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The Riverside County Farm Bureau would like to dedicate the
November 2019 Issue to the memory of Howard Lee Cherniss.
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Welcome New Members
We would like to "Thank You" for becoming part of  the 

Farm Bureau Family.
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Richard A. Schmid, Jr.

Vice Presidents
Ellen Lloyd Trover
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Howard Lee Cherniss
Howard Lee Cherniss, 89, passed away on Monday, October 7, 2019. He was born on 

Sunday, January 12, 1930 in Omaha, Nebraska to his parents, Leonard and Sadie Cherniss. 

Howard was a loving father and devoted husband. Howard spent 35 wonderful years mar-
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Cherniss, in 1980.

Howard proudly served in the U.S. Navy in the early 1950's. After following in his father’s 

footsteps as a printer he joined his brother in law in starting KC egg ranch in Hemet in 

1960. At the peak of the operation, the farm had 120,000 laying chickens. In retirement, he 

operated another successful family business, a cut-your-own Christmas tree farm.

Throughout his life, Howard was active in many civic and professional organizations, serv-

ing as President of both the Riverside County Farm Bureau and San Jacinto Lions Club. 

His devotion to the San Jacinto Lions Club since 1973 is an example of his generosity with 

friends and family. He was always a willing volunteer at the group's events and fundraisers.

Howard considered everyone, with the exception of a few agricultural inspectors, his 

friend. He was a true friend indeed, whether you required someone in your corner, a loan 

or a job, or just someone to talk to, he had your back. He never had anything negative to 

say about anyone. He was also a rock of support for all his biological and step children, 

grandchildren, nieces and nephews, providing whatever they needed and instilling in them 

a strong work ethic and an ability to think for themselves that sometimes caused lively 

political discussions at home.

In addition to enjoying friends, Howard and Veda enjoyed travelling. They took their mo-

torhome across country and visited every state except Maine. They also loved going on 

cruises together. Howard also enjoyed social activities including bowling and cards. Win-

ning at cards, especially ‘Tic’, was one of his favorite hobbies.

Howard had a huge heart and loved everyone in his life, with a sense of humor that always 

had everyone laughing. Howard will be missed by all that knew him, his faithful dog, and 

those not lucky enough to have met him.

Howard was preceded in death by his parents, Leonard and Sadie, his sister, Mildred, and 

his brother, Lloyd. He is survived by his wife, Veda, his children by Marylin Cherniss, 

David (Scott), Nancy (Peter), Jon (Michelle), and Jimmy, 

Tim, Janette and Laura, as well as many grandchildren 

and great grandchildren.
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made to the San Jacinto Lion's Club.

Howard Cherniss actively served on the Riverside Coun-

ty Farm Bureau Board of Directors from 1966 – 2005, he 

was President from 1979 – 1981 and Vice President from  

1978 – 1979. In 2001, he received our Robert M. Howie 

award for his dedication to Riverside County Agriculture. 

Howard retired from the Riverside County Farm Bureau 

Board in 2005, however he continued serving as an Advi-

sor to the Board of Directors.
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Pictured: Howard Cherniss (left) accepts the award for all-time high membership for Riverside 
County Farm Bureau from Cal-Farm Executive Vice President Wendell Summers (right) as Lou 
Horn (center) manager of Membership Relations of California Farm Bureau Federation (CFBF), 
reads the announcement at the awards dinner during CFBF Annual Meeting, Dec. 6 - 8, 1982. 
Cherniss accepted the award for then President Jerry Alexander, who was able to attend.  Photo: 
Robert Perkins
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RIVERSIDE COUNTY FARM BUREAU CELEBRATES ITS
102nd ANNUAL DINNER MEETING 

The Riverside County Farm Bureau (RCFB) celebrated its 102nd Annual Dinner Meeting on Sunday, November 10, 
2019 at Monteleone Meadows in Murrieta. President Richard Schmid warmly welcomed those in the audience and 
gave recognition to several guests, and then took a moment of silence for the loss of retired RCFB Director Howard 
Lee Cherniss, whom passed in October.  The Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance followed.

With over 100 members and guests in attendance, the Riverside County Farm Bureau re-nominated Richard Schmid 
as president to serve an eighth term. Ellen Lloyd-Trover, Andy Wilson, Paul Cramer were re-elected to serve once 
again as vice-presidents respectively, and the following Board of Directors were re-elected to serve a one year 
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Schmid noted that the board had a combined total of 332 years of RCFB experience with Director Dan Hollingsworth 
having served on the RCFB board for 59 years, now being the longest current serving director as Director Tony 
Schmidt has retired from the board.

The Riverside County Farm Bureau would like to extend a special thank you to our special guest 
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State Assemblyman & California State Senator David G. Kelley, Thomas Ketcham from Supervisor 
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Councilman Lloyd White, Riverside County Agricultural Commissioner/Sealer of Weights & Measures 
Ruben Arroyo,  Assistant Agricultural Commissioner/Sealer of Weights & Measures, Delia Cioc, and 
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Farm Bureau 2019 Howie Award.

Retired Assistant Agricultural Commissioner/Sealer of Weights & Measures Ron 
Bray and retired Deputy Agricultural Commissioner/Sealer of Weights & Measures 
Michele Tracy received an Appreciation Award from Riverside County Farm Bureau 
in recognizing their many years of service to Riverside County agriculture.

President Richard Schmid called upon Thomas Ketcham 
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their own proclamation signed by the Riverside County Board of Super-
visors

With the conclusion of the program, President Richard Schmid recog-
nized the Annual Meeting Committee for all their hard work on the event 
and gave thanks to all those in attendance.

The Riverside County Farm Bureau would like extend our utmost grati-
tude to our sponsors American AgCredit, Arlan Knutson Insurance Agen-
cy, Big Horse Feed & Mercantile, Domenigoni Brothers Ranch, Francis 
Domenigoni Family Trust, Grimmway Farms, HASCO Air Conditioning 
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Enterprises LLC, Nationwide Insurance, RDO Equipment Co., Star Milling 
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donations towards the Annual Dinner Meeting.

President Richard Schmid praised Mike and Hennie Monteleone of Mon-
teleone Meadows for their “Outstanding service and food” and thanked 

them for “sharing their beautiful grounds” for our 
event.

Most of all, we would like express our special ap-
preciation to Cindy Domenigoni for creating such 
amazing gift baskets for our sponsors and this 
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Annual Meeting, Monterey Conference Center.
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“Farm Bureau Working for You”

Drought-tolerant plants could result from research
In work that could help plants resist drought, a research team at the Uni-

versity of California, Riverside, says it has developed a chemical to help 

plants retain water. Known as O.P., the chemical mimics a natural hor-

mone plants produce in reaction to drought. Researchers say the O.P. 

chemical could ultimately allow farmers to treat plants that would other-

wise wilt from lack of water. The treatment slows a plant’s growth, so it 

won’t consume more water than available.

Food and Farm News
Courtesy of CFBF

Grant aids nutrition incentives at farmers markets
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from a grant provided to the California Department of Food and Agri-
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provides an additional dollar to spend on California-grown fruits and 

vegetables.


