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Our 73rd Year of Publication: Volume LXXIII, Number 5, May 2019.

Make Sure Farm Safety is a Top Priority

SAVE THE DATE
November 10, 2019

Riverside County Farm Bureau
102nd Annual Dinner Meeting

Photo by Åge Heir on Unsplash.com
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Be Prepared for the Heat
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organization  serving farmers and ranchers at  21160  Box Springs  Road, #102, Moreno 
Valley, California 92557, Telephone 951/684-6732. Subscriptions: $1 per year of membership 
dues.  Periodicals postage  paid at Riverside, California 92507, under act of March 3, 1887.  
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to  RIVERSIDE  COUNTY FARM BUREAU, 21160 
Box Springs Rd., #102, Moreno Valley, CA 92557. For advertising information,Telephone 
(951)684-6732 ~ Printed by Layton Printing, La Verne, California.
Riverside County Farm Bureau assumes no responsibility for statements by advertisers or 
for products advertised in “Riverside County Agriculture,” nor for statements or expressions 
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employee of Riverside County Farm Bureau.

Welcome New Members
We would like to "Thank You" for becoming part 

of  the Farm Bureau Family.
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Richard A. Schmid, Jr.
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Ellen Lloyd Trover
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Miniature tomato plants could grow in outer space

Developing plants that produce more fruit and less plant shows promise here 
on Earth, and could also feed future astronauts. Scientists at the Univer-

sity of California, Riverside, say they’re working with NASA on miniature tomato 
plants and other crops for the International Space Station. Researchers say 
they want to produce more tomato per plant—a concept that also applies to food 
grown in small plots or vertical, urban farms.
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Drone Data Reshapes Agriculture Industry
Courtesy of NBC Palm Springs
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Jerimiah Contreras is very passionate about drone technology, he said it is fun, but he is also helping to change the agriculture industry in the Coachella Valley.

“We’re really challenging the perception of agriculture,” Contreras said. “It is not really just about tractors and the typical farmer John with a piece of hay sticking 
out of his mouth, we’re talking about sensors, drones, smart tractors and very intelligent farmers.”

Contreras is sharing his interests in drones with local farm businesses. He is the owner and operator of Airgriculture Precision Aerial Data, Contreras uses the 
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cover anywhere from 50 to 200 acres in less than an hour and have that data to the farmer the next morning.”
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This technology comes amid changes in the industry.

The director of employment for the California Farm Bureau Federation recently told NBC Palm Springs the entire state is facing a farm worker shortage.

Contreras said the new technology can attract younger generations such as the agriculture students from the Coachella Valley High School.

Tiffany Perez is one of the students learning about the new technology, she said, “I grew up in the agriculture world and I just want to pass on my education, my 
passion and my love to the next generation like my grandfather did.”

Contreras said this is just the start of drone technology and looks forward to seeing how it transform the way agriculture works.

Contreras said, “To show them like hey guys there’s technology involved now, there are drones, sensors you know, I think it’s going to attract them and make 
them more excited to want to join the agricultural force.”  To watch the news story video go to https://nbcpalmsprings.com/2019/03/30/drone-technology-
data-reshapes-agriculture-industry/
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For over 100 years, UCCE (http://ceriverside.ucanr.edu/) has collaborated with the County of Riverside to provide a 
wide variety of research and training in agricultural sciences, nutrition, consumer sciences, youth development and 
a more recent program Master Gardening.  UCCE has helped keep agriculture viable in an ever-changing economic 
landscape, as well as helping families living in or near poverty gain the skills to provide nutritious meals through the 
Expanded Food and Nutrition Education Program(EFNEP) and the UCCE’s 4-H Program helps mold the youth of 
Riverside County into capable, productive adults.
 
UCCE immediately collaborated with the campuses of University of California, Davis and Riverside to develop 
strategies to combat the Glassy-winged Sharpshooter (GWSS) and Pierces Disease (PD) when it was discovered 
causing serious damage to vineyards in the Temecula Valley. With the breakthroughs achieved from this collabora-
tion, ultimately, it led to the revitalization of this important Riverside County agricultural industry.
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culture has sustained a $1.3 billion industry with economic impacts reaching to $4.0 billion in the multiplier effect.  
Each year, UCCE 4-H program in Riverside mentors over 900 youth with 150-200 volunteers to help train in the 
development of life skills, good citizenship and leadership.

UCCE’s EFNEP program reaches families and schoolchildren by collaborating with community organizations and 
schools to present a focused nutritional education series.  The program teaches participants to eat healthier meals, 
stretch their food dollars, improve food safety habits and be physically active.

Above are just a few examples of how valuable the UCCE resources are, not just to the agricultural and  farming 
community, but also to the residents of Riverside County as a whole.  Without a commitment to UCCE, the County 
of Riverside stands to lose nearly $3 million in direct state funding and over 500,000 hours in volunteer services.

We encourage you to email or call your county supervisor and to support this valuable department:

Supervisor Kevin Jefferies   district1@rivco.org (951) 955-1010
Supervisor Karen Spiegel   district2@rivco.org (951) 955-1020
Supervisor Chuck Washington   district3@rivco.org  (951) 955-1030
Supervisor Manuel Perez   district�@rivco.org (951) 955-1040
Supervisor Jeff Hewitt    districtQ@rivco.org (951) 955-1050

Help inform them on the impact the UCCE Cooperative Extension has had on you, your Riverside County commu-
nity and the importance of their continued funding.

