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Ulmer Farms awarded California’s first S.H.A.R.P Award

By Ray Acree, Area Manager, Cal/OSHA Consultation Services

Ulmer Farms in Blythe has become the first farm in California as well as Riverside County to
receive the prestigious Cal/OSHA S.H.A.R.P Award. The S.H.A.R.P Award (Safety and Health
Achievement Recognition Program) is bestowed on employers who have developed and main-
tained a highly effective Injury and lliness Prevention Program (IIPP), as well as demonstrating
an ongoing commitment regarding the safety and health of their employees.

Along with the S.H.A.R.P. Award, Ulmer Farms also received a Golden Gate Letter of Recog-
nition which is a pre-S.H.A.R.P commendation for establishing an effective Injury and lliness
Prevention Program. An |IPP is required of all California employers regardless of size or in-
dustry.

John Ulmer, owner of Ulmer Farms, began working
with the Cal/OSHA Consultation Services Partner-
ship Program in 2000 and has continued to work
with the consultation service every few years to up-
date and improve Ulmer Farm’s overall safety and
health management system.
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By receiving the S.H.A.R.P. Award, Ulmer Farms is
exempt from programmed inspections performed
by the Cal/lOSHA Enforcement Unit for two years.
Ulmer Farms also

L - R: Ray Acree, Area Manager, Cal/lOSHA Consultation Services,
John Ulmer, Owner, Greg Hebdon, employee, Rigo Perez, employee,
and Grant Chaffin, Riverside County Farm Bureau President.
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Welcome New Members

We would like to "Thank You" for becoming part
of the Farm Bureau Family.

Board of Directors

Pregident
GrantiChaifin Updated Wine Grape Coverage Now Available
Vice Pwso’dants The wine and table grape industry in California continues to experience challenges
. : not only from Mother Nature but from our current flat economy. To better assist
Richard Schmid growers when Mother Nature strikes, The USDA's Risk Management Agency in
, Jl. avis has been working in concert with industry trade groups, including Farm Bu-
Darl Young, Jr. Davis has b king i rt with industry trad including Farm B
Ellen Lond Trover reau and CGTL has resulted in several key enhancements to the 2010 Grape crop
insurance program for the upcoming year.
: Most notable of the changes for 2010 has been that wine and table grape growers
2006 past p"as“‘ent now have the option to insure up to 85% of their historical average production by
variety. Several newer varieties of both wine and table grapes have been adde
Brad Scott iety. S | ieties of both wi d tabl have b dded
and are now insurable in specific counties.
Diractors For wine grape growers who have specific variety under contract, they can now
elect to insure their grapes at near their contract price. Each variety in each crush
L.ee Anderson, Jr. district has an established price which is reflective of that particular district. Grow-
Linden Anderson ers under contract can now insure up to two times the established price or their
George Cordero contracted price whichever is less. This new provision allows growers who have
Stephen J. Corona premium or organic grapes to better manage their risk and bottom line.
Andy Domenigoni For growers in selected counties the Adjusted Gross Revenue (AGR) program
Cindy Domenigoni is still available. AGR works to provide a revenue floor for the producer’s opera-
Ben Drake tion. Often a grower’s profitability is not solely affected by direct yield losses from
Jeff Elrod weather, diseases and insects, but from the reduction in quality and revenue those

perils may cause. AGR is based on the last 5 years of your gross revenue from
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crop proceeds. It allows you the flexibility to manage more effectively, knowing you have a program in place to help meet your
fixed operating costs. AGR is currently available in San Joaquin, San Luis Obispo, Ventura, San Diego, Riverside, Fresno, Kern
& Tulare counties.

At this time growers who want to access FSA disaster programs such as SURE (Supplemental Revenue Assistance) or TAP
(Treel/vine Assistance Programs) are required to have federal crop insurance on all of their crops in the county to maintain eligi-
bility, both Wine/Table Grape MPCI and AGR meet this requirement.

