
proposed work from contractors.
 
§ Be wary of estimates that seem wholly unrea-
sonable. Nationwide will provide compensation 
for reasonable estimates for the correct method 
of repair. Policyholders can call and ask us about 
an estimate.
 
§ Beware of profi teers and fraudulent contractors. 
Contact your local Better Business Bureau or the 
California Department of Insurance if you have 
any concerns with a contractor you decide to use 
for repairs.
   
§ Avoid paying any up-front fees and be wary of 
cash deposits. One common scam is to show up 
with equipment to perform the work, promise to 
return in a few hours and never come back.
 
§ It is always a good idea to take pictures of any 
damage before repairs begin.
 
§ If you have any questions, call the Nationwide 
claims hotline at 1-800-421-3535 or your local 
agent immediately.
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  October 2, 2019 - Alfalfa Production Meeting, 8:00 a.m. 
- 12:15 p.m., Blythe City Hall - Multi-purpose Room, 235 N. 
Broadway, Blythe, California.  Lunch provided by our meeting 
sponsors. Please RSVP by 10 -1. To RSVP call Suzanne at 760-
921-5060 (leave a message).  Application has been approved 
for CEU hours for California DPR 2.5, Arizona 2.0, CCA 4.0.

  October 2 - 5, 2019 - GrowRIVERSIDE, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 
p.m.  Check-in opens at 7:45 a.m., Crestmore Manor, 4600 
Crestmore Road, Jurupa Valley, CA 92509. Register on-line 
at http://growriv.com/conference/

  October 9, 2019 - Board of Directors meeting, at 5:30 
p.m. at Russo's Italian Kitchen in Banning.

  November 10, 2019  - Riverside County Farm Bureau 
102nd Annual Dinner, 3:00 - 6:00 p.m., Monteleone Meadows, 
Murrieta.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

“Farm Bureau Working for You”

Grazing animals help with wildfi re prevention
Demand has risen steadily for livestock to provide grazing services to 
attack weeds as a wildfi re-prevention measure. The California Wool 
Growers Association says it has more requests from private landowners 
and public agencies than its members can fulfi ll. University of Califor-
nia Cooperative Extension says it plans to create a statewide database 
to match landowners with ranchers whose sheep, goats or cattle could 
provide grazing services. 

Food and Farm News
Courtesy of CFBF


