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Protecting the Williamson Act in Riverside County
By Steven A. Pastor, Executive Director
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Welcome New Members
We would like to "Thank You" for becoming part 

of  the Farm Bureau Family.

Santa Margarita Watershed 
and

SKR Lawsuit
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Former Ontario dairy owner receives state recognition
Courtesy of Liset Marquez, Staff Writer at Inland Valley Daily Bulletin.

ONTARIO - Milk and cows have long been part of former Inland Valley 
dairyman Ralph te Velde's family.  George te Velde, his father, started his 
���������	
��������
���������
�	�������������������������������������
���
brothers have diaries in the San Joaquin Valley and a sister has interest 
in a dairy she once owned, he said.
 
After more than 30 years of service to agriculture in San Bernardino 
County and statewide, the Ontario resident was recognized with the Cali-
�������������������������	�������	������
��������!��"������������ 	
��
����������������������	���������!��#�����$
��#��������������%&��(	�
organization that assists farmers, ranchers, and growers on issues that 
affect the farming community.  "I can't put a price on his knowledge and 
expertise and you can't match that," said Gayle Learned, executive direc-
	������	
�����������������*���	��������������
 
Starting the business 
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Navy and then worked with North American Aviation for 12 years.  He 
���	�	
������	���������	���	����	���	��	
�������&��(	�#��������������	��1�
he said.  TeVe Dairy came into existence in 1969 with 300 cows on a couple of acres near Mountain and Schaffer avenues in what is 
now south Ontario.  Soon he added nearby acreage including 80 acres rented from his father.  "We were expanding, adding cows and 
modernizing the facility," he said.  

As he sat in his living room, te Velde reminisced about an industry that operated much differently than today, and changes that ulti-
mately led him to leave.  "We didn't have all the regulation impediments that we now have," 78-year-old said. "It got to the point that 
you'd go to your mailbox, and you'd get some mail from government agency with new regulations."  The regulations would vary from 
new air quality standards to making sure water carrying manure did not run off the property, he said.
 
In 2006, te Velde said closed the south Ontario Diary and enter into a partnership with his son, Ken, and move the business to Hobbs, 
N.M.  "We miss our family and friends but we don't have to deal with the regulation system," Ken said.  All the regulations that were be-
ing imposed, te Velde said, were due in part to the new housing popping up in the area.  That's progress," te Velde said as he shrugged. 

At Archibald and Edison avenues, there's little left of teVe Dairy. The barn has been leveled and only the front of his home remains.  
����:;������1�	��+���������
��������*������������	
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�������������������!������=��-
ing your own diary meant "you're kind of your own boss," but it also meant supervising a staff of about 14 to make sure things got 
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Devoting time to the bureau
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owners worked against it and "that ordinance never made it off the ground," te Velde said proudly.  And from there, his involvement 
with the organization grew.  It started with monthly meetings and then into joining committees and soon he was serving on different 
boards. 

Dedication to the bureau
 
Z��
��������������������	���������	
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�������������1�	��+�����
���	��!������������&�������	����	
�����������������*���	�������
Bureau.  Despite his recent bout with cancer, Te Velde continues to serve as secretary/treasurer of the organization, said Learned.  In 
the last six months since his cancer diagnosis te Velde has only missed two meetings, she said.  At the state level, he has had a role 
�����	���������������������&���!��	
����
�
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Inyo-Mono counties, Learned said.  Despite his countless hours of commitment, te Velde doesn't understand why he received the Dis-
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��*������������������������QZ/��]��	�������������&�����1Q�
��������
"I go and do my thing and go to the meetings I'm suppose to.  "Just then, his wife Carol chimes in, "it's because you are so dedicated 
	���	�Q��*����������������(��	
����	
�������	��+�����
���&�	���	��	
��#�����1������	
�������
���
��#�������������	����!�����	������
one-day meetings.  Or most recently when, the chemo had left him weak and unable to drive, and she would take him to the meet-
ings and sit in the back and wait.  "I was very proud, he worked very hard for it," she said of the award. "Although he was just doing 
his thing, the reward he got was for his dedication."  But Carol said she understands why her husband remained so involved with the 
bureau through the years. "He never got a paycheck but he started to make things better for farmers. He wasn't in there for money 
and glory," Carol said. "He's been working hard for the industry that we were in."  But it's his work with the Rural Health and Safety 
Committee that te Velde said he has taken the most pride. 

Through the years, his involvement and contacts with the committee has led to San Bernardino County Sheriff's Department assigning 
����������(!�����Z	/������!!��&���
���	�#�	��������#���(	�	��	
������!��	����������	��1�
���������QY�/����	���^��		��1�
�/���������	���
�
man," Learned said. "He doesn't make any money but he has had the heart and soul to save agriculture in the state."
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Domenigoni
Brothers 
Ranch

The Riverside 
County Farm 

Bureau wishes 
to thank our 
2009 Annual 
Dinner Gold 
Sponsors.

Agricultural Theft

Agriculture deputies in San Luis Obispo, Santa 
Barbara and Ventura counties are experiencing 
an increase in agriculture equipment and con-
struction site thefts. It appears there are some 
similarities to pass theft reports in San Diego 
county. 

Ventura County has reason to believe that their 
recent rural burglaries are tied to an organized 
group.

It appears the criminal crew is now possibly work-
ing their way back down the coast to our area 
as they just hit a construction site at a school off 
State Hwy 154 in Los Olivos last night.  Up in Los 
Olivos they took small hand tools, chain saws, 
and air compressors. 

They use bolt cutters to get into storage con-
tainers (connex boxes, shipping containers) on 
ranches and rural operations. Everything is fair 
game, but they love pumps, generators, welders, 
air compressors, spray rigs.

Double up on your farm and ranch security, 
report any suspicious persons to your local law 
enforcement agency and be safe.. 

Jackie Cruz
San Diego Sheriff Department
Ag Crime Prevention 
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By Mike Klimenko, Farm Bureau Group Manager
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more with electricity as they maintain and repair their equipment for another growing season.
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our tasks. But along with this use comes some potential dangers. Electrocution is the greatest hazard associated with electricity. 
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Here are some other important tips for working with and around electricity.
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-� Stop using a tool or appliance if a slight shock or tingling is felt.
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CRABTREE & ASSOCIATES, CPAS
 10020 INDIANA AVENUE, SUITE 211
 RIVERSIDE, CALIFORNIA 92503
 TELEPHONE (951)352-0255 - FAX (951) 352-8686

Serving the Inland Empire Farming Community
 - Financial Statements
 - Tax Return Preparation
 - Tax Planning & Estate Tax Strategies
 - Export Tax Deferrals


