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LEGISLATION PENDING ON A STATE METAL THEFT ORDINANCE

By Steven A. Pastor, Executive Director

Asmetd theftscontinuetorisethroughout thecounty and state, | havereceived many callsandlettersfrommembers
wondering what the county and state are doing to stop the never ending increasein metal thefts.

Inour April 2007 edition of “ Riverside County Agriculture,” | wroteabout themeta theft problemandthepossible
solutionstotheproblem. Sincethat time, legid aturesin Sacramento havedebated the problemwithout resolve. The
best opportunity at that timewas AB 844 (Barryhill). Nevertheless, thisbill never went anyplace. AB 844 was
“watereddown” by legidatures, hence, Assemblyman Barryhill withdrew hishill after itwasashell of hisoriginal
intent to curb metal thefts. Recently, however, there may be some “light at the end of the tunnel.” SB 447
(Madonado) has shown signsof lifeand was endorsed by the Riverside County Board of Supervisors. Inmid-
February, Senator Calderon sponsored SB 691 that may bethebest hopefor astatewide M etal Theft Ordinance

However, SB 691 isnot aperfect bill. Thefinal language hasnot beenfinalized but the current languageisvery
similar to SB 447 (Mandonado) except that thenew bill hasthe pre-emptionlanguageadded. Pre-emptionlanguage
would not allow loca governmentstowritestricter ordinances. Many countiesand citiesin Californiaprefer not
to havethepre-emption languageinthebill becausethe countiesand citiesneed theflexibility todesigntheir local
ordinancetofit their needs. In order to appeasetherecyclingindustry andto passastatewidebill, legidatorsare
recommending to the California State Sheriffs' Association and othersto support SB 691.

AccordingtoMikeShetler, Senior Management Analyst for RiversideCounty, “ ... RiversdeCounty’ spositionis
that weacknowl edgethat theproblemisgloba withloca consequencesand any solutionhastobeat thestatelevel,
but must have the key elements such as expanded record keeping, finger printing and delayed paymentsto be
effective”

TheCaliforniaFarm Bureau Federation (CFBF) isurgingthelegidature
to adopt legislation aimed at reducing the market for stolen meta. § |[nside This Issue...
L egidationto addressmetal theft must not pre-empt county ordinances
unlessitincludesfingerprint provisions, strict penatiesagainst recyclers, § Grant Fundi ng for Ag Engi nes?2
and holdspaymentsfor metal sreceived by therecyclers. Jr. Livestock Photos

Permanent Estate Tax Repeal 5
Index Fresh Appoints New

enforced a the state and local levels. Cities must also support the | SalesDirector
legidlationand beginenforcingtherules. Calendar of Events

RiversdeCounty farmersandrancherswill continueto seeanever ending
increase in meta thefts unless some type of legidation is passed and
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Welcome New Members

We would like to "Thank You" for becoming
partofthe Farm Bureau Family.

Grants Available to Replace Irrigation Pump
Engines with Electric Pumps.

The South Coast Air Quality Management District is encouraging
farmers within their 4-county jurisdiction (including Riverside
County) to apply for grant funding to replace their agricultural
engines with electric powered pumps or natural gas engines that
meet new emission standards. The funding can cover up to 85%
of the equipment costs, including installation, but not power line
extension costs. The application deadline is May 2, 2008 at 1
p.m.

Many of the stationary engines used for agriculture are under a
deadline for replacement. AQMD’s Rule 1110.2 has deadlines of
July 1, 2008 for large facilities (those having Title V permits), and
July 1, 2010 for smaller operations.

For information on how to apply, contact Al Baez, (909) 396-
2516.

Available Now!

50to 200 acres available forlong term lease. 100 acres flat with two wells.
One producing 400+ gallons per minute. Additional wells can be added.
Approximately 50 acres currently irrigated with underground lines. Two
houses, 80tonbarn, outbuildings, guesthouse
alsoavailableforlease. FAAapprovedairport
and 2200 ft runway on property. On main
highway, perfectfornursery, specialty crops.
Hee Unlimited water and flat land ready to be put
== =10 good use. Submiton rate and term. Property
#is alsoavailable forsale.
#Call(951)694-8777.

Palm Murseries
Darl E. Young Jr.

W. D. Young & Sons

21-810 Arus Avenue
Indio. CA 92201
Phone: 760-347-7906

Fax: 760-342-6188
Email: youngnsons@aol.com

- www.RiversideCFB.com



Have you reserved your seal

af FarmPAC?

