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THE DANGERS OF AGROTERRORISM
By Steven A. Pastor, Executive Director

In April, President Brad Scott, Director Richard Schmid, and I had the privilege of being asked to attend the first of several
workshops on the threat of agro-terrorism. The first workshop was entitled, “Understanding the Dangers of Agro-terrorism.”

These workshops were prepared by the Western Institute for Food Safety and Security (WIFSS) combined with the expertise
of the California Department of Food and Agriculture, the California Department of Health Services, the University of California,
private industry, and federal agencies to address emerging threats to the food system.

According to WIFSS, “Agro-terrorism is defined as an intentional criminal act perpetrated on some segment of the agriculture
industry and/or the food system, intended to inflict harm (public health crisis or economic disruption) and intended to achieve
the objectives of the terrorist.”

“The United States’ agricultural and food systems are vulnerable to terrorist attacks and to a wide spectrum of natural disasters.
These events can cripple capacity to deliver safe, affordable food in sufficient amounts for the U.S. populace. The negative
impact may spread well beyond U.S. borders to other nations. Potential agricultural targets are greatly varied and include
animals, plants, and food processing facilities. The complexity of domestic food production and processing, as well as domestic
and international distribution networks may make detection of agro-terrorism and recall of intentionally contaminated food
extremely difficult.”

How can farmers and ranchers in Riverside County as well as the state and nation prepare and/or prevent agro-terrorism?  The
best way is to be aware of activity on and around your farm or facility. Report any suspicious individuals to the police
immediately. Be certain your chemicals are locked in a secure area and night-lights and any video surveillance equipment is
working and maintained properly. Secure all trucks that transport any food items from your facility.  If you have an entrance
gate that locks access to your property, make certain that it is locked.  Prepare and train your employees of what to do in case
they see or suspect an unusual activity on your farm or facility.

In food processing plants, have all visitors check-in and out in one main location. Deny access to anyone who cannot and/
or will not show proper identification. Once again, train your employees of the importance of challenging anyone who does
not have the proper authorization to be inside the building or on the property.

To combat any threat of agro-terrorism, it takes teamwork and communication between all aspects of our society. This
includes farmers and ranchers, their employees, local, state, and federal agencies, as well as individuals who are aware of
the dangers of agro-terrorism. Educate yourself and your employees about
agro-terrorism. Be aware and prepare!

The next workshop, entitled “Principles of Preparedness for Agro-terrorism
and Food Systems’ Disasters,” will be held on June 22nd at the Orange County
Sheriff’s Training Facility. If you are interested in attending this workshop,
contact WIFSS at 530.757.8311 or email Maria Vicino at
mvicino@wifss.ucdavis.edu.

Riverside County Farm Bureau (RCFB), in cooperation with WIFSS and the
County Agriculture Commissioner’s office is in the process bringing this
series of workshops on agro-terrorism to Riverside County. The RCFB will
keep its members informed as to the date, time, and location of the workshops.

For further information on how to become aware and prepare for any agro-
terrorism, contact WIFSS at 530.757.5700 or at their website at
www.wifss.ucdavis.edu.
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