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THE DISAPPEARANCE OF FARM LAND IN THE
INLAND EMPIRE

By
Steven A. Pastor, Executive Director

Last month, several newspapers including the Los Angeles Times, Inland Valley Daily Bulletin, and the Press
Enterprisewrotearticlesthat discussed the overwhelming growthinthelnland Empire (Riversideand San Bernarding
Counties) aswell asthe San Joaquin Valley. Thearticlesdid not, however, fully discusswhy Inland Empirefarmers
and ranchers are selling their land for devel opment.

According to the newspaper articles, the numbers were astonishing. In the Central Valley alone, 166,364 acres of
farmland was converted to homes and other devel opment. According to the Press Enterprise, for example, the City
of Murrietain southwest Riverside County, added 15,000 peoplefrom April 2000 to July 2003. Thispopulationincreass
inMurrieta” ...added the second-largest number of residentsamong Californiacitieswith popul ationslessthan 100,000
accordingtoU.S. CensusBureaufigures...” Thepopulation of Murrietasurged 29 percent during thistimeperiodfro
50,866 t060,729. TheCity of Murrietaannexed 3,200 acresintheMurrietaHot Springsand French Valley areas. The
Cities of Fontana and Rancho Cucamongain San Bernardino County “ ...weretwo of the 10 fastest-growing cities
inthenation.” The population of Rancho Cucamongagrew 18.7 percent whilethe City of Fontana spopulation grew
17.8 percent or 22,966 new residents. The City of Beaumont in Riverside County “ ... wastheforth-fastest growing,
booming by 30 percent in threeyears.” Statewide, from 1990 to 2002, atotal of 3.2 million acreswere taken out of
farmingand ranching.

The desert communities of Riversideand San Bernardino Countieswere not immune from the huge popul ation shif
tothe Inland Empire. The City of Indio’ s population, for instance, grew 18.6 percent from April 2000 to July 2003
according to the Census Bureau. Other desert communitiesthat saw large growth during the sametime period werg
La Quinta, Palm Desert, Ranch Mirage, and Indian Wells.

Unfortunately, whencitiesgain populationinthelnland Empire, agriculture
in theregion loses. According to the Los Angeles Times, “The Inland
Empire, the state’s fastest-growing region for more than a decade,

continued its breakneck conversion of agricultural and vacant land to
urban uses. Together, those two counties accounted for nearly 22% of

al farmandvacant land converted (in California) duringthe 1990’ s, with NewsinBrief
Riverside County a oneaccountingfor 14%. Andthestory wasthesame .

for 2000-02, except San Bernardino County surpassed Riverside County DisappearanceCont. ........... 4
in urbanization.” Riverside and San Bernardino Counties converted | Grilling Safety Tips

20,000 acres (about 31 square miles) of agricultural landto urbanuses | Calendar of Events

from 2000 to 2002. Thetwo counties are slowly transforming from an
agricultural based region to a* sprawling megalopolis.” From 1990 to
2000, Riverside County converted 66,000 acresof farmlandto urbanuse. Cont. on Pace4....
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News i1n Brief...

PRICE INCREASE HEARTENS GRAPE
GROWERS

Rising prices for a key grape
variety encourage raisin producers,
who have suffered through several
yearsof losses. Winerieshavestarted
offering higher pricesfor Thompson
seedless grapes, which are crushed
tobeblendedintowineor fruit drinks.
Thompson seedless grapes are also
sold fresh and are dried into raisins.
Raisin prices have been depressed
for several years, and growersexpect
improved demand from wineries to
help reverse that.

FARM TO RETAIL GAP IN TREE FRUIT
PRICES

Cdlifornia farmers who grow
peaches, plums and nectarines are
receiving prices far less than their
production costs. Retail ersareselling
fruit at an average price nationwide
of $1.79 a pound, while farm prices
range between 25 and 35 cents. Hot
spring weather hindered fruit sizes.
Some farmers are leaving fruit on
trees, rather thanincur picking costs.
Industry observers say farmers had
hoped for a good year after severa
poor ones, and they predict the
situationwill forcesomegrowersout
of business.

BAGGED
CONSUMERS

SALADS ATTRACT

A fast growing sector of
agricultureisproduction of packaged
fresh salad mixes. Consumers like
theconvenience, andfarmerslikethe

guaranteed income contractswiththe
processors provide. Processors use
special packagingto keep salad mixes
fresh. They take pride in the
cleanliness of their processing
facilities, which insures consumer
confidence in the packaged salads.

COVER CROPHELPSTOMATOES

Federal agricultural researchers
say tomatoes grown using alegume
cover croplivedlonger and produced
more fruit than those grown on the
traditional black polyethylene mulch
with chemical fertilizer. Results of
the research, which spanned five
years, are published in the current
issue of the Proceedings of the
National Academy of Sciences.
Scientistsbelievethecover crophelps
therootsof thetomato plant to produce
ahormonethat allowsittolivelonger
and produce greater yields.

