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Riverside County Farm Bureau
91st Annual Dinner Meeting

Palm Valley Country Club
39205 Palm Valley Drive, Palm Desert, California
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Mark Your Calendar!!!

Saturday, November 15, 2008
6:00 pm to 9:00 pm

Come join us in celebrating our 91st year!!!

6:00 pm Social Hour $55 Single

7:00 pm Dinner $85 Couple
8:00 pm Program

Please RSVP by November 10th

Inside This Issue...
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Welcome New Members

We would like to "Thank You" for becoming
partofthe Farm Bureau Family.

CALIFORNIA LAST STATE TO
ADOPT “D R A OF 2005

Article provided by Craig Smedley and the Estate Advisory Group

The New Medicaid/Medi-Cal eligibility rules are part of the “Deficit Reduction
Act of 2005”. These rules will dramatically affect seniors entering a nursing
home and limit the amount of assets they can protect. Advance planning
is more important than ever. Most people over the age of 65 don’t have
nursing home insurance and are very concerned about nursing home issues.
With these new rules, pre-planning will become more important than ever
before. Atthe end of this year you may no longer have the luxury of waiting
until you are in a nursing home to start a Medi-Cal plan. Decisions made
early, without the panic and fear that take hold whenever a catastrophic event
occurs, are much easier to make and best for you overall.

Some ofthese changesinclude:

1 Assettransfers going from athree-yearlook-back to afive-yearlook-

back.

2. Look-back period does not start until you apply for Medicaid/Medi-
Cal Benefits.

3. Thehome exemption under the Spousal Impoverishment Act has
changed.

4. Howdivestments are treated when applying for Medicaid/Medi-Cal.

A good Estate/Medi-Cal Planner, current on these issues, is of great value
toyour Family.

Spread the Word!

Applications for the Leadership Farm Bureau (LFB) Class of 2009 are
available online atwww.cfbf.com.

Whatis LFB?

LFB is atraining program developed by Farm Bureau to assist membersin
reaching their full leadership potential. Members receive over 250 hours of
traininginseven sessions on avariety of topics including personal development,
governmental affairs, and California agriculture. Alobbying trip to Washington
DC and an opportunity to tour agriculture operations in another region of the
United States round out the program.

Whoshouldapply?

Farm Bureau members who are interested in learning more about the
organization and developing the skills and expertise needed to lead Farm
Bureau and the agriculture industry into the future. If you or someone you
know isaCounty Farm Bureau Board Member, newly elected Officer,
YF&R County Chair or State Committee member,oraFarm Bureau
member looking to step into aleadership position, LFB is designed with
youin mind!

Riverside County Farm Bureau assumes no responsibility for
statementsby advertisersor for productsadvertisedin® Riverside| i i . i
County Agriculture,” norfor statementsor expressionsof opinion( | Detailed information about the program, a tentative 2009 calendar and a
complete application package is available online at http://www.cfbf.com/
programs/Ifb/index.cfm. Deadline to apply isOctober 1,2008. Don’tmiss

this exciting opportunity!

other thanineditorial sor articlesshowing authorship by an officer,
director or employeeof RiversideCounty Farm Bureau.
Printed by Layton Printing, La Verne,

California.
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Protecting Your Interests with FARM TEAM

Your Farm Bureau staff has been busy monitoring the numerous pieces of legislation introduced by the California State
Legislature that will surely have impacts on your daily lives and how you do business.

The question is; how will you be able to keep up with the actions of your elected officials to protect your interests?

This is why Farm Bureau created the FARM TEAM, a statewide grassroots network, as away to inform and engage
our membership in the political process.

The California State Legislature returns from summer recess on August 4, and your response toFARM TEAM alerts
will be critical.

This marks the start of the “gut-and-amend” season, where legislators gut the contents of proposed bills —sometimes
changing the contents entirely —and pass them with little or no opportunity for input.

While your Farm Bureau staff will be working around the clock to ensure that the most currentinformation is available,
your letters through FARM TEAM are needed to back up the work they are doing at the State Capitol.

