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NEWH-2AREGULATIONSANNOUNCED

By Jack King, Manager, National Affairs & Research Division, CFBF

On February 6, TheUnited StatesDepartmentsof L abor (DOL ) andthe Department of Homel and Security (DHS) announced
proposed admini strativeand regul atory changesthey plantomaketotheexistingH-2A guest worker program.

TheH-2A programallowspeoplefrom other countriesto enter the United Stateslegal ly towork onfarmsandranches. By way
of context, the current H-2A program has not been widely used in Californiafor anumber of reasonsincluding housing
requirements, thehighincidenceof litigati on, burdensomepaperwork, attestati on requirementsby DOL toshowthatthereare
no local workersavailable, and the need for greater streamlining to ensure that workersare availablein atimely manner.
Furthermore, theH-2A program, ascurrently written, isunabletoallow workerstomovefrom crop-to-cropand employer-to-
employer. Someof theproposed changesaddresstheproblemareas, thou?h notcompletely. Inaddition, therearelimitstowhat
canbedoneadministratively without actual | egidlativechanges. TheCaliforniaFarm Bureau Federation (CFBF) will continue
topushfor AgJobslegislation, bothasameansof dealingwiththeoverridingneedfor | egalizationof thecurrentworkforceand
asaway tomakemeaningful H-2A changesintothelaw itself.

Theannounced H-2A changeswill beopento publiccomment andlikely won' tbefinalized until theend of 2008. Thechanges
may al sobesubjecttolitigation. Keepinmind, however, that regul ationsaresubject tointerpretati on and changesby any
subsequent administrations. Thenumber of H-2A employeecontractsisontheriseinCalifornia, but still representslessthat
two percent of our total agricultural |abor needs. The Department of Homeland Security hasal sorepeateditsintentto stiffen
borderenforcement.

Theproposed administrativeandregul atory changesby DOL and DHSinclude:

DOL will movetheapplication processto an attestati on-based | abor certification processtodeal withthecurrent
cumbersomeprocess. DOL claimsthenew approachwill vastly speed-uptheapplicationprocessandrelievesomeof
theduplicativeandburdensomerequirements.
Inregard to housinginspectionsby stateagencies, theapplication processwill nolonger beheld-upwaiting for
approval of thehousing inspection.
Thenew regul ationswoul d changehow theH-2A wagerateisdetermined torefl ect morel ocal wageconditions(under
existingH-2A programseach statei sgiven an adverseeffect wagerate, whichthen becomestheminimumwagerate
that contracted H-2A canbepaid). Thisappearsto beasincereattempt to makethewagerateconformmoreclosely
toactual prevailingwagerates.
Therewill begreater clarificationof who payswhat intheappli cation process(employer versustheforeignemployee
applicant) andaresultingincreaseintheapplication/processingfee. Thefeewill beraised from $100 per contracted
workerto$200 (whichwill bepaid by theemployer). Theemployeewill
pay separatein-country fees.
Somenew worker protectionmeasureswill beadded, including posting
of bondsby thefarmlabor recruitersandincreasepenal tiesforwrongful | . d T h ) |
actions.
L oggingand Christmastreeoperationswill befullyincludedintheH-2A nsiae IS I[SSUE...
category.
Theregul ationswill makechangesintheway inwhichH-2A employees | "Adopt-A-Tree" Program
canmovefromemployer asanimprovement over current methods. el ] ] o
Thetimelinesfor how long H-2A applicantscanremainintheUnited | R€8 Eminent Doman Reform
Statesand how longthey must subsequently stay intheirhomecountries § Bglot Measure for June Bdlot. 4
oncethey returntotheir homecountry will bechanged andimproved. ) )
Essie BootsmaElected

Thesearethemajor highlightsor changesproposed by thefederal government. . P .

Nevertheless, the200-paxlqedocument containsother changesthat will require Avoid | njuries. Sl ps & Fals. 6
further review. CFBFwill review the proposal sthoroughly and submitwritten ¥ Cglendar of Events
commentstotheagencies.
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“Adopt-a-Tree” Program

California Citrus State Historic Park NPMC is excited to announce an “Adopt
-a-Tree” program. With your donation, you're adopting a newly planted
grapefruit, lemon, navel ormandarin tree at the park. California State Parks
donotallow plagues near the tree, so abook including our “Adopt -a-Tree”
donors will be keptin the Visitor Center.

Ifyour life has been enriched by a cherished friend or loved one, the greatest
tribute of allis a gift that celebrates their life. Such a gift may honorthe support
your loved one gave to your family, the community, citrus heritage, the State
Park or it may add to the personal satisfaction of your own charitable gifts.
Often called a“living” memorial gift, these donations will supportthe replanting
ofacitrus tree at California Citrus State Historic Park. This donation does not A -
entitle ownership rights and all fruit will be harvested with the proceeds

returned to the park for future improvements.

At$50 pertree, weinvite individuals, corporations, businesses and foundations to support this worthwhile
project, ensuring citrus fruit for generations. You will receive an “Adopt - a - Tree” Certificate.