Crop damage and loss of revenue is something no one can predict, so it's prudent to know your risk management options. Both
MPCI and AGR federal crop insurance programs are currently subsidized to make them more affordable to the grower. For addi-
tional information about these programs or how this and other new private programs work to manage your crop risk, visit Golden
State Crop Insurance at our website at www.goldenstatecrop.com or call us at 888-252-9797. As the only certified John Deere
Risk Protection brokerage on the west coast, we have personal service and expertise to meet your operations needs.

“ACTION ",

ARB Developing Rules for Off-Road Equipment
Your Input is Needed Today!

The California Air Resources Board is at it again, this time preparing to develop rules
that will eventually require the upgrade of self-propelled agricultural field
equipment of 25 horsepower or larger.

In 2008, Farm Team members like you helped to shape the regulations
surrounding on-road diesel trucks by providing input on the types of trucks used on
your operations. That information helped to establish low-mileage thresholds and
longer compliance schedules for truck replacement.

Your input is needed again! Agriculture organizations from across the state,
including Farm Bureau, are asking members to complete a survey about their off-
road equipment. Since there are a number of organizations that are also conducting
the survey, please complete the survey only once.

The deadline for completing the survey is December 31. The survey information
will be compiled and submitted to the California State University, Fresno Foundation.
Your personal contact information will be removed before it is given to the Fresno
Foundation. In addition, information provided to the foundation is confidential and
cannot be accessed by any private or public interest.

If you have already completed the survey, thank you for your efforts to protect
California's family farms and ranches. Your input truly makes a difference.

If not, take action today! Visit our website at www.cfbf.com to:
Complete the Off-Road Equipment Survey: http://www.cfbf.com/agoffroadsurvey/

Learn more about air quality regulations:
http://www.cfbf.com/issues/index.cfm#currentissues

Read Ag Alert coverage: http://www.cfbf.com/agalert/AgAlertStory.cfm?
ID=1435&ck=1F3202D820180A39F736F20FCE790DES8
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The Riverside County Farm Bureau wishes to
thank our 2009 Annual Dinner Sponsors.

T e e W. D. Young & Sons
81-910 Arus Avenue
Indio, CA 92201

Phone: 760-347-7906
Fax: 760-342-6188
Email: youngnsons@aol.com

BILL CRAMER
Prosidont

Domenigoni
Brothers
Kanch

Donation
HASCO

Heating Airconditioning Service Company
3015 Durahart Street
Riverside, CA 92507

(951) 682-3336

Sll ' Jlﬂl l'll
Door Prizes —. CALIF.

Farm Employers Labor Service

(FELS)

o Jackson|DeMarco| Tidus
(Jim and Kathye Rietkerk) PeCkenpaugh

Shields Date Farm Representing agricultural businesses in

Land Use & Natural Resources matters
Chaffin Farms

Contact MICHELE STAPLES 949.752.8585

Irvinel Westlake Villagel www.dtplaw.com
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Nationwide and Allied Insurance

By John Valentine, Director Sponsor Relation Sales

On the afternoon of October 11, 2007, Jim Granzella sat in his pickup truck in shock and despair. The pickup’s doors were
locked and windows raised to avoid reporters, and to avoid smoke from the massive fire that was methodically destroying his
life’s work.

Granzella’s popular business, located in Williams, CA, was burning to the ground, and
there was nothing the fire fighters could do to prevent its complete destruction.

In 1973, Jim and his wife of twenty four years, Beverly, moved north to Williams from
the Contra Costa County, a hundred miles to the south. Interstate 5, the main north/
south artery in California, had just opened. There weren’t many rest stop opportunities
for travelers between Sacramento and Redding, and Jim sensed potential at the Williams
off ramp.

[ . . . L - R: Bob Bargioni, George Peterson Insur-
The Granzellas bought a building and started a deli. They added pizza and ice cream, . .. i Granzin a Ownerg Shawn Roessler

and gradually expanded to a full-fledged restaurant, an inn, and a sports bar replete  Commercial Claims Adjuster, Allied Insurance
with hundreds of sports memorabilia, and a genuine stuffed ten-foot Alaskan polar
bear.

