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L - R: Ray Acree, Area Manager, Cal/OSHA Consultation Services, 
John Ulmer, Owner, Greg Hebdon, employee, Rigo Perez, employee, 
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For advertising information,
Telephone 951/684-6732 
Toll-free 888/383-5684
or Fax 951/782-0621.

Visit www.RiversideCFB.com
Riverside County Farm Bureau assumes no responsibility for state-
ments by advertisers or for products advertised in “Riverside County 
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Printed by Layton Printing, La Verne, 
California.
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Welcome New Members
We would like to "Thank You" for becoming part 

of  the Farm Bureau Family.
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The Riverside County Farm Bureau wishes to 
thank our 2009 Annual Dinner Sponsors.

Domenigoni
Brothers 
Ranch
Donation

Door Prizes

HASCO
Heating Airconditioning Service Company

3015 Durahart Street
Riverside, CA 92507

(951) 682-3336

Farm Employers Labor Service 
(FELS)

Kallisto Greenhouses
(Jim and Kathye Rietkerk)

Shields Date Farm
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Nationwide and Allied Insurance
By John Valentine, Director Sponsor Relation Sales

On the afternoon of October 11, 2007, Jim Granzella sat in his pickup truck in shock and despair.  The pickup’s doors were 
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life’s work.

Granzella’s popular business, located in Williams, CA, was burning to the ground, and 
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In 1973, Jim and his wife of twenty four years, Beverly, moved north to Williams from 
the Contra Costa County, a hundred miles to the south.  Interstate 5, the main north/
south artery in California, had just opened.  There weren’t many rest stop opportunities 
for travelers between Sacramento and Redding, and Jim sensed potential at the Williams 
off ramp.

The Granzellas bought a building and started a deli.  They added pizza and ice cream, 
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with hundreds of sports memorabilia, and a genuine stuffed ten-foot Alaskan polar 
bear.

By 2007, Granzella’s had become a favorite stop for travelers, attracting 3,000 visitors a week.  Granzella’s was the third largest 
employer in Colusa County, employed 150 people, and was a major source of tax revenue for the city and county.
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Bob Bargioni at George Peterson Insurance had been Jim’s insurance agent for thirteen years. 

 “I had to work to gain Jim’s trust” Bargioni recalled.   “Once I wrote the account, Jim wanted me to do the right thing for him 
and his business.  His concern was our getting the protection right, not getting the lowest price.”  

Bob placed Granzella’s business insur-
ance with Allied Insurance.  He made 
sure the Granzellas had the right protec-
tion, including current values and loss 
of income protection.  Bargioni’s pro-
fessional care for his client paid off for 
Jim Granzella, his business, and his em-
ployees when the worst-case scenario 
occurred.

L - R: Bob Bargioni, George Peterson Insur-
ance, Jim Granzella, Owner, Shawn Roessler, 
Commercial Claims Adjuster, Allied Insurance

CONT. ON PAGE 6....
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.....CONT. FROM PAGE 5.

Shawn Roessler was the Allied Insurance adjuster assigned to the loss. “For those of us who grew up in Northern Cali-
fornia and who come from farming families, Granzellas was a landmark, she said.  “I've been going to Granzellas since 
it was built.  Farmers and hunters who live in that area stop in to eat and buy olives.  It's just what you do.

“It was critical to get them operational as soon as possible not only for their loss of income, but for the community.” Ros-
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such cooperation among all the municipalities.  It really says something for the small town way of life.”
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their agent, Bob. They just wanted their business back.  I was up there frequently, delivering payments and answering 
questions.  The contractor they hired also did an awesome job, and got things done faster than I've ever seen. “
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memorabilia and, yes, the polar bear.  Today, business is better than ever.  Jim Granzella, now 81, is prouder than ever of 
the business he built, and then rebuilt.  
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lied Insurance. Allied is a member of the Nationwide Insurance family, whose employees’ mission is to be On Your Side.

The next time you’re on I-5 in northern California, take the Williams off ramp and stop in at Granzella’s.  Jim would love 
to show you around. Be sure to have a great meal, see the polar bear and pick up a jar of muffuletta mix or garlic olives.

PAUL WENGER ELECTED CALIFORNIA FARM BUREAU PRESIDENT
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CRABTREE & ASSOCIATES, CPAS
 10020 INDIANA AVENUE, SUITE 211
 RIVERSIDE, CALIFORNIA 92503
 TELEPHONE (951)352-0255 - FAX (951) 352-8686

Serving the Inland Empire Farming Community
 - Financial Statements
 - Tax Return Preparation
 - Tax Planning & Estate Tax Strategies
 - Export Tax Deferrals


