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RIVERSIDECOUNTY'SPROPOSED CONSTRAINED
DEVELOPMENT AREAS ORDINANCE

By
Steven A. Pastor, ExecutiveDir ector

Lastyear, the Riverside County Planning Departmentdrafted a proposed ordinance entitled the “Protected
Peaks and Ridges and Hillside Grading Ordinance.”

The original intent of the ordinance wasto “...establish criteria for hillside development within designated
areas of Riverside County so that the visual quality of hillside areas along the protected peaks and ridges
may be protected.”

In other words, this ordinance was written specifically to protect the peaks and ridges in specific
designated areas from over development. This ordinance, however, has now gone county wide and
threatens the use of hillsides and peaks for agriculture purposes anywhere slopes are 25% or greater.

The ordinance has changed several times since last yearincluding the name of the ordinance. The new
name is Constrained Development Areas or commonly referred to as C-D Zones.

The Riverside County Farm Bureau (RCFB) has been working with the county’s Planning Departmentto
protectagriculture inthese new C-D Zones. The Riverside County Farm Bureau has pointed out several
areas where agriculture may be negatively affected by this proposed ordinance.

First, although the ordinance states that agriculture may still use hillsides forits crops (field, tree, flower,
vegetables, herbs, etc) itdoes notlistgrazing as an approved use. Hillsides and peaks are currently being
used for grazing. Second, eventhoughthe ordinance allows related agricultural activities, itexcludes the
construction of any accessory facilities even if the facilities are
used for agricultural purposes. These facilities are necessary for
commercial agricultural operations. The county definesaccessory
facilities as “Buildings, structures, roads, driveways, walls or
fencesincidental to a permitted, or conditionally permitted use.”
By excluding accessory facilities, the ordinance would require a
plot plan and compliance with the ordinance’s development § NewsinBrief
standards for the installation of wells, water lines, roads, drlve_w_ays, Calendar of Events
and fences, among other structures. As aresult, the provisions .
allowing crops and related agricultural activities within the C-D C-D Zones Continued
Zone without the need for a plot plan or compliance with the | Gearing Up For The Fight
ordinance’s development standards are meaningless.”

Cont. on Page 4.....
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News i1n Brief...

STATECITES SUPERMARKETS FOR AD
VIOLATIONS

A supermarket chain has been
cited for alegedly advertising
Mexicangrapesasbeing Cdifornia-
grown. The state Department of
Foodand Agriculturesaid 48" Food
4 Less’ storesreceived citationsfor
the reported advertising violations.
The company saysit wasaprinting
error and posted signs in stores
explainingthemistake. A Riversde
County grape grower reportedly
brought thematter totheattention of
thelocd agricultura commissioner.

GOVERNMENTTO CONDUCTHORSE-
HEALTH SURVEY

Thesituation haschanged since
thegovernment last surveyed horse
ownersabout how they protecttheir
animas health. In the seven years
sincethelast nationwidesurvey, West
Nilevirusbeganstrikinghorses. The
disease killed more than 200
Cdlifornia horses last year, and
s ckened hundredsmore. Horsescan
be vaccinated against the disease.
About 200 Cdifornians who own
horsesand other equineswill beasked
to participate in the health-
management survey.

New Members Continued

MarkLatham
Adrain Liera
Michael Mendoza
SeyedMirghafouri
Jeff Paschall
EdnaPetersen
Octavian Popaluca
Melissa Pratt
John Schumacher
Carl Simmons
Joanna Smith
Ziad Tannous
Pochoi Tse

M oREWESTNILEHORSEDEATHS

Twomorehorseshavecontracted
West Nilevirus, bothareinRiversde
County, andwereeuthanized. Neither
of the two had been vaccinated. In
addition, ahorse from Kern County
earlier reported ashaving thedisease
hasdied thusbringingthedegthtoll to
four. There have been six cases of
horses infected with the disease in
Cdlifornia thus far this year. The
Cdifornia Department of Food and
Agriculture urges horse owners to
beginavaccinationprogramfor their
animalsassoon aspossible.