By 2007, Granzella’s had become a favorite stop for travelers, attracting 3,000 visitors a week. Granzella’s was the third largest
employer in Colusa County, employed 150 people, and was a major source of tax revenue for the city and county.

And Jim Granzella, at age 79, sat in his pickup truck, windows rolled up, watching his life’s work vanish in smoke and flames.
Bob Bargioni at George Peterson Insurance had been Jim’s insurance agent for thirteen years.

“I had to work to gain Jim’s trust” Bargioni recalled. “Once I wrote the account, Jim wanted me to do the right thing for him
and his business. His concern was our getting the protection right, not getting the lowest price.”

Bob placed Granzella’s business insur-
ance with Allied Insurance. He made
sure the Granzellas had the right protec-
tion, including current values and loss
of income protection. Bargioni’s pro-
fessional care for his client paid off for
Jim Granzella, his business, and his em-
ployees when the worst-case scenario

occurred.  ConT. ON PAGE 6....

Robert Shea Perdue
Real Estate

Appraisal
Real Estate Appraisals > e
for £ £ ONLY AMERICAN AgCREDIT HAS THE KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE I TRUST. § §
Cammercial, Residential John Gless has received offers from many lenders over the years. But in every case, he opted
éJ‘ to stay with American AgCredit, because regular banks just didn’t have a good working

knowledge of the agriculture business. We understand that the forces of markets and narure
Ag'rlculture require specialized loan packages, which is why we tailor our programs to meet the unique needs
: of farmers and ranchers like you.

@E%,j .+ Temecula (951) 296-0175 eé

Call th icultural | 6 :
all the agricultural loan = .
specialists at 800.800.4865 American Agcrfdlt

MONEY FOR AGRICULTURE

or visit www.agloan.com
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PAUL WENGER ELECTED CALIFORNIA FARM BUREAU PRESIDENT

A third-generation farmer from Modesto has been elected president of the California Farm Bureau Federation. Paul Wenger was elected
today by delegates to the organization’s 91st Annual Meeting in Anaheim.

Wenger, who grows walnuts and almonds, becomes the 15th president of the state’s largest farm organization. He has been a statewide
officer of the organization since 1997, when he was elected second vice president. He was elected first vice president in 2005.

“As folks in Modesto know, I'm a hands-on farmer and I'll be a hands-on president,” Wenger told delegates following his election to a two-
year term. “I'm ready to go to work. Thank you for giving me this chance and believe me, | will make you proud.”

Delegates elected Kenny Watkins of Linden as first vice president of the organization. Watkins had been second vice president of the
Farm Bureau since 2005. He raises beef cattle and grows alfalfa, processing tomatoes, walnuts and grain hay.

Afarmer from Oroville, Jamie Johansson, was elected second vice president. Johansson serves as a vice president of the Butte County
Farm Bureau and is a former state chairman of the CFBF Young Farmers and Ranchers Committee. He grows olives and operates an
olive oil company.

Eight members were newly elected to the CFBF Board of Directors: Dennis Atkinson of Lebec, Matt Conant of Rio Oso, Mich Etchebarne
of Modesto, Cathie Pierce of Catheys Valley, John Pierson of Vacaville, David Roberti of Loyalton, John Vevoda of Ferndale and Norm
Yenni of Sonoma.

Maria Azevedo of Merced was elected to chair the statewide Young Farmers and Ranchers Committee and will serve as an advisory
member of the CFBF board.

The California Farm Bureau Federation works to protect family farms and ranches on behalf of 81,000 members statewide and as part of
a nationwide network of more than 5 million Farm Bureau members.

Editors note: For sound bites with Paul Wenger, call the Food and Farm News audio actuality line: 800-852-7502 or see the online ver-
sion of this release at www.cfbf.com.

..... CoNT. FROM PAGE 5.