By activating our membership at the local level, we are building on our grassroots strength, putting Farm Bureauin a
better position to influence policy and the outcome of elections.

Asthe end ofthe legislative session approaches, you will begin receiving email Action Alerts when your helpis needed
the most.

The Action Alert explains the issue athand, and has a letter attached which has already been drafted for you. Because
the programis web-based, all you have to do is enter your zip code and the system looks up your elected officials for
you.

FARM TEAM takes the hard work and guessing out of writing letters to your elected officials. Respondingto Action
Alerts take no more than five minutes. All you havetodois:

Customize the letter according to how the issue impacts your business

Complete the contact information

Clickthe “Send” button

Regardless of what level you participate, there is no better time than

Already aFarm Team member? now to get involved. Every action counts as we work to protect
Keep informed with Legislative Updatesf] ~California’sfamily farmersandranchers.

Respond to Action Alerts

Show your friends the value of ATTENTION AGRICULTURAL MEMBERS

FarmBureau by forwarding Action Alerts

NotaFarm Team member? . : .
Visit www cfbf.com Attheannua meeting of membersinNovember, thecorporation’s

Email us at FarmTeam@cfbf.com board of directors intends to present to the members for their

Coniact your county Farm Bureau at approval aset of anended and restated corporate bylaws.

RERF %ﬂ?

Significant proposed amendmentsincl udethosethat would change
thequdlificationsof the corporation’ svoting members, directors,
and delegatestotheannual meeting of membersof CaliforniaFarm
Bureau Federation (CFBF); those proposed amendments result

Chriz Thempson
Im;-l-*;;g;:” fromrecently approved anendmentsto CFBF sbylaws.
B F.'.'b_':_l\.l_?_l".: ;
| R TAD) e T To view the proposed amended and restated bylaws, please
sipdmi3yekeosom O it 15 . . .
wiit QreIaaT NG s vent Ties it contact thecorporation’ soffice.
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CCOF StreamlinesOrganic Certification with Online Services

Santa Cruz, CA - CCOF streamlined its’ certification process this week with the introduction of a range of
online services for certified clients and applicants. The new digital documentation includes online
certification applications, renewals and payment options as well as e-forms covering key areas of
certification such as requests to add acreage, review input materials and expedited services.

CCOF plansto growrevenue by 12% annually and double the number of certified operations by 2013, to
atotal of 4000. The streamlining of the certification process while maintaining the highest level of organic
integrity is a key strategy for achieving this goal.

“As we strive to meet the needs of clients, it’s critical we maximize the use of technology,” stated CCOF
Director of Certification Services, Jake Lewin. “We are proud to be the first organic certification agency to
implement such acomprehensive suite of electronic services and to demonstrate to our clients our ongoing
commitment to bringing them customer service improvements, online services and cost-savings.”

The move to electronic documents aims to reduce both the paperwork and

time involved in key certification service areas. CCOF anticipates that the introduction of the new online
services will be welcomed by its wide range of certified operations. Less time spent on organic certification
documentation activities means farmers can spend more time out in the field rather than in the office. And
processors and handlers will be able to divert resources to other administrative tasks or areas of
manufacturing.

“The new online services will certainly assist certified operations with their paperwork,” said Malcolm Ricci
of CCOF certified Bolthouse. “We will definitely be using them. The paperwork for organic certification was
cumbersome and time-consuming. In the pastwe’ve downloaded the papers, scanned our own documents
and cut and pasted text. On one occasion we even tried to duplicate the necessary forms ourselves. The
new online documents solve this problem. Being able to type in the information directly and then email the
form back with attachments will make things much simpler and save us a lot of time”.

CCOF haslongbeen aleaderandinnovatorin organic certification. The new online services are a part of
amuch larger organizational strategy to make use of the best available technology. This includes migrating
to a new data management system using state-of-the-art European certification software. “The new
database software will vastly improve upon our existing internal certification operations and will increase
our ability to grow as the demand of organic certification rises,” stated Amanda Paulson, Director of CCOF
Information Technology.