FARMERS, FOODBANKS COOPERATE
TO FEED HUNGRY

A cooperative effort among
farmersandfoodbankswill distribute
more than 10 million pounds of
produceto needy familiesthisyear.
Now inits 15th season, Ag Against
Hunger suppliessurplusfreshproduce
to food banksfromitsheadquarters
in Salinas. More than 50 grower-
packersprovidetheorganizationwith
surplus food. Ag Against Hunger
distributes the fresh produce to
organizations throughout California
andfiveother Westernstates.
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Illegal Dumping Signs
Now Available

Call Farm Bureau to get
your sign today!!
Member's Cost $3.50 ea.

FARMERS, WORKERS COPEWITH HIGH
TEMPERATURES

Asmuchof Cdiforniacopeswith
alengthy heat wave, farmers adjust
their harvest schedulesand takeother
steps to help themselves and their
workers deal with the high
temperatures. Farm-safety experts
say many farmers alter work
schedules, soharvestbeginsearlierin
themorningandendsat midday. Farm
groups have also distributed
educationd pamphletstofarmers, for
them to provide to workers, about
how to stay healthy inthehest.

JULY / AUGUST / SEPT

2005 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

|:| Jul. 27th-8:00am-2:00pm, Water
Symposium, Perris Fairgrounds,
Perris.

|:| Note - There will be no Board
meeting in August.

[] Aug. 18th - 8:30am, TMDL
Workshop, EMWD Headquarters,
Perris.

|:| Aug. 24th - 10:00am, Budget
Committee meeting, RCFB Office,
MorenoValley.

[] sept. 13th - 2:00pm, AQMD
Workshop to explain howto sign-up for
the Carl Moyer Program, RCFB Office,
MorenoValley.

[] sept. 14th-6:30pm, RCFB Board
of Directors meeting, Sizzler, Banning.

[] sept. 20th - 2:00pm, Budget
Committee meeting, RCFB Office,
MorenoValley.

|:| Sept.21st-1:30pm,RCAmeeting,
CAC Building, Riverside.
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..... Cont. from Front Cover.

Third, the county has failed to provide any maps of the proposed C-D Zones. How does a landowner know
if his/her land is in a C-D Zone without any specific designated areas being defined? The county wants to
pass the ordinance firstand then produce maps later. This leaves landowners uncertain about the future
oftheirland. Next, the ordinance gives the Planning Director discretion to determine whether a plot plan will
be subjectto CEQA compliance. Once again, the RCFB argues that no guidelines for the determination are
provided, leaving wide latitude for the Planning Director to make his/her decision. The time and expense of
preparing a plot plan and complying with CEQA (whether by negative declaration or EIR) would likely impair
agricultural uses.

Another concern for agriculture is the county’s definition of “disturbance.” The county defines “disturbance”
as “Alter the natural surface of the land or the natural vegetation by any means, including, but not limited to,
grading, clearing, brushing or grubbing.” In Section 16.16 of the draft ordinance, for example, it states that
ifalandownerhastenacres ormore, he or she would only be able to “disturb” 65,340 square feet or about
1.50 acres. In other words, if a landowner has 100 acres on a hillside or peak, 98.50 acres could not be
disturbedto plantagricultural commodities.

In summary, the RCFB is in favor of protecting Riverside County’s hillsides and peaks, but not at the
expense of limiting the growth of agriculture and eroding property rights. With few areas for agriculture to
grow and expand, removing and restricting hillside use would be another divesting blow to agriculture in
Riverside County.

