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Our 73rd Year of Publication: Volume LXXIII, Number 7, July 2019.

Don't Risk Finding Out If Your Farm Is Under-
insured When You Have A Loss

Scientists Decode DNA 
Secrets of World's 
Toughest Bean

Photo by Wimber Cancho on Unsplash.com
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Produce Safety Alliance
Grower Training ~ August 20, 2019 

Why Join Farm Bureau?
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(951)684-6732 ~ Printed by Layton Printing, La Verne, California.
Riverside County Farm Bureau assumes no responsibility for statements by advertisers or 
for products advertised in “Riverside County Agriculture,” nor for statements or expressions 
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employee of Riverside County Farm Bureau.

Welcome New Members
We would like to "Thank You" for becoming part 

of  the Farm Bureau Family.
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Richard A. Schmid, Jr.

Vice Presidents
Ellen Lloyd Trover
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Andy Domenigoni
Cindy Domenigoni

����
�!
�����
���
"�����#�$���

Joyce Jong
Brad Scott

Greg Young
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WHY JOIN FARM BUREAU?
There are many reasons why anyone who is involved in agriculture, both di-
rectly or indirectly, should join and retain their membership in the Farm Bureau.

First, the resources Farm Bureau devotes to communications and public out-
reach are unparalleled and in today’s world, outreach to consumers, decision 
makers, media, and the general public is a must. The California Farm Bureau 
Federation (CFBF) has a team of two dozen media experts that work each and 
every day to inform the public about agriculture and to make sure that agricul-
ture gets a fair shake in the daily press, television, radio, and social media. 
Second, Farm Bureau has a team of attorneys devoted to protecting water and 
property rights, ensuring that land use decisions make sense for agriculture 
and working daily to make certain that agriculture’s voice is heard in the judicial 
branch of government with regard to the enforcement of environmental laws.
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decisions made by the California Public Utilities Commission treat farmers and 
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millions of dollars. This division also includes experts in labor relations, immi-
gration, and worker safety laws and interfaces with various labor agencies in 
their decision making in these areas.

In addition, Farm Bureau has an organizational structure and a presence in 
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portive of agriculture.

The price of a Farm Bureau membership is well worth the program of work 
outlined above. The Riverside County Farm Bureau thanks all its current mem-
bers for joining and maintaining their memberships and encourages others to 
!	�����������	���	����	�����	���	�	��������	����"��������	������������-
ture.

For more information about joining the Riverside County Farm Bureau or re-
newing your present membership, go to www.riversidecfb.com or call us at 
951.684.6732.
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Who Should Attend
Produce growers, buyers, and others interested 
in learning about: produce safety, the Food Safe-
ty Modernization Act (FSMA) Produce Safety 
Rule, Good Agricultural Practices (GAPs), and 
co-management of natural resources and food 
safety.

The U.S. FDA’s Produce Safety rule requires in § 
112.22(c) that for each farm, “At least one supervi-
sor or responsible party for your farm must have 
successfully completed food safety training at least 
equivalent to that received under standardized cur-
riculum recognized as adequate by the Food and 
Drug Administration.” The PSA Grower Training 
Course is one way to satisfy this requirement; it is 
the only course currently recognized by FDA.
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8:00 am - 5:00 PM

Farm Credit
485 Business Parkway

Imperial, CA 92251

‘A Berry Good Project’
“A Berry Good 

Project,” a free 

downloadable book 

geared toward third- 
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dents, is now avail-

able from Feeding 

Minds Press.

The book helps students understand farm-

ers’ choices related to pest management. It 

also introduces students to careers in ag-

riculture, including Extension agent and 

strawberry farmer.

“Children’s books are powerful tools to 

help students understand where their food 

comes from,” said Christy Lilja, execu-

tive director of the American Farm Bu-

reau Foundation for Agriculture. “Engag-

ing and accurate books about agriculture 

help children learn that food doesn’t just 

‘come from the store.’”

Feeding Minds Press developed the new 

book with support from sponsor Nichino 

America.