There will be a Riverside County Board of Supervisors Budget Sub-Committee meeting on June 5, 2019. UCCE will 
address the budget subcommittee chaired by Kevin Jefferies and Karen Spiegel. At the end of the meeting during 
the public comments they will have stakeholders with prepared talking points to address the impact of the Riverside 
County Cooperative Extension. 
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Be Prepared for the Heat
 

As this spring and summer rapidly heat up, it’s important to take action against heat illness. Be proactive in encouraging workers to take 
the proper safety precautions to keep themselves cool throughout the work day and provide the necessary amenities such as water, shade, 
��=��������X�!��������Z����&�����������������������������������������[

Ensure your are compliant and are following the steps below outlined by Cal/OSHA: 

1.Training - Train all employees and supervisors about heat illness prevention.

2. Water - Provide enough fresh water so that each employee can drink at least 1 quart per hour, or 
four 8 ounce glasses, of water per hour, and encourage them to do so.

3. Shade- Provide access to shade and encourage employees to take a cool-down rest in the shade 
for at least 5 minutes. They should not wait until they feel sick to cool down.

4. Planning -Develop and implement written pro-
cedures for complying with the Cal/OSHA Heat 
Illness Prevention Standard. 

For additional resources please visit the Cal/
OSHA Heat Illness Prevention web page at 
https://www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/heatillnessinfo.html.
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Old mattresses, tires, sofas, appliances, house-
hold trash—all that and more gets dumped il-
legally on California farms. Some farmers say 
they have trash discarded on their property as 
often as weekly. Prosecutions for illegal dump-
ing are rare. One Sutter County farmer has 
taken action by founding a grassroots citizens 
group to clear illegal dump sites. The group re-
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cleanup days. 
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Shipments of fresh carrots set their fastest pace 
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The U.S. Agriculture Department says car-
rot shipments also rose in 2018, during which 
production surged 18 percent compared to the 
previous year. In terms of per-person availabil-
ity, carrots saw the largest increase last year 
among all fresh vegetables. California accounts 
for almost 80 percent of the nation’s fresh-carrot 
production.
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California beekeepers may bring more honey 
to market this year, though exactly how much 
won’t be known for a while. One keeper in Im-
perial County credits the winter rain with giving 
his bees plenty of forage and looks forward to a 
��=��&#���� %���#����� �����$� "��_����� �����!�
beekeepers report a hit-and-miss citrus bloom, 
leading to uncertainties about honey supply. 
California is among the nation’s top 10 honey-
producing states.



6 - MAY 2019 RIVERSIDE COUNTY AGRICULTURE 

Make sure farm safety is a top priority
The following information is provided by Nationwide, the #1 farm and ranch insurer in the U.S.*

Creating a safety culture at your workplace requires a proactive safety attitude. Consider these tips to get 
workers onboard.

Talk about safety
The more you talk up the importance of safety, the more you’ll generate awareness and attention at the 
management, supervisory and employee levels. Regular discussion helps promote a safety culture that 
encourages inclusion and information sharing. It’s widely recognized that the safest workplaces are where 
workers hear people talking regularly about safety.

Encourage safety suggestions
Who knows a job better than the workers who perform it - especially highly experienced and skilled ones? 
Listen to them. Encourage workers to share their ideas for making their jobs safer. You’ll improve safety 
conditions and performance, while involving them in the improvement process.

Act promptly to correct hazards and improve safety conditions
Whenever you identify hazards or workers bring them to your attention, act promptly to correct the situ-
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care, so why should they?

Provide ongoing safety and health training and information
Make sure employees have the skills, knowledge and understanding they need to work safely and avoid 
accidents. Well-trained employees develop good safety attitudes and are more apt to make safety a prior-
ity.

Reward safe performance
If you’re not already doing so, make safety performance a part of employee performance appraisals and 
communicate your expectations often. Employees who understand that pay increases, promotions and 
other rewards are contingent on having a proactive safety attitude tend to take workplace safety more seri-
ously.

Set positive examples
Make sure your managers and supervisors set a positive example and consistently demonstrate safe be-
haviors themselves.

Farm and ranch products are not available in: Alaska, Florida, Hawaii, Louisiana, Massachusetts, New Jersey and Oklahoma.

*A.M. Best Market Share DWP 2017. Based on statutory data

Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company and its employees make no guarantee of results and assume no liability in connection with any sug-
gestions or information contained herein. Furthermore, it cannot be assumed that every acceptable safety method is 
����������������������������������������������������������������!��������������������������������������
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tions. Also, nothing contained herein is meant to represent or indicate compliance with applicable standards or require-
ments mandated by federal, state or local jurisdictions. Products underwritten by Nationwide Agribusiness Insurance 
Company, Farmland Mutual Insurance Company, Allied Property and Casualty Insurance Company and AMCO Insur-
ance Company. Products and discounts not available to all persons in all states. Nationwide, the Nationwide N and Ea-
gle and Nationwide is on your side are service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. © 2019 Nationwide.
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Italian Kitchen in Banning.

� May 23 - Jun. 30, 2019 ~ The 15th Annual Laven-
der Festival. Hosted by 123 Farm at Highland Springs 
Ranch & Inn, 10600 Highland Springs Ave., Cherry Valley, 
California 92223. 10 AM - 6 PM (Thursday & Sunday) 
10 AM - 8 PM (Friday & Saturday). Visit the website at 
https://hsresort.com/thelavenderfestival/

� June 29, 2019  ~ Farm to Table Dinner, 5:00 PM 
- 8:30 PM, sponsored by Rileys at Los Rios Rancho, 
Yucaipa. Contact (909) 797-1005 for more details.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

“Farm Bureau Working for You”
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chances remain strong that those plants come from California. A 
new government report shows California continues to lead the 
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and also leads in categories including bedding and garden plants, 
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potted plants. 