Riverside County Farm Bureau and
San Bernardino Counly Farm Bureau
invite you on Safurday, March 29th

Hallisto Greenhouses
V988 Redwood dve. Forpana C4 92335

Don't miss out on
the Silent

Guest Speakers: —

Rich Matteis - (FBF Admynisirator
Assemblyman Anthony Adams 5 pm - Soctal Hour & Narsery Tour

Assemblyman John Benoit & pm - Siteny Auction & Guest Speakers
7 pmy - Dinmer & Dessert

530 per person
590 per couple
$360 - table of 8
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Saturday, February 23, 2008
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2008
Junior.
Livestock
Auction

Enbert Shiza |:'¢_~.r1:| ue

Riverside gounty Fair Real Estate

Appraizal

National Date Festival _
Real Estate Appraisals

The Farm Bureau would like to give many thanks to the members .ﬁw i
who have contributed to the Auction Support Fund. Commercial, Residential

With your contributions you have helped these young people
continue in learning important life skills, including time management
andfinancial responsibility. We hope that you will continue to support
these great organizations with the choices that children have today.
FFA,4-H, and Grange are worth supporting.

These photos are of young people that the Farm Bureau and
members like you helped support this year.

Please know your dollars are working to teach ayoung personthe
skills necessary to become a responsible adult.
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Permanent Estate Tax Repeal: Best Option for Farmers

WASHINGTON, D.C., March 12, 2008 — Permanent repeal of estate taxes is the best option for
farmers and ranchers among reform alternatives being considered, according to the American Farm
Bureau Federation. In written testimony sent to the Senate Finance Committee, AFBF explained why
federal estate taxes have long been a concern to America’s farmers and ranchers.

According to AFBF, farmers and ranchers are particularly sensitive to the estate tax for several
reasons. “First and foremost, farm operations typically require substantially more in capital assets to
generate $1 inincome than other sectors of the economy,” said the group. “A more modest-sized farm
operation can pay higher estate tax rates compared to a non-farm business, even if the non-farm
estate generated comparable income while the owners were alive.”

In addition, said AFBF, the typical farm estate has more capital tied up in fixed assets that are difficult
to liquidate. As a result, farm estates often face greater difficulty in making death tax payments
compared to other types of estates.

“Replacing the estate tax with an inheritance tax or other tax due when a business owner dies will do
little to resolve the issues that plague farmers and
ranchers under the current death tax regime,” said
AFBF. “Taxes still will be owed by surviving sons and
daughters who want to continue to farm and many will

be forced to sell off parts of their business to settle the : ; X
debt.” organic. Optional 1800 sq ft house/office

available.
Temecula, CA (714) 396-4463

NOW LEASING
50 acres with water, soil qualifies for

AFBF reiterated its commitment to permanent repeal
of estate taxes, but urged Congress to make several
immediate changes. Among them:
the estate exemption should be
increased to $10 million per
person and indexed for inflation;

PLEASE CONSIDER THE SIZE OF
| YOUR MAILBOX, AS ONCE AGAIN

there should be full stepped-up A I , &
basis for inherited assets, the gift /
taxexemptionshould beincreased
to $20,000 and indexed for
inflation; and special use valuation
adjustments for property should
be unlimited.

Tenecul a
Val | ey
Pi pe & Supply &
i
Wholesale& Retail
--WebDeliver --
*PASTURE SYSTEMS :Etg(l\:/lTBRI:\ICGA . Facondido: TARN.T46 5055
*QE&@TE@ION *PIPE&FITTINGS Indio: 760,342, 4726
Toro & Rainbird *TIMECLOCKS Ontario: 900,947 2371
Hunter & Richdel Yerems Riverside: 851.761.8100
RANCHO CALIFORNIA Gr call toll free BO0 800 4865 today
INDUSTRIAL PARK www.aglean.com ; 'y :
28074 Del Rio Road A Par of the Farm Credit S}"Stﬁﬂ"l. AmEl‘] C:’il’l AgCIEdlt
676-5678 Equal Oppartunizy Lender. Moy for ﬂgricultun_*
7-6WEEKDAYS,8-1SATURDAY
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INDEX FRESH APPOINTS JOHN DIMYTRIW
AS COMPANY'S NEW SALES DIRECTOR

BLOOMINGTON, CA— DanaThomas, president of | ndex Fresh, announcedtoday theappointment of John
Dmytriw tothepositionof SalesDirector at thecompany’ scorporateoffices, basedin Bloomington. “We
welcomeJohntotheteamat Index Fresh. | amexcited about theenthusiasm hebringstohisroleinour Sales
Department,” Thomassaid. Dmytriw haspreviously workedfor BuyProduce.cominlrvine, andhehasspent
thelast 7%2yearsat West Pak Avocadoin Temecul a.

Bornonthelsland of OahutoaMarineCorp. family, Johnand hisfamily cameto SouthernCaliforniaasa
child, wherehehasspent themajority of hislife.“Myjobisvery rewarding, becausel supply peoplewith

somethingthat they want or need—customersarenotal| thesame, and their businessesshoul d not betreated
assuch,” John commented.