“We’re pleased to help the Foundation’s 

important agricultural literacy goals,” 
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ries are a great way to introduce young 

students to new concepts. The publica-

tion of ‘A Berry Good Project’ is excit-

ing and we hope to follow it with an-

other.”

A summary of the book is below.
“Plants just grow, right? I mean, they’re 

everywhere. How much work can it be?”

When Rowan’s class is put in charge of 
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it will be all sweet reward. However, he 

quickly learns that humans aren’t the 

only ones around that love strawberries. 

With the project’s success on the line, 

Rowan’s class must think fast how to 

save the strawberry crop.”

Feeding Minds Press is a children’s book 

publishing venture from the American 

Farm Bureau Foundation for Agricul-

ture. Learn more at feedingmindspress.

com. Email inquiries may be sent to 

info@feedingmindspress.com.
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Scientists decode DNA secrets of world’s toughest bean
Research offers hope for feeding Earth's expanding population as the climate changes ~ Jules Bernstein

UC Riverside scientists have decoded the genome of black-eyed peas, offering hope for feeding Earth’s expanding population, especially as the 
climate changes. 

Understanding the genes responsible for the peas’ drought and heat tolerance eventually could help make other crops tougher too.

Black-eyed peas are small beans with dark midsections. They’ve been a global dietary staple for centuries due to their environmental toughness 
and exceptional nutritional qualities, such as high protein and low fat. In sub-Saharan Africa they remain the number one source of protein in the 
human diet.  

A genome is the full collection of genetic codes that determine characteristics like color, height, and predisposition to diseases. All genomes 
contain highly repetitive sequences of DNA that UCR Professor of Computer Science and project co-leader Stefano Lonardi likens to “hundreds of 
thousands of identical jigsaw puzzle pieces.”
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Lonardi’s team assembled the genome many times with different software tools and parameters. Then they created new software capable of merg-
ing these various genome solutions into a single, complete picture.

With the success of this project, the black-eyed pea joins only a handful of other major crops whose genomes have been fully sequenced. The team’s 
work on the project was published in the June issue of The Plant Journal, where it was featured as the cover story, and Lonardi’s free software 
can be downloaded online.

Research on black-eyed peas, a legume also known as cowpea, started at UC Riverside more than 40 years ago. But cowpeas’ presence in Riverside 
predates the university by about 200 years.

“The cowpea has been here supporting people since early colonial times,” said project co-leader Timothy Close, a UCR professor of botany and plant 
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ported the computational efforts. 

A clue to the complexity of the project is the size of the research team. In addition 
to Close and Lonardi, the many other UCR scientists on the team included María 
Muñoz-Amatrían, Qihua Liang, Steve Wanamaker, Sassoum Lo, Hind Alhakami, Rachid 
Ounit, Philip Roberts, Jansen Santos, Arsenio Ndeve, and Abid Md. Hasan. Additional 
team members inside the U.S. came from UC Davis, the Department of Energy’s Joint 
Genome Institute in California, the National Center for Genome Resources in New 
Mexico, and the U.S. Department of Agriculture in Iowa. International team members 
came from Finland, France, Brazil, and the Czech Republic.

As with humans, there are differences between individual cowpeas. Knowing which 
genes are responsible for qualities in individuals such as color, size, or pathogen 
resistance will help breeders develop new varieties even better able to withstand 
external challenges. 

“Having the genome sequence helps scientists make decisions about the choice of 
parent plants to crossbreed in order to produce their desired progeny,” Close said. 

One of the cowpea traits that scientists are now trying to understand is its remark-
able ability to recover from drought stress. 
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Close. “As we move into a world with less water available to agriculture, it will be 
important to capitalize on this ability and expand on it, taking the lead from cowpeas 
to guide improvements in other crops that are vulnerable to climate change.”
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As farmers in California and elsewhere around the country try to cope with chronic employee shortages, the president 
of the California Farm Bureau Federation said administrative changes to the current H-2A agricultural visa program 
could be one element of a solution, while Congress continues to work on broader legislation.

The U.S. Department of Labor announced plans to modernize and improve the existing H-2A agricultural visa pro-
gram, which allows people from certain countries to enter the United States temporarily for on-farm jobs.