STUDY SHOWS MORE HEALTH
BENEFITS OFMILK

New research about the health
benefits of milk encourages dairy
marketers. A study published thisweek
concludesthat drinkingtheequivalent
of aglass of milk aday reduces the
risk of colorectal cancer. The study
saysthecalciuminmilk canleadtoa
15% reduction in cancer risk, when
people drink about 8 ounces a day.
Representatives of California dairy
groupssay thestudy showsagainthat
people never outgrow the need for

" FORSALE
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Hay, Got Land?
For all your real estate needs

Call Chris Hogan v
(909) 551-0995

¥

HELP FORFARMERS EXPLORING AGRI-
TOURISM

Many farmers are researching
the idea of adding tourism to their
farming business. The University of
CdliforniaExtension Serviceprovides
information for farmers seeking
methods to develop a new aspect of
their business. Some growers have
developed bed and breakfast
operations, whileothershave opened
produce stands selling directly to
consumers. Produce stands have
existed for 40 years or more.

-- News items credited to California Farm
Bureau Federation.

AJ CONTACT US AT:

| www.temeculawines.org
1-800-801-WINE
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....ConT. FRoM FRONT COVER.

Thiswasthemost acreage convertedin Southern Cdifornia. Since 1984, Riversideand San Bernardino Counties
have been onthetop ten* urbanization” countieslist.

Why arefarmersand rancherssallingtheir land for devel opment?What doesall thismeannot only totheagricultural
community but alsotothepublicingenera ?1t means, somewheredowntheline, wewill have* shot-oursalves-in-
the-foot.” Why?Smply put, itisbecoming harder and harder for farmersand ranchersto makeaprofit. Eachyear,
thefederal and stategovernmentscontinueto* hammer” agricultureaswel | asother typesof businesseswithnew
lawsand regul ations, which usually trand atesinto additional taxesand feesfor farmersand ranchers. For example,
SB 700 and PR 1127 take away agriculture’ sexemption from the state’ sair quality standards that farmers and
ranchers have been exempt from for over twenty years. Inreturn, new additional permit feesare slapped onthe
farmers. In addition to these fees, there are fees and taxes to regulate water quality, endangered species, and
hazardousmaterias, just to nameafew.

Ontopof dl this, farmersmust a sodea with Caifornia shigh minimumwagelaws, workerscompensation rates,
highwater andfuel costs, andthenation’ sunfavorableagricultura tradelaws. Increased regul ationsimpedefarmers
and ranchers capability of producing quality food and fiber and to secure astrong and steady food supply for our
state and nation. According to the American Farm Bureau Federation, America sfarmersand ranchers pay an
estimated $25 hillion annually to comply with federal regulations. Overdl, private individuas and businesses,
including agriculture, spent approximately $843 billionto comply with federd regulatory laws. Nowonder somany
farmersandranchersarewillingto sdll their land to devel opers. How canthey possibly makeafair profit otherwise
withthehugeincreaseintaxesand feesthey must pay tothe stateand federal governments? Somewherealongthe
line our lawmakers forgot that it is
extremely important to protect the
FLEETPRICING!
2004 MODELS ARE HERE!
2004 Ram 3500

farmer and rancher. Farmlandisthe
mogt important tool a farmer or
rancher has to operate his or her
business.
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Orderyourstoday!

Why pay retail prices when you

can deal direct with Frahm Dodge’s

Fleet Manager: Kim Melanson.
Savethousands off theregular purshase price!
Over 300 Dodge Trucks In Stock!

Rabert Shea Perdue
Real Eatate M ppraisal

Real Estate
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Grilling safety tips: Howto fireup the barbecue without
getting burned

It's barbecue season, and whether you're king of the coals or a first-time burger flipper, it's easy to get fired up about
firing up the grill.

But the fun of a barbecue can quickly be raked over the coals if you ignore good grilling safety techniques.

Follow these tips when barbecuing, and you won't have to worry about serving up a grilling mishap with your coleslaw
and potato salad.

Before you grill:

Protect yourself when barbecuing by wearing a heavy apron and an oven mitt that covers your forearm. Keep your grill
on alevel surface and away from the house, garage and other objects that could potentially catch fire. It's also important
to keep children away from the grill.

Using the grill:

Ifyou're using a charcoal grill, only use starter fluids designed for such grills, never gasoline. Begin with a limited amount
of started fluid and add more charcoal or rekindle with dry kindling if the fire gets too low. Never add more starter fluid
or you could suddenly end up with a

flash fire on your hands.

If you opt for a gas grill, make sure the ’ . ) S
gas cylinder is always stored in a spot %@ American Ag[. ..I'Edlt

that is outdoors and away from your MAUNEN FOR SGEICLLIURE
home. Keep the valves turned off when '
your not using them and regularly check
for leaky connections by using a soap
and water mix that will show bubbles in
spotswhere gas escapes.

When you’re done grilling:

Soak coalsinwater before you putthem
in the trash, and remember that grills
stays hotlong after you’re done cooking
onthem.