“Insomeindustries, thereisonly oneplatform, orway, tosel| products. | amenergized by theflexibility thatisoffered by theProduce
Industry. Thelndex SalesTeamisagreat group of high-energy and positivepeople—weareall are passionateabout providing
thehighestquality of service. Themostrewardingpart of my jobiswhenacustomertellsmethat | addedval uetohisor her business
—thatisaday well-done!”

Johnisvery concerned about connectingwiththepeoplewhoarenot gettingthefocusthey deserve, andwel comesdial ogue
withanyonewhoisinterestedinlearningmoreabout Index Fresh. “| inviteanyonetocall andtointroducethemselves,” he
emphasi zed. John canbecontacted at 909-877-1577.

Index Fresh, Inc.isagrower-owned packing, marketing and shipping company | ocatedin Bloomington, CA. Index Freshremains
strongly committed to keeping | ndex growers, customersand trading partnersonthecutting edgeof theproduceindustry. The
company distributespremiumavocadosand Asian pearsfrom CaiforniatoNew Y ork, and supplieslargeretail ers, small specialty
retailers, andfoodservice.

Index Fresh hasbeeninbusinesssince 1914, andbecameacooperativein 1929. In 1991 I ndex Freshentered theimport avocado
businessto supplement the high demand and to broadentheCaliforniabase, offering year-round avocadostoitscustomers.
Importsarefrom Chileand Mexico. Thefirmincorporatedin1999.

FRITTS €<
FLEET CENTER

7290 Auto Drl\m Riversids

Over 200 YEARS
Combined Expehrlence

2 £3

HL. FLETGHEN - 38 SIEVE -B LEHDW
Fleat Olraciar HEL B8 == B

,-- E / £ - . . - B4
FLEET PRICING " OUTSIDE SALES TEAM
DI"I You r Business We Came ta 'I"{II..I to Meat All 1'I'_I:H.JI' Vaehicle Neads
or Personal Vehicles G "
NEW OR USED

BELL - 21 DAYE - 11

951-353-8800 e R RS

www. frittsfleet.com

LARGEST VOLUME COMMERCIAL FLEET DEALER WEST OF THE ROCKIES!
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Makesureeveryoneon
thefarm protects

hisor her eyes

By Mike Klimenko
Farm Bureau Group Manager

Takegood care of your eyes. They are
irreplacesble.

According to research done by the
University of Tennessee, an estimated
7,500€eyeinjuriesoccur onAmericanfarms
annually—that’ snearly oneevery hour.
Theseinjuriesarepainful,expensiveand
canresultinpartial ortotal blindness.

Eyeinjuriesoccur muchtoofrequently on
the farm or ranch, and in too many
instances, theinjurieswere much more
severebecausethevictimfailedtowear
proper eyeprotection. TheU.S. Bureau of
L abor Statisticsreportsthat threeout of
fiveworkerswhosuffer eyeinjurieswore
noeyeprotectionat thetimeof theinjury.
And of thosewho did wear protection,
twoof every fiveworethewrongkind.

It makes good sense to wear safety
eyewear whenever thereisachancethat
machinesor operationspresentthehazard
of flying objects, chemicals, harmful
radiation or other hazards. Most eye
injuries result from small particles or
objects striking or abrading the eye.
Examples include metal dlivers, wood
chips, dust and cement chipsthat are
g ected by tools, windblown, or fall from
aboveaworker. Some of these objects,
suchasnails, staples, or sliversof wood
or metal penetratetheeyeball andresult
inapermanent|ossof vision. Largeobjects
may alsostriketheeye/face, or aworker
may runintoanobject causingbluntforce
trauma to the eyeball or eye socket.
Chemical burnstooneor botheyesfrom
splashes of agricultural chemicals or
cleaning productsarecommon.

Therearecertainpreventativemeasures
that can help reduce the chance of eye
injuries. Theseinclude:

Conductathoroughanalysisof the
work tobedoneand theequi pment
thatwill beused. Inspectwork areas
and equipment and identify
operations and areas that present
eyehazards.

Select protectiveeyewear designed
for aspecific operation or hazard.
Protective eyewear must meet
Occupational Safety and Health
Administration standards.

For best protection against eye
injury, wear eyeprotectionwhenever
itiswarrantedandrequireworkersto
dothesame. Allow noexceptions.

Protectiveeyewearthat doesn’ tfit
properly andcomfortablyisnotlikely
tobeused. Toensuretheeyewearis
satisfactory, haveitfittedby aneye-
careprofessional.