“We’re encouraged by the administration’s efforts to improve the H-2A system,” CFBF President Jamie Johansson 
said. “We continue to analyze the full proposal, but our initial reading shows that it would streamline certain aspects 
of the program and expand it to include additional forms of agriculture, such as reforestation work.”

More California farmers have begun us-
ing the H-2A program, he said, but add-
���������������=������������������?�@�����
enough for many of the state’s crops 
and commodities.

“When we asked Farm Bureau members 
earlier this year to tell us how they are 
addressing employee shortages, only 
6% of the farmers who responded to 
our survey said they were using H-2A,” 
Johansson said. “Changes proposed 
by the administration may increase that 
proportion, but farmers also need wider 
improvement to immigration laws that 
can only be addressed through congres-
sional action.”

Farm Bureau and other organizations 
continue working with members of Con-
gress on solutions that would provide 
legal status to current farm employees 
in the U.S. while further enhancing the 
agricultural visa program to include a 
portability mechanism.

“Ultimately, immigration laws need to 
accommodate employees and their im-
mediate family members who are in the 
country now, plus allow future employ-
ees to enter the U.S. and move from 
farm to farm for employment,” Johans-
son said. “We will continue to pursue 
that goal with Congress and the admin-
istration. H-2A reform is only one piece 
of the puzzle.”
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The following information is provided by Nationwide, the #1 farm and ranch insurer in the U.S.*

Insuring to the accurate value of your home, buildings, equipment and inventory is an important consideration when 
reviewing your insurance coverage needs. Here’s why: If you have a major loss and your property is not properly 
valued, your claim reimbursement could fall short of your expectations and put you in a bind. In the event of a major 
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Studies show that a large percentage of homes and farm buildings in the United States are underinsured. So we 
recommend discussing this with your insurance agent to ensure you’re keeping your property values up-to-date.
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If your insurance agent has not been to your farm or ranch in a year or more, ask for an in-person visit to verify your 
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region.
You’ll want to be sure your values are based on current information as well as forecasts. If you’ve acquired new 
equipment or land, or expanded your operation, this is a good time to make sure everything is covered.
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Oklahoma.

*Products underwritten by Nationwide Agribusiness Insurance Company, Farmland Mutual Insurance Company, Allied Property and Casualty In-
surance Company and AMCO Insurance Company. Products and discounts not available to all persons in all states. Nationwide, the Nationwide 
N and Eagle and Nationwide is on your side are service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. © 2019 Nationwide.

In the event you have been impacted by an event, contact Nationwide day or night to report a claim by calling 
1-800-421-3535.  We are here to help you get your home back in order and we work with local authorities 

on all events.  
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§ Request an itemized written estimate for any proposed work from contractors.

§ Be wary of estimates that seem wholly unreasonable. Nationwide will provide compensation for reasonable

estimates for the correct method of repair. Policyholders can call and ask us about an estimate. 
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Department of Insurance if you have any concerns with a contractor you may decide to use for repairs.

   

§ Avoid paying any upfront fees and be wary of cash deposits. One common scam is to show up with equipment to 

perform the work, promise to return in a few hours and never come back. 

§ It is always a good idea to take pictures of any damage before repairs begin.

§ If you have any questions, call the Nationwide claims hotline at 1-800-421-3535 or your local 

agent immediately.
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Italian Kitchen in Banning.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

“Farm Bureau Working for You”

New methods, law aim to reduce rural crime
Crimes of theft, vandalism and trespassing plague rural Califor-
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combat rural crime, combining new technology with tried-and-
true information sharing. Recently signed state legislation creates 
a new crime category—grand theft of agricultural property—and 
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tion programs.

Data can help grape growers forecast crop performance
Decisions that grape growers make could have a 25-year impact 

on their vines, and computer engineers want to give farmers better 

information to guide their choices. Professors from Purdue Uni-

versity in Indiana have been working with California winegrape 

growers to help them adopt new technology. The project includes 

harnessing data growers can use to forecast how their decisions 
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