In case of a burn:
TAKING ¢IRE OF FARVERS
Run cold water over the burn for 10-15 ViHO TAKE CARE GF AMERICA
minutes. Never put butter or salve on a o

burn because they will seal in heat,

which causes further blistering. If you
think the burn is serious, get medical 1 8 ausivess nec cated 1o making Things grow,
attention as soon as possible.

yoJ can depend on us to help you floursh. Fro -1 s=ec money to greenhouses

. ) wee will be -here with -he financing wour nursery needs.
Source: Insurance Information Institute

Riverside (909) 781-8100
Relations, Allied Insurance (B0 800-4885 4 vrewanlian.cam
Fo sl (20T H T R

Courtsey of John Valentine, Director, Sponsor
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Jackson| DeMarco Peokenpaugh

A LAW CORPORAT.II

...CoNT. FROM PAGE 4.

Until thegenera publicaswell asour el ected official swake-up andredlizethat weares owly chippingaway at the
“backbone’ of our economy (in 2003, agriculture in Riverside County generated $1,067,367,300 in total gross
valuation which hasafinancia impact of threetimesthat amount or $3,202,101,900) wewill continueto urbanize
throughout Riverside County and California. Until politiciansfinally redlizethat unnecessary billsthat help“chip-
away” at agriculturearestopped (SB 700, and PR 1127 to nameafew) it will continueto beextremely difficultto
make any type of livable profit in agriculture, hence, farmers and ranchers will continue to sdll their land for
development. Agricultureisd owly beingregulated tothebrink of extinctionin Cdifornia. Whenafarming company
cannot makeaprofit, and pass added taxesand fees on to the customer like other industries, the American public
will bedoomed. Sooner or later, if we continue on the path of selling off our agricultureland for development, we
will becomemoreand moredependent onforeignfood suppliers. TheUnited States, specificaly Caifornia, hasthe
safestfood supply intheworld. Will webewilling to sacrificeour safeand abundant food supply by importingmore
food from third world nations?| certainly hope not.

REMINDERS

There will be no Riverside County Farm Bureau Board of Director's meeting in August.
Effective July 17, 2004, the Area Code for RCFB changed to 951.

Additional Savings Available
for Farm Bureau Members
When You Buy From...

yllih—w FRITTS FORD
We were here for you then.....We're here for you now! FLEET CENTER
California Farm Bureau Members
7990 Auto Drive
Save when you buy through owr Fleet Departinent Riverside, CA 92504
Exit Adams/Auto Center
Open 7 Days a Week Drive off the 91 FWY.
Enter driveway marked
Vigit our show room and see our large selection of Commereial erucks, Fleet Department

From Rangers, F-Sernies, E-Van plus the all new Fo50 and F750. (909) 353-8800
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Earning the trust of California
farmers and ranchers for
more than 50 years.

T e e Bhag - N

California’s leading farm and ranch insurver

S0+ yedrs serving Farm Bivedit members

Claims service avallable 21 bours a day, 7 days a week
3% discount on foarm dand business aifo insuvance
Retled A+ Superior & AM. HBest & Co.

Allied Insurance understands whatl's important o facmers and anchers.
And as part of the nation's leading agribusiness carrier, we offer
coverages specially tilored o meel your insurance needs. AL Allicd, we
combine our passion [or cutstanding customer service willy a tradition
of serving Farm Burean members for 50-plus years. Give California’s
leading farm and ranch insurer the opportunily Lo carn yvour business.

Find your local Allied agent in the Yellow Pages or visil
www.alliedinsurance.com oday!

» California
Allied Farm Bureau

Insurance 4 Federation

A Mationwicde® Compuarty
Ln bawr Sde™

Farrn Burzau and bre TE desiyns aie regisl2iesd secvice marks ol Lwe Ariericen Cann Bureau Ted=ig o used drader liczoes by

Allied Property & Cassalty Insurance Comips ny
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JULY / AUGUST
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

D July 20th - 9:00am - 12:00pm, Membership Forum,
RCFB Office, Moreno Valley.

D Therewillbeno RCFB Board of Director's meeting
inAugust.

; [] Aug. 24th - 10:00am, RCFB Budget Review Committee,
e . = RCFB Office, Moreno Valley.
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To see what we can do for yea, Calffarnla Realty
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CRABTREE & AssocIATES, CPAs

10020 INpiaANA AVENUE, SuiTE 211
RIVERsSIDE, CALIFORNIA 92503
TeLerHoNE (909)352-0255 - Fax (909) 352-8686

Wholesale& Retail Serving the Inland Empire Farming Community

--WebDeliver -- 3 )
*PASTURESYSTEMS *PLUMBING -Financial Statements
*DRIPIRRIGATION *ELECTRICAL _ .
*SPRINKLERS *PIPE& FITTINGS Tax Retu”_] Preparation _
Toro &Rainbird *TIME CLOCKS -TaxPlanning & Estate Tax Strategies
i *INFILTRATOR
Hunter &Richdel SYSTEMS - Export Tax Deferrals

RANCHO CALIFORNIA
INDUSTRIAL PARK

28074 Del Rio Road

676-5678

7-6WEEKDAYS, 8-1SATURDAY

8 - July 2004 Riverside County Agriculture - www.RiversideCFB.com