Shawn Roessler was the Allied Insurance adjuster assigned to the loss. “For those of us who grew up in Northern Cali-
fornia and who come from farming families, Granzellas was a landmark, she said. “I've been going to Granzellas since
it was built. Farmers and hunters who live in that area stop in to eat and buy olives. It's just what you do.

“It was critical to get them operational as soon as possible not only for their loss of income, but for the community.” Ros-
seler explained. “Everyone worked with us — the building department, the fire department, etc. Never ever have I had
such cooperation among all the municipalities. It really says something for the small town way of life.”

“My first few meetings with the Granzella’s were great,” Rosseler continued. They had a long-standing relationship with
their agent, Bob. They just wanted their business back. I was up there frequently, delivering payments and answering
questions. The contractor they hired also did an awesome job, and got things done faster than I've ever seen. “

Ten months from the day of the fire, Granzella’s reopened. The firefighters had managed to save most of the sports
memorabilia and, yes, the polar bear. Today, business is better than ever. Jim Granzella, now 81, is prouder than ever of
the business he built, and then rebuilt.

Getting your insurance right isn’t necessarily getting your insurance cheap. It means finding an agent you can trust, who
will do a thorough and professional job for you — teamed with a financially strong, customer focused company like Al-

lied Insurance. Allied is a member of the Nationwide Insurance family, whose employees’ mission is to be On Your Side.

The next time you’re on I-5 in northern California, take the Williams off ramp and stop in at Granzella’s. Jim would love
to show you around. Be sure to have a great meal, see the polar bear and pick up a jar of muffuletta mix or garlic olives.
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- Today, we still believe in old-fashioned grower service. Through
reqularly scheduled grower seminars and grove visits, our field
»  [epresentatives work with you to help maximize yields and returns,

f Weve been ng our footprings i,

Ventura County: Gary Nichols (805) 659-4929
Santa Barbara & San Luis Obispo Counties:
Giuseppe Bonfiglio (805) 341-3059
Southem Cﬁurmes. Jose Avina (951) 676-8696
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2009 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

| ¥ December 24th & 25th — the RCFB office will
be closed to observe the Christmas holiday.

ES January 1st — the RCFB office will be closed
to observe New Year’s Day.

X January 13th — RCFB Board meeting, 5:30
pm at the Farm House Restaurant in Banning.

¥ JanuarY 20th — Coachella Valley TAC meeting
— 1 pm at the CVWD headquarters.

e

STATE FUND & FARM BUREAU—
A LONG-STANDING PARTNERSHIP SINCE 1943,

State Compensation Insurance Fund is not a branch of the Sta

WHAT’S ONE
WITHOUT THE OTHER?

To be successful in agriculture today you've got to have both feet

firmly planted on the ground. We know that because for more than 60
years we've stood side by side with California’s farmers. Our rock-solid GREE ESERT

partnership with the Farm Bureau has helped make us one of the most
stable and secure workers’ compensation insurers in the state.

Chris Thompson

To see why so many farmers find State Fund a good fit, talk to your President
broker, or give us a call at 1-800-773-7667. (760) 360-6937
?9—3'01 Avenue 40
B EE - FAX (760) 772-1948 JCactus
|- PURRSS ! B www.g(r:ége?::i@sn;mﬁ?gry.com Desert 'ierees & Shrubs

35
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CRABTREE & AsSSOCIATES, CPAs

10020 InpIaNA AVENUE, SultE 211
RiversiDE, CALIFORNIA 92503 Pm nso
TELEPHONE (951)352-0255 - Fax (951) 352-8686 FFA Eudl s'?‘hiprso:

Serving the Inland Empire Farming Community Over 10 years
- Financial Statements -
N Jond

- Tax Return Preparation
- Tax Planning & Estate Tax Strategies
- Export Tax Deferrals

| FLEET CENTER

CPAS 951/ 353-8800

The CPA. Never Linderestimate The Value™ Www.frittSfleet.com
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