Agriculture currently uses hillsides in Riverside County to grow a variety of crops including avocados, citrus

crops, grains, grapes, and the grazing of cattle, goats, and sheep. Farmers and ranchers are excellent

stewards of the land and protect

their investments. RCFB will

FLEETPRICING! continue to work with the county to

2006 MODELS ARE HERE! @ refine this proposed ordir_mance.lf

you have any questions or

suggestions about this issue,

iy please call the RCFB office at
2006 Ram 3500 G :' 951.684.6732

Order yours today!
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GEARINGUPFORTHEFIGHT

Thechallengeswefaceon our farmsand ranchescontinuetogrowin complexity. Itisevidenteachday that
theroot of thesechall engesi stheunbal anced busi nessclimatecreated by overwhel mingregul ationsand taxesdi sgui sed asfees.
Farm Bureau countersthese punchesby working harder than ever to protect your farmingway of life. Thebestway toimprove
our standinginthisfightistomakesurewehavepeoplewhoval ueagriculturerepresenting usinpublicoffice. That’ swhatled
totheestablishment of the CaliforniaFarm Bureau Fundto Protect the Family Farm (FARM PAC®) morethan 30yearsago.

FARM PA Chasbeenthemuscleandvoicerepresentingfarmers' interestsby supportingstate, local andfederal candidateswho
valueagriculture. Bipartisaninitstask, FARM PA C contributesto political campai gnsbased uponthecandidate’ scommitment
toworkinginthebestinterestsof thestate’ sfarmersandranchers.

How doweincreaseour strength? If each Farm Bureaumember contributed $25toFARM PA C, wecouldraisemorethan$2million
annually tosupport candidateswho shareour values. With astatewidespecial el ection onthehorizon and numerousraceson
thelinein2006, thetimetomohilizeisnow! Y ou, asaFarm Bureaumember or friend, cansupport FARM PAC' seffortsby attending
FARM PACfundrai serssponsored by your local county Farm Bureau or markingtheappropriatebox onyour membershiprenewa
form.

Asthenumber of groupstryingtofurther their interestsin Sacramento grows, sodoestheimportanceof FarmBureauflexingits
muscle. Lastfall, FARM PACinvestedfundstosupport candidatessuch asPaul Betancourt, aFresno Farm Bureauleader who
boldly stepped uptorepresent hisfellow farmersinthe Assembly, and candidatef or State Senate, Gary Podesto, the Stockton
mayorwhobal ancedthecity budget andrevitalizeditsdowntownarea, not tomentionother candidatessuchasA ssemblymembers
BarbaraMatthews, DougLaMalfa Bonnie
GarciaandStateSenator Abel Ma donado.
There’'s no doubt that its aggressive
investmentslastfall won FarmBureaua
new respectinthepolitical arena.

«e?Q American AgCredit

MOMNEY FUH S4GERILCLLIUNHE

Although contributionstoFARM PAC
arenottax deductible, they areinvestments
inthefuturesurvival of your family farms
andranches. Y our participation benefits
agricultureand, ultimately, it benefitsyou.

Special Opportunity
For Farmers

e T
e iy TAKING CARE CF FARVERS
) WHO TAKE CARE OF AMERICA
50 acres, 3 parcels, canal .

water & well water in
Coachella Vvalley. Dillon Rd.

& Harrison, just North of RR In 8 ousitess cec ceted 1 making fhings grow,
tracks. Land has been farmed yoJ o depend on s to help you four =h. Mo -1 s=ec roney b greenbouses
& tilled. woe will be -here with -he financing wour nursery needs.
Farm Land for Lease
$200 per acre per year. Riverside (951) 781-8100
(B0 S00-4885 # vrewvanlian.cam
Call (818) 590-9500 Fad 2l D0onal M ] =

www.RiversideCFB.com - July 2005 Riverside County Agriculture - 5



oL e oA £1.1- Simble eroueh v Tepve foomprinds
Leadership in the field— g ]
i your grove, large enough e lead in
thie geocud rnuﬂ\:l; Toncles Tras Treen
duersnstrons our dedication

BICANELS anel cusrormers sioce 1914,

Incles Behoves that seperior prower
relutils comie from our conuitment 1o
m:l"]ri;-ﬁﬂg th r{jugh axcellent cystormer
SCTVICL, innovitive packaging, ad
sitalepic prograns with major aocado
crseomers oy the UTnined Smtes,