About CCOF:

CCOF (California Certified Organic Farmers), anonprofit organization, Rebert Shia Perdur:
was foundedin 1973 andis one of the nation’s oldestand largest third- Real Estate

party organic certifying agencies. Today CCOF certifies more than Appraisal

1,800 organic farmers, processors, handlers, retailers, and private

labelers, and over 800 products and services in 29 states and six Real Estate Appraisals
countries. CCOF certifies, educates, advocates and promotes organic

through: for

Cammercial, Residential
A premier organic certification program for growers, processors, ar
handlers, andretailers. -
Agriculture
Programsto increase awareness of and demand for certified organic

productand to expand public supportfor organic agriculture. Kobert Shea Perdue, MAI

Advocacy for governmental policies that protect and encourage organic R e T e
agriculture. e, A
(315 A94-EL4

For further information on CCOF visit: www.ccof.org
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Takeextracarewhenusingan ATV

By Mike Klimenko, Farm Bureau Group Manager

Withdiesel fuel pricesreachingrecordhighs, many farmersandranchersareturningtoall-terrainvehiclesfor many functions
that they previously performedwithlessfuel -efficient vehicles. For many people, however,an ATV isnot afamiliar pieceof
equipment and caremust betakeninitsuse.

Thereareasmany as65,000A TV -rel ated acci dentseachyear intheUnited States, accordingtotheConsumer Product Safety
Commission. Rollingover, fallingfromtheATV or collidingwith astationary obj ect causesmost accidents. Statisticsshow 40
percent of ATV accidentsinvolvechildrenunder theageof 16.

Onethingtokeepinmindisthat ATV shandledifferently thanother vehicles, suchasmotorcyclesandtractors. Operators
shouldbecomefamiliar withshiftingtheir weight onturns, theturningradiusof an ATV, itsperformanceinmuddy or sandy soils
andongrassversusgravel, and theeffectsof goingover or through fixed obstaclessuch asrailroad tracks, drivewaysand
waterways.

ATVsareintendedfor off-road useand shoul dnever beoperated onpublicroads. Itisrecommendedthat you never operate
anATV without anapproved motorcyclehelmet, eyeprotection, boots, gloves, long pantsand al ong-sleeved shirt or jacket.

Herearesomethingstokeepinmind:

- HandlingcharacteristicsdifferamongATVs.

Most, butnotall, ATVshavefrontandrear brakes. Besureyouknow theproper stoppingtechniqueforyour ATV,
SomeATV saretwo-wheel drivewhileothersarefour-wheel drive.

Controlsandtheirlocationsdiffer fromone ATV model toanother.

Never carry anyoneelseonan ATV unlessitisspecifically designedto carry apassenger.

Becertai nthat any attachmentsarenecessary—many added attachmentsaffect thestability, operatingand braking of
anATV.

Read owner’ smanualscarefully.

Childrenshouldnot beallowedtooperatean ATV without speciali zedtrai ningandeventhen should not operatean ATV
of greater than90ccsize.

Beforeputtingyour ATV toworkitisimportanttodoapre-ridemechani cal inspection. Check thefol lowing: tiresandwheels,
throttle and other cables, brakes, foot
shifter, lightsand switches, oil andfuel,
chaindriveandchassis. Itisalsoagood
ideatohaveanadequatetool kitonboard
in case you have mechanical problems
whenyou arealong distanceaway from
your shop.

The ATV Safety Institutein Irvine
offersawealthof informationonoperation
of an ATV for both recreation and work.
Visittheirwebsiteatwww.atvsafety.orgor
cdl(949)727-3727.
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l H 0W| e Award N om | N at| on FO rm Because (why should your candidate receive the Howie Award) (use

extrapages or attach resume/supporting information if available):

I nominate (name of candidte for Howie Award):

Your name and telephone number:

Send your nomination to
Riverside County FarmBureau
j 21160Box Springs Road, #102
I Moreno Valley, CA 92557

B orFaxto951/782-0621

Deadline for Nomination Form is
September 15, 2008.*

The Robert M. Howie Awardisanannual award

i given by the Riverside County Farm Bureau to
B -any forms received after September 15, 2008 will be recognize outstanding service to Riverside County
H considered a nomination for nextyear. agriculture.