Please cut here and send in the bottom portion with your check.

Name Phone
Address
City State Zip

Mark the number of trees you want to adopt:
Grapefruit Lemon Navel orange Mandarin

Total number of Trees x $50 = Total Donation

IN HONOR of

Make your tax-deductible checks payable to CCSHP - NPMC
Please mail to CCSHP-NPMC - P.O. Box 21292, Riverside, CA 92516

Available Now! The UC Davis Western Institute for Food Safety and
50t0 200 acres available forlong termlease. 100 acres flatwithtwowells. | - Security is please to announce that our course AWR152
One producing 400+ gallons per minute. Additional wells canbe added. | Principles of Preparedness for Agroterrorismand
Approximately 50 acres currently irrigated with undergroundlines. Two | Food Systems’ Disasters will be offered in San
houses, 80 ton barn, outbuildings, guest ;
housealsoavailableforlease. FAAapproved Berr_}grglgosgghursday Mar?nzo. Tlhezescours_es arg
airportand 2200 ftrunway on property. On | certified by epartment of Homeland Security an
mainhighway, perfectfornursery, specialty | are offered free of charge. To register for the course,
<= crops. Unlimited water andflatlandreadyto | please go online to the following website.

: == be puttogood use. Submitonrateandterm. | http://wifss.ucdavis.edu/agroterrorism/classes/
& Property is also available for sale. classesbydate.php

8 Call(051)694-8777.
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Real Eminent Domain Reform Ballot Measure Qualifies for
JuneBallot: Threatened Homeand Business Owners Cheer

Sacramento, CA - January 16, 2008 - A broad-based coalition of California property owners
announced that the California Secretary of State has certified the qualification of the “California
Property Owners and Farmland Protection Act” for the June 2008 ballot. In November of last year, a
coalition of home and business owners, family farmers and taxpayer groups submitted over 1.1 million
signatures.

“Government should not be able to profit by seizing private property from unwilling sellers for retail or
commercial projects,” said former Sacramento Congressman and campaign finance chair Doug
Ose. “Finally, Californians will have the opportunity to vote for real reforms that protect their homes,
small businesses, family farms and places of worship from eminent domain abuse.”

While over 40 states have reformed their eminent domain laws since the 2005 U.S. Kelo v. New
London decision, California is not among them. While reforms have not come in time to protect some,
local property owners in the Southern California community of Baldwin Park and the Northern
California community of Seaside cheer the news that voters will have the chance to consider real
reforms on the June 2008 ballot.

According to local residents, the City of Baldwin Park is expediting eminent domain proceedings to
demolish over 500 homes and small businesses in an area of approximately 125 football fields. A
letter from the developer to the city states that their investors are concerned this ballot measure
threatens their project and urges the city to seize the properties before Election Day. The thousands
of dollars in campaign contributions used to influence the outcome of the last city election has also
prompted standing room only protests at city hall.

“The City of Baldwin Park is using eminent domain to seize my home for a development project that
benefits a politically connected developer,” said homeowner Ms. Cruz Baca Sembello. “They should
not be able to take my home. Where are my rights?”

In the Northern California community of Seaside, property owner Tim Cunha is among hundreds of
property owners fighting the city council and the developer, former
baseball legend Reggie Jackson. “I never thought that something

like this could happento me,” said Tim Cunha. “Governmentshould
not be able to profit by seizing private property from unwilling
sellers. It shows what little regard government has for the personal
and financial costs associated with throwing us out on the streets.”

The California Property Owners and Farmland Protection Act, is
sponsored by the Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association, the
California Farm Bureau Federation and the California Alliance to
Protect Private Property Rights. The measure prohibits private to
private takings, while allowing traditional uses of eminent domain
for roads, schools and water projects. It is endorsed by NFIB, the
Hispanic Chambers of Commerce, the Black Chamber of
Commerce and a diverse coalition of taxpayer, faith and good
government organizations. To qualify for the June ballot, 694,354
valid signatures were required. For more campaign information,
visit www.yesonpropertyrights.com.

4 - February 2008 Riverside County Agriculture - www.RiversideCFB.com

|{_n|.'.u'rl Sl‘ll!il |:'q~.'1:|1:||.1
Real Estate
Appraizal

Real Estate Appraisals

S

Cammercial, Residential
e_)-
Agriculture

lHobert Shea Perdue, VAL

SR e e B e R
(ERFERN PR RS K LA L

(9315 A04-EUI4



EssieBootsmaElected Treasurer of
CaliforniaMilk Advisory Board

Essie Bootsma has been elected to serve as treasurer of the Executive
Committee of the California Milk Advisory Board (CMAB), the promotional arm of
the state's dairy farmers. Bootsma previously served as member-at-large on the
committee.

A dairy producer since 1979, Bootsma milks 2,000 Holsteins with her
family at John Bootsma Dairy in Lakeview. She is a member of a variety of
community groups, including the Western Riverside Ag Coalition and the Eastern
Municipal Water District Advisory Committee.