IIN'BDE
LVOBADO

it patr doend sl Jode oAvdeea or forr Mlars

(951) 676-8696 www Indexlresh.com

Additional Savings Available
for Farm Burcau Memboers
When You Buy From..

i : . FRITTS FORD
We were here jor you then.....We're here for you now! FLEET CENTER

4

Calikornia Farm Bureau Members
7990 Auto Drive
Save when you buy through our Fleet Department Riverside, CA 92504
Exit Adams/Auto Center
Open 7 Days a Week Drive off the 91 FWY.
Enter driveway marked
Visit our show room and sce our large selection of Commercial trucks, Fleet Department

From Rangcrs, F-Scrics, E-Van plus the all new Fa50 and F750, (951) 353‘8800
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Earning the trust of California
farmers and ranchers for
more than 50 years.

T e e Bhag - N

California’s leading farm and ranch insurver

S0+ yedrs serving Farm Bivedit members

Claims service avallable 21 bours a day, 7 days a week
3% discount on foarm dand business aifo insuvance
Retled A+ Superior & AM. HBest & Co.

Allied Insurance understands whatl's important o facmers and anchers.
And as part of the nation's leading agribusiness carrier, we offer
coverages specially tilored o meel your insurance needs. AL Allicd, we
combine our passion [or cutstanding customer service willy a tradition
of serving Farm Burean members for 50-plus years. Give California’s
leading farm and ranch insurer the opportunily Lo carn yvour business.

Find your local Allied agent in the Yellow Pages or visil
www.alliedinsurance.com oday!

» California
Allied Farm Bureau

Insurance 4 Federation

A Mationwicde® Compuarty
Ln bawr Sde™

Farrn Burzau and bre TE desiyns aie regisl2iesd secvice marks ol Lwe Ariericen Cann Bureau Ted=ig o used drader liczoes by

Allied Property & Cassalty Insurance Comips ny

www .RiversideCFB.com - July 2005 Riverside County Agriculture - 7



Riverside County

AGRICULTURE

The official publication of

Riverside County Farm Bureau, Inc.
www.RiversideCFB.com

A private, nonprofit organization serving farmers throughout Riverside County since 1917

Our 59th Year of Publication: Volume LVIIII, Number 07, July 2005.

(USPS 466-900) Published monthly by Riverside County Farm Bureau, Inc., a non-profit organization serving farmers and ranchers at 21160 Box Springs Road, #102, Moreno Valley, California 92557,
Telephone 951/684-6732 orFax951/782-0621. Subscriptions: $1 peryearof membership dues. Periodicals postage paid atRiverside, California 92507, under actofMarch 3,1887. POSTMASTER: Send
addresschangesto RIVERSIDE COUNTY FARMBUREAU, 21160 Box Springs Rd.,#102, Moreno Valley, CA92557.

YOUR ORANDFRTHER
RELIED ON U3, T0O.
e ek

Far cver B gesra, Beooe Pund ond chi Tarm Bueeas hive wodhicl kaal
tor Cellfarnia’s farmers and panchers, Toqether, (e created

a sulil and stahile worhers' compensation program teat has provided
safety education and training te cach now Eeneration.

Tosee what We can do lor yeu,
Tk, 1Tk n your insuranoe benksr
ar give us a call at FE00-773-TEET,
OF course, i wou want tn chedk us
it with gramps first, that's jost
ting with ns.

St e ol e S i ol L S o

Riverside County Farm Bureau's

Board of Directors have endorsed
Ben Drake, Stephen J. Corona,
and Larry Libeu for the Rancho
California Water District.

Val | ey
Pi pe & Supply

Y

Now Available!!

Slow Moving VehicleEmblems

Replaceyour old emblemwith anew onefor
only $4.50 each

Call Farm Bureau to order Your'd

CRABTREE & AssocIATES, CPAs

10020 INpiANA AVENUE, SuiTeE 211
RiversiDE, CALIFORNIA 92503
TeLerHONE (951)352-0255 - Rax (951) 352-8686

A4

Wholesale& Retail

RANCHO CALIFORNIA

Serving the Inland Empire Farming Community
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