FRITTS €<
FLEET CENTER

7290 Auto Drive = Riverside

Over 200 YEARS
Comblned Experlence

HL. FLETGHEN - 36 5 -B LI:IID"l 13 [{AL - 21
F,_ﬂr Diraciar USSR SLEIEENE UERMAAI

DM"E ::-lF HAMI - 32 EFHL

000 FALAHE Al -AREAR a5 ]- -G

FLEET PRICING " OUTSIDE SALES TEAM
Dn Your BI.ISiI'IESS Wa Came tﬂ'l"ﬂl..l to Meeat All ‘ﬁ"pgr ‘u':ehlcle Neads
or Personal Vehicles
NEW OR USED

www. frittsfleet.com

LARGEST VOLUME COMMERCIAL FLEET DEALER WEST OF THE ROCKIES!
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Weik been leaving our feotprints in your fields
for alwpst 2 hudred, years.

Today we stil believe 1n combiring old fashioned grower support with the [atest saience and sanitation &
produce the highest quality fruit. Working with our Califomia growers has never been so important.

Contact our local field staff—Jose Avina (951) 676-B696

ludex Fresh ~ Owned !z&iﬂ%w Growers

Borvin Grower

AVOCADD

18184 Slaver Avenue + Bloomington, California 92316
[909] 427-1577 - wonwIndexFresh.cam

L R

-
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2008 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

[] RCFB Board meeting — September 10", 6 pm,
Sizzler Restaurant, Indio.

[] RCFB Insurance Agent's luncheon, Wilson Creek
Winery, September 18", 11:30 am.
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Renewal Reminder

WHAT'S ONE I you are due to renew your membership, please

WITHOUL' THE OTHER?
Sormz thics just “t.like State Tuwd and the Taren Darzau, Together, we
hawr awnre then A year wetery of Belping e aendle the o ghrst
joles wo Lk Faern silboprac D] ol le srucprares, oo 5 coster seorkers”

caenaErsak ot |1I.'||| avzilatle nn}_:.- to Califernia farmers.
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10020 INpiANA AVENUE, SuiTeE 211
RIVERsIDE, CALIFORNIA 92503
TeLerHoNE (951)352-0255 - Fax (951) 352-8686

Y

CRABTREE & AssocIATES, CPAs

take a moment to do so by calling Farm Bureau at
(951) 684-6732 or renew on-line at
www.cfbf.com. Members that are due in the
upcoming months and those that have a due date
of November 1, 2008, are asked to pay their
dues by October 24, 2008. This will give Farm
Bureau ample time to process incoming renewals.
Farm Bureau would like to thank all it*s members
for their continued support and being part of the
Farm Bureau family.

Desert

Cities
Pipe & Supply

A4

Serving the Inland Empire Farming Community

-Financial Statements

- TaxReturn Preparation
-TaxPlanning & Estate Tax Strategies
- Export Tax Deferrals

Wholesale& Retail
--Delivery Available--
*AGRICULTURAL *PLUMBING
IRRIGATIONEQUIPMENT  *ELECTRICAL
*PASTURESYSTEMS *PIPE&FITTINGS
*DRIPIRRIGATION *TIMECLOCKS
*SPRINKLERS *INFILTRATOR
Toro-Rainbird-Hunter-Irritrol SYSTEMS

Serving theindustry since 1975.

L\."—".li-i
l'.-E_-Z Fq!‘: t'\. S - . S e e
- S IRRIRE IESLLIEDRENLGER TR

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
52-101 Industry Way, Coachella

(760) 391-5594

7-4AWEEKDAYS,8-1SATURDAY
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