Planfor anemergency. Establish
first-aidproceduresforeyeinjuries.
Makeeyewash stationsaccessibl e,
particularly where chemicals are
used. Trainemployeesinbasicfirst
aid and identify those with more
advancedfirst-aidtraining.

Educate and review. Conduct
ongoing educational programsto
establish, maintainandreinforcethe
need for protective eyewear.
Continuously review and when
necessary revise your accident
preventionstrategies.

Onemorething, don’trely onordinary
prescription glasses for eye safety.
Althoughthey may beimpact-resistant,
they arenot saf ety eyewear. Inaddition,
chemical or spray dust canget aroundthe
sideseasily andintotheeyes. Contact
lensesaremadefor seeingnot protection,
sowear saf ety glassesover them.

Per sonal protection
should never be
overlooked

By Mike Klimenko
Farm Bureau Group Manager

Onthefarmandranch, everyonepretty
much knowsthattodoajobright,itis
importanttohavetherighttool at hand.
Inthesameway, tohaveproper protection
frominjury, itisimportant to havethe
right personal protective equipment

(PPE)

A farmerknowsbetterthantocutcorners
ontools, sowhywouldhethinkitisOK
tocutcornerswhenitcomestoprotecting
himself and/or hisworkers. It’ safour-
step process:

- Providingworkerswith PPE.
Teach them how to use this
equipment.
Makeitarul ethat theequipment
beused, andenforcetherule.
Andfinallly,asanemployer, be
sureto follow your own rule.
Don’tmakethe* Doasl say, not
asl do” mistake.

It isn't possible to provide detailed
descriptions of personal protective
equipmentinthisbrief column, but here
aresomeof themainones:

Handprotection: Properlyfittedgloves—
cotton, canvas, |eather, rubber or plastic
coated—protect handswhen handling
tools, roughobjects, or whenexposedto
weather, chemical s, solvents, branches
andsoon. .
- Eye protection: Eyes are
vulnerable to injury when a
personisperforminganumber
of differenttasksonthefarmor
ranch, such as pruning,
harvesting, hayingor handling
agricultural  chemicals.
Protectiveeyewearisamust.
Head protection: Hard hats
protect the head from impact
and flying or falling objects.
Some of the tasks that
necessitatethewearing of ahard
hat include trimming trees,
operating or repairing
machinery, andworking under
low cellings.
Foot protection: Saf ety shoes
with metal toes and puncture
resistant soles should be
standard issue of agricultural
workers. They protect feet
aroundlivestock, power mowers
and other equipment andwhen
handlingheavy or shar|i)obj ects.
Ear protection: Ear plugs and
external ear coveringsprotect
theearsfromnoise-generating
tractors, harvesters, chainsaws
and other loud equipment.
Skinprotection: Protecttheskin
from chemical burns, sunburn
and scrapesby covering with
clothing, aswell asproper skin
washing and garment
laundering.
Breathing protection: Various
Q(pes of respirators—
isposable dust masks, filter
respirators, chemical cartridge,
gas mask or self-contained
breathi ng apparatus—protect
workers from breathing
hazardoussubstances. Besure
tomatchtheproperrespiratorto
eachspecifictask.
Remember strongandheal thy employees
areyour greatest assets. Taking careof
their safety isa“win-win” proposition.

For 65yearsFarmBureau & StateFund
havebeenbusinesspartners. Whenyour
policy comesupfor renewal, if youarenot
Insuredwith StateFund, pleasebesureto
get quote in our Farm Bureau Group
Program!
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2008 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

March 19th - WRCAC meeting, Nuevo Water District,
9:00 am.

March 20th - Dairy Outreach meeting, EMWD, 10 am.
March 29th - FarmPac Fundraiser. Callthe RCFB

April 5th - AITC Fundraiser atthe Ronald Reagan
Library. Call for details.

April 9th - RCFB Board meeting atthe Sizzler Restaurant
inIndio. 6 pm.

April 23rd - Coachella Valley Regional Water Quality
Control Board Workshop at CVWD - 2:30 pm.

April 29th - LE/CL TMDL Task Force - EVMWD, 1:30
pm.

Nationa Realty Group

Redl Estate~L oans~Rentals
951.719.7773
www.MarkMund.com

Desert

Cities
Pipe & Supply
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Serving the Inland Empire Farming Community

-Financial Statements

- TaxReturn Preparation
-TaxPlanning & Estate Tax Strategies
- Export Tax Deferrals

Wholesale& Retail
--Delivery Available--
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*TIMECLOCKS
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SYSTEMS
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*SPRINKLERS

Toro-Rainbird-Hunter-Irritrol

Serving theindustry since 1975.
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OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

52-101 Industry Way, Coachella

(760) 391-5594

7-4AWEEKDAYS,8-1SATURDAY
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