California is the nation's leading milk producer and also produces more butter, ice cream,
yogurt and nonfat dry milk than any other state. The state is the second-largest producer of cheese,
which is available nationally under the Real California Cheese seal.

HH#

The California Milk Advisory Board (CMAB), an instrumentality of the California Department of Food
and Agriculture, is funded by the state's 2,000 dairy families. With headquarters in South San
Francisco and Modesto, the CMAB is one of the largest commodity boards in the United States. The
CMAB executes advertising,
public relations, research and
retail and foodservice
promotional programs on behalf
of California dairy products,
including Real California Milk and
Real California Cheese.
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Takeprecautionsto avoidinjuriesfromdipsandfalls

By Mike Klimenko, Farm Bureau Group Manager

Duringthelatewinter andearly spring, theregenerally isal ot of moi stureal | around—ontheground, thepavement, equi pment
andsoon. Excessmoisturecan createhazardous, slippery conditionsthat canleadto seriousinjuriesfromslipsandfalls.

Injuriesfromfallshappen muchtoofrequently intheworkplace, andtheagricultural sectorisnoexception. Infact, fallsare
themost common accidentsinagriculture. But many of theseacci dentscan beprevented by utilizing somecommon-sensesafety
practicesandstayingalert.

Itiseasy tolook right past hazardsonthefarmor ranch, particularly if youareinahurry, areover-tired or deepinthought.
There’ snobetter timethanthepresent totakeafreshlook aroundthefarmfor potential hazards.

Oneareaof potential hazardisthefarmshop, andthisisanareawherepeoplecongregateand spendal ot of timeduringthe
wetwinter months. Tohel ppreventfalls, besuretokeeptheworkshopand other working areascleanandfreeof slippingand
trippinghazards. Keepall stairs, floorsand other working surfacesasfreeaspossi bl eof mud, manure, vegetation, and other
slippery materials. Provideasturdy handrail whereneeded andbesurethat every stairway hasahandrail . Provideplenty of light
soyou can seewhat you aredoing and whereyou aregoing.

Farmmachineryisanother potential hazard—whether theequipmentismovingor stationary. Runoversafter fallsfromtractors
andtrailing equi pment happen muchtoofrequently and canresultinmajor injury or death. Many timesthevictimisridingthe
equi p{nent asapassenger " just gettingaquick lift back totheshopor thenextfield.” That should beabsol utely forbidden—no
exception.

Herear esomer ulestofollowar ound machinery:

-Wear shoesand bootswith slip-resi stant solesand heels.

-Keepplatforms, footEI atesand stepsclear of mud, snow, manureand other debris.

-Beforemoving, check thetractor andtrailing equi pment to seethat no onehasclimbed aboard without your knowledge.
-Removetoolsor other itemsthat may causeatripping hazard.

-Insistthat no onerideonfarmequi pment except thoserequiredforitsoperation.

-Never alow anyonetorideonthedrawbar or towed equipment.

-Watchfor obstaclesand reducespeed onrough, unevenor hilly terrain.

-Waitfor thetractor to stop beforegetting off. Set thebrakesand step down using handhol dsor rails. No oneshoul d jump of f
amovingtractor.

-Whenever possible, equiptractorswithaRollover Protective Structure(ROPS) caband seat belts. They aremorecomfortable,
giveoverhead protection, and hel pprevent fallsfromtractors.

Withproper planningandaproactiveapproachtosafety, mostfall scanbeprevented. Slow down, ook aroundandstay al ert—
andinstruct everyoneelseonthefarmor ranchtodothesame.
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2007 "Imagine This".....
Story-Writing Contest

e e

Congratulations to Brian Sadler!

Brian Sadler of Palm Desert has been named a Regional
Student Winner in the 2007 "Imagine This"... story writing
contest, aprogram of the California Foundation for Agriculture
inthe Classroom (CFAITC). The Farm Bureau would like
to thank all the teachers and students that participate in
thisyearly contest. Ifyouwould like more information about
the "Imagine This"... story-writing contest, please visit
- www.cfaitc.org or call (800) 700-AITC (2482).
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10020 INpiANA AVENUE, SuiTeE 211
RIVERsIDE, CALIFORNIA 92503
TeLerHoNE (951)352-0255 - Fax (951) 352-8686
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NOW LEASING
50 acres with water, soil qualifies for

organic. Optional 1800 sq ft house/office
available.
Temecula, CA (714) 396-4463
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2008 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

[0 February 25-27 — CAC/
Leadership Conference in
Sacramento.

A4

Serving the Inland Empire Farming Community

-Financial Statements

- TaxReturn Preparation
-TaxPlanning & Estate Tax Strategies
- Export Tax Deferrals

[l March 12 — RCFB Board
meeting at Carrows Restaurant, 6
pm

[J March29—-RCFB/SBCFBjoint
FarmPac Event. Call